REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    JULY 20, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, July 20th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the July 6, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that an Individual is seeking to sub-divide his land and donate a portion to the Arlington East Hill Cemetery.  In the past the commissioners have waived the $300 filing fee for non-profit entities.  Ken Masters made the motion to waive the filing fee.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

CLERK


Debbie Richardson, Clerk, appeared before the commissioners asking permission to install a door sign to hang outside the office door located on the 2nd floor of the courthouse.  Commissioner Barnes shared concerns of not defacing the woodwork with screws, nuts, and bolts.  Barnes also noted that one version of signs should be utilized throughout the courthouse.  Deborah Adams reported that a nice floor sign did exist but was damaged and never repaired.
Ken Masters made the motion to take the matter under advisement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

RED CROSS


Julie Hankins, of the Hoosier Heartland Chapter of the American Red Cross located in Delaware County, appeared before the commissioners asking financial assistance.  Hankins reported that Red Cross provides emergency assistance and training.  Hankins noted that all funding public funding with zero coming from the government.  Hankins finished by indicating that in past years Rush County has struggled and Delaware County has stepped in to assist, and now Delaware County needs assistance.


Tom Barnes reported that currently no money is available within the 2009 budget. The commissioners encouraged Hankins to appear before the council during their August 12th meeting.

RUSH COUNTY YOUTH WORK CAMPS, INC.,


Charlie Smith on behalf of Rush County Youth Work Camps, Inc. appeared before the commissioners asking financial assistance with the 400 youth that will be coming to Rush County in the summer of 2010.  Smith reported that the youth will be working on seventy (70) houses of the elderly and handicap.  The home improvements will be at no cost to the homeowners.  Smith invited the commissioners to attend an educational power point presentation being given during the August 12th council meeting that will be held in the assembly room of the courthouse.  Smith asked the commissioners to consider committing a portion of future EDIT monies in support of the youth work camp.
RALEIGH FIRE DEPARTMENT


Verlin Custer, Raleigh Fire Chief, reported that Raleigh Fire Department has installed an alternate point of dispatch for the Rush County Sheriff Department.  The sheriff dispatch will be able to set up within the Raleigh Fire Department at no coast to the county.


Commissioner Ken Masters commended the Raleigh Fire Department for service over and above their duty.  Masters made the motion to budget the fire departments requested budget increase of $8,000 for the 2010 proposed budget. Masters also made the motion to give an overall increase of $2,000 each to both the Milroy EMS and Carthage Fire Department for the 2010 proposed budget.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Barnes noted that the council has the ultimate and final approval regarding any and all budget increases.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, received approval of the A.R.R.A. (American Recovery Reinvestment Act) contracts on a motion from Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  The tax stimulus contracts are for the area on 600 N to 900 N on 800 E and the area located on 1100 N to 1200 N on 800 E.

The commissioners approved three (3) LPA consulting contracts with United Consulting Engineers.  The areas affected are on 800 E between Glenwood and 250 N; 800 E between 600 N and 900 N; 800 E between 1100 North and 1200 North; 800 E between Glenwood, South to Orange Pike, and between 715 W from St Rd 44 to Base Rd.

Discussion was held regarding straightening the curve on 800E.  Sitton explained that ROW takes three (3) years for approval.  A.R.R.A. is immediate start up.  Federal ROW requires an environmental study when involving a ROW.


Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign the three (3) contracts in the amount of $94,278.46.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Sitton noted that the state pays the entire contract.


Sitton reported that Phase II of the Carthage Pike Project has run into wetlands not discovered in 2004.  The wetlands that have developed since 2004 are located on the Southeast corner of Bridge 12.  Sitton reported that the engineering exam cost $6,700 with the state paying 80%. Mitigation will be involved. The county is asking the state does to pay 80% of the mitigation fees.

Commissioner Ken Masters shared his concerns regarding the railroad crossing located at 200 E.  Sitton reported that the crossing is a single vehicle crossing and that the railroad company has been contacted and will not change the approach to the crossing.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-seven (37) inmates housed in the Rush County jail. Four (4) inmates are sentenced and thirty-three (33) inmates are pre-sentenced.  

The commissioners reminded Sherwood of the jail trustees moving the roofing tiles from the clock tower to the courthouse basement.  Sherwood noted that he was in the process of securing wood skids.


Sherwood reported on the funding opportunities towards the department acquiring a canine dog.


Sherwood shared commended the Raleigh Fire Department for becoming a back up center for the sheriff dispatch.


Sherwood reported that CodeRed had a training day on July 17th.  One hundred forty (140) individuals have signed up for the service.  Sherwood stressed that assistance is needed by the media regarding getting individuals signed up for the service.  Sherwood finished by stating that the service is only as good as the data base created.  


Sherwood reported that the Steam Engine show has requested security for their weekend show in August.  Tom Barnes encouraged Sherwood to take the Homeland Security trailer to the show.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of payroll claims ending July 24 on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Bi-weekly claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  Adams explained that effective July 1st; bi-weekly claims are no longer required to be advertised as a legal notice in the newspaper.  Court claims other than jury are required to be advertised.  Adams reported that her office will post the claims on the bulletin board inside the North entrance of the courthouse and the claims will also be posted on the county website.

EMA


The commissioners reviewed the run logs for Milroy EMS and Carthage Fire Dept.  


Tom Barnes reported that Milroy Fire Department financial assistance for eight (8) department members will be paid from the EMA Budget.  The county will pay for one half of the training.

ASSESSOR


The Commissioners approved the X-Soft Master Agreement for Licensed Software and Services and the Model Contract for Computer Software Services and Equipment on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.  The contract is in the amount of $98,000.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN


The commissioners approved the 2009 Capital Improvement Plan for Rush County on a motion by Ken Masters. Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.




***place ORDINANCE HERE

MISC.

· Approved the Indiana State Board of Animal Health (BOAH) contract regarding the testing for Bovine Tuberculosis on a motion by Ken Masters. Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.
· Approved and signed the Subrecipient Semi-Annual report for Manilla Community Fire Department on a motion by Marvin Cole.   Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried
· Approved and signed the Subrecipient Semi-Annual report for Western Rush County Regional Water and Sewer District on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.
· Marvin Cole made the motion to have a traffic count conducted on State Road 3 at no charge.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried. The traffic count is being conducted on behalf of EIDD

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
