REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    AUGUST 17, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, August 17th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the August 3, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

Minutes of the special meeting of August 7th, 2009 was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director, reported on:

· SHSP Grant  - Grant County is the facilitator for the 800 MHz radios

· The current 800 MHz radios will need to be re-banded.  Ooley reported that the band width is too close to Nextel.  Narrower banding is being looked into and the unfunded mandate will involve every radio.  A letter is being sent to all Fire Departments Ooley noted.
· Mobile command unit was present during the local steam engine show

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend reported that the county has scheduled an e-scrap day for October 10th.  The drop off location will be the Sheriff Departments back garage.

COURTHOUSE


Stan Richards of QPH Plumbing appeared before the commissioners to discuss the submitted quote of $27,000 for the replacement of the courthouse chiller compressor.  Richards did note that a core charge reimbursement of $4,300 will be returned to the county.  After further discussion Marvin Cole made the motion for Richards to resubmit the quote for under $25,000 and the county would proceed with the compressor replacement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Ken Masters made the motion to sign the contract for replacement of the clock tower roof with Wellman Brothers.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Wellman Brothers will begin work within four to six weeks.  As per the contract one third (1/3), or $26,485.00 is due upon the execution of the contract.  One third (1/3), or $26,485.00 is due upon the contractor commencing work on the project.  The final one third (1/3), or $26,485.00 is due upon the satisfactory completion and inspection of the project by the county.

Judge David Northam informed the commissioners that Governor Daniels has established a committee for the restitution of courthouses.  The original courthouse plans have been digitized.  Judge Northam reported that he along with Judge Brian Hill has met with MartinRiley architects/engineers to complete a third floor study of the courthouse.  Prince Alexander architect and engineering firm has also been contacted. An estimate will be prepared and kept on file for future funding.  Engineering funding will also be discussed at a later time.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, brought before the commissioners:

· Certification Letter for bridge #158 and bridge #159 was signed on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried 

· ARRA stimulus project for road construction on 715 West from State Road 44 to Base Road was approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.
· A temporary ROW for bridge #116 and bridge #117 located at 500 north over the Little Blue River was approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

· ARRA stimulus project for 800 east to Glenwood on the Orange Pike is waiting on the paper work before moving forward

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported to the commissioners:

· 42 inmates, with six (6) inmates sentenced and thirty-six (36) inmates pre-sentenced

· August 4th heavy rains and security for the local steam engine show produced an increase of over-time for the sheriff/jail department. Reserve units were utilized extensively during the steam engine, but Sherwood noted that deputies were still needed.  Tom Barnes reported that he had received complaints that taxpayers should not be responsible for security of the steam engine show.  Sherwood informed the commissioners that the reserve officers are paid but the deputy’s time was volunteered.
· K-9 dog is totally funded by grants and community contributions.  Sherwood stressed that zero tax dollars are being utilized for the K-9 dog.

· Carthage Fire Department will have a meeting September 8th.  Sherwood encouraged representation from a commissioner.

· Thanked Mike Ooley for the use of the EMA trailer during the steam engine show

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported of complaints received in the Arlington community.  The complaints stem from a vacated house located at Oak and Maple Street.  

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported to the commissioners

· The Net Assessed Values for the county was certified to the Dept of Local Government Finance August 14.

· Bi-Weekly payroll claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried

· Bi-Weekly vendor claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

CIRCUIT COURT

Judge David Northam discussed the current county contract with the Henry County Youth Center.  Judge Northam asked for input from the commissioners.


Judge Northam received approval for probation officer Catherine Custer to attend a conference September 10, 11, and 12 on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.
MISC.

· Reviewed July Treasurer’s report
· Reviewed the July Milroy EMS and Carthage Fire Department run reports
· Ken Masters made the motion to allow Theresa Plotz, Operations Supervisor of L-1 Identity Solutions to use the courthouse assembly room on Tuesdays and Thursdays until the end of the 2009 calendar year. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  L-1 Identity Solutions is contracted through the Indiana State Police to perform background checks for future foster parents.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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