REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    SEPTEMBER 29, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, September 29th, 2008 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the September 15th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

HEALTH 


Dr. Davis Ellis, Health Officer, asked the Commissioners to approve the recently updated proposed Retail Food Establishment and Bed and Breakfast Establishment Ordinance 2008-6.  Dr. Ellis reported that the ordinance update is long overdue.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the ordinance.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


In other business Dr. Ellis shared his concerns regarding the low hourly pay for part-time food inspector/sanitarian.  The commissioners advised Dr. Ellis to take his concerns to the council.
AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that Allan and Misty Thompson have filed a petition to amend the zoning maps to change the zoning of their property from Commercial to Residential.  Marvin Cole made the motion to schedule a public hearing during the regular scheduled commissioners meeting October 14, 2008 at 10:00 am.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Todd reported that a public hearing has been held regarding amendments to the zoning ordinance.  Todd continued to report that changes to include a wind ordinance will need to be added to the zoning ordinance.  The public hearing has been continued until November.


Todd reported that the Area Plan Commission held a public hearing to amend the comprehensive plan.  The amended comprehensive plan received a favorable recommendation.  Todd asked the commissioners to schedule a public hearing to review and adopt the proposed plan.  Ken Masters made the motion to schedule the public hearing during the October 14, 2008 commissioners meeting.  The hearing will be held at 10:15 am.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Todd reported that he is on the ECDC Housing Committee.  Todd reported that Milroy is actively involved within ECDC in their community.  The Milroy ECDC wish to review the counties comprehensive plan for commercial and residential areas.

MOSCOW COVERED BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE


The Commissioners discussed the necessary appointments to the Moscow Covered Bridge Reconstruction Committee.  Ken Masters made the motion to appoint Don Miller/Moscow area resident and currently housing the former bridge parts; Wayne Goodman/Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana; John Rigsbee/CSO Architects; Marvin Cole/Commissioner of Southern District; Larry Stout/Rush County Heritage; Jerry Sitton/Rush County Highway; Dan Collom/Square and Level Construction; Deborah Adams/Rush County Auditor; Suzanne Kendall/MainSource Financial Group, of which all are to administer the financing and reconstruction of the Moscow Covered Bridge.  Marvin Cole Seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  It was noted that Councilman Norman Winkler has already been appointed by the council to serve on the committee.  Honorary Co-Chair’s are Governor Mitch Daniels and James Schellinger, CEO of CSO Architects.

John Rigsbee of CSO Architects provided the commissioners with a packet outlining “The Timeline” “The Bridge” and “The Builder” of the reconstruction project.  The commissioners advised that all decisions are to be made within the committee and to report back to the commissioners.  The committee has its first scheduled meeting for Tuesday, September 30th at 7:00 pm in the council chambers within the Auditors office.

Dan Collom of Square and Level Construction provided a rough cost proposal and timeline for each phase of the reconstruction.  Collom reported that after the old timbers are inspected and determined to be salvageable the funds will be removed accordingly.
CIRCUIT COURT


Circuit Court Judge David Northam and Chief Probation Officer Mark Fields appeared before the commissioners asking them to renew the agreement with Henry County Youth Center.  The agreement is for 180 beds with the per diem being the same $130 daily per bed.  Mark Fields reported that Rush County has thus far utilized 360 beds during the 2008 year.  Fields noted that the county is still responsible for the detention centers with the state taking over the remaining costs.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the agreement. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

SHERIFF


Duane Raab, Chief Sheriff Deputy, appeared before the commissioners while Sheriff Jeff Sherwood was on vacation.  Raab reported that currently twenty-four (24) inmates are housed in the Rush County Jail.  Seven (7) inmates are sentenced and seventeen (17) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Raab reported that the roof on the back garage of the jail has been completely installed.  The parking lines have also been re-established on the back parking lot.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that Dr. John Williams, Superintendent of Schools, and Mark VanNatta, has asked the county to improve and widen Walnut Street that is located next to the new Milroy School site.  Sitton reported that currently no funds are available for the requested improvements.  Sitton reported that he has $17 million committed on the 900 West Project and is $1million short on the Carthage Pike Project.  Sitton reported that for the past twenty (20) years businesses have always financed road improvements.  Sitton reported that he explained to Dr. Williams and VanNatta that it was not necessary to widen the street to the proposed twenty-two (22) feet.  

Ken Masters made the motion to support Sitton’s recommendations and to deny the request to widen Walnut Street due to lack of means for the county to fund such a project.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Commissioner Barnes questioned Sitton regarding flooding on Amphitheatre Road.  Sitton reported that the person owning the property in question was happy with the repair results.  After further conversation Sitton will review the area again.
COURTHOUSE CLOCK TOWER ROOF


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that an invoice has been received from The Traditions Group in the amount of $3,500 for materials and set up after the June 3rd tornado.  Ken Masters made the motion to deny the claim to be further processed.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.    Adams will talk to Schroeder Insurance regarding filing a claim for the recent wind damage.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approval for the pay period ending September 3rd.  Marvin Cole made the motion. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that county distribution of tax collections will be released Tuesday September 30th.

Adams reported that the Moscow School Demolition Bids had been disturbed after the bid opening on August 29th.  Adams reported that a copy of the Asbestos abatement submitted by Chad Bowles of Bowles Construction had later been attached to the R.L. Coon bid.  Rob Puckett was questioned regarding the insertion of the asbestos abatement and was informed by county attorney Leigh Morning that nothing could be submitted or attached to any bid after the bids were opened.  Morning informed the commissioners that they would need to select another submitted bid that met the specifications or reject all bids.
ASSESSOR


At 10:08 bids were received and opened by county attorney on behalf of the County Assessor for the revaluation of all real estate located within Rush County. One (1) bid was received and opened.  The Nexus Group submitted a bid of $279,200 for 2010 pay 2011.  Ken Masters made the motion to accept the bid. Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.
MISC.

· Commissioner Tom Barnes addressed the comments received regarding moving commissioner meetings to evening meetings.  Barnes explained that this was attempted several years ago during Commissioner Cole’s early term and the attendance was less and was an inconvenience to all who attended.  Commissioner Barnes continued to explain that no compensation is budgeted for office holders to attend the meetings outside the normal office hours.  The commissioners chose to not at this time change the meeting hours. 

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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