REGULAR MEETING                         RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                SEPTEMBER 10 & 11, 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, September 10, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Bruce Levi, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.


Chairman Norman Winkler called the meeting to order followed by the pledge of allegiance.  The minutes of the August 29, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2008
BUDGET FIRST READING


Each department was given the opportunity to present their individual budget(s) to the council for the budget year 2009.  
AREA PLAN

Approved the transfer of $1,000 from Ordinance Printing (1-23-3-11) to Part-time (1-23-1-3) on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


The council adopted Ordinance 2008-3 an Ordinance Permitting the Charging and Collecting of Fees for the Collection of Hazardous Materials by the Rush County Solid Waste Management District on a motion by Jerry Kent, seconded by Gerald Mohr.  Motion carried.






****Insert ordinance here***


The council adopted Ordinance 2008-4 an Ordinance Creating a Non-Reverting Fund for the Rush County Solid Waste Management District on a motion by Jerry Kent, seconded by Gerald Mohr.  Motion carried.






*****Insert ordinance here****

WAGES


Discussion was held regarding salary and wage increases for employees.  Jerry Kent made the motion to increase salaries by 2.5% John Pavey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Further discussion was held and Councilman Kent withdrew his motion.

Councilman Gerald Mohr made the motion to approve the first reading of the budgets, seconded by Jerry Kent.  Motion carried.

NON-BINDING  REVIEW  OF BUDGETS


The council reviewed budgets of Anderson Twp; Center Twp; Jackson Twp; Noble Twp; Orange Twp; Posey Twp; Richland Twp; Ripley Twp; Rushville Twp; Union Twp; Walker Twp; Washington Twp; and The Town of Glenwood.  No recommendations were made.

· Resolution 2008-1 Anderson Twp

· Resolution 2008-2 Center Twp

· Resolution 2008-3 Jackson Twp

· Resolution 2008-4 Noble Twp

· Resolution 2008-5 Orange Twp

· Resolution 2008-6 Posey Twp

· Resolution 2008-7 Richland Twp

· Resolution 2008-8 Ripley Twp

· Resolution 2008-9 Rushville Twp

· Resolution 2008-10 Union Twp

· Resolution 2008-11 Walker Twp

· Resolution 2008-12 Washington Twp

· Resolution 2008-13 Town of Glenwood

These mentioned resolutions were passed on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by

Jerry Kent.  Motion carried.


The motion to adjourn the budget process until 8:00 a.m. Thursday, September 11, 2008 was made by John Pavey, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2008

The Rush County Council met for the second reading of the budget, Thursday, September 11, 2008 at 8:00 am with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Leigh Morning Attorney and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.  Chairman Winkler led those in attendance to the reciting of Pledge of Allegiance.

L.O.I.T.


Senator Robert Jackman appeared before the council to discuss the ramifications and to encourage the council to adopt L.O.I.T.  Rush County resident Phil Gordon shared his views regarding property tax and income tax.  
SALARIES  AND  WAGES


John Pavey made the motion to approve a 3% increase in pay to office holders, department heads and all full time employees.  Warren Norris seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Gerald Mohr made the motion to increase the part-time hourly wage from $9.75 to the new hourly wage of $10.50.  Kevin Spilman seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

BUDGET SECOND HEADING


Each budget was reviewed and changes made to some of the presented budgets.  Jerry Kent made the motion to approve the budgets as adjusted.  Gerald Mohr seconded by motion.  Motion carried.
MOSCOW  SCHOOL


Discussion was held regarding the removal of the former Moscow School.  It was noted that the county currently does not have an adopted “Un-Safe Building Ordinance” nor are any funds available or appropriated for the removal of the former school.

Jerry Kent made the motion that the County Council is going on record to having NO intentions to pay for the demolition of the former Moscow School that is privately owned, and where there are no funds available to finance the demolition.  John Pavey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Chairman Norman Winkler will attend the September 15, 2008 Commissioner meeting informing them of the County Councils decision.
E.M.A.


The council discussed the request made my E.M.A. Coordinator Mike Ooley during the August 29th County Commissioners meeting asking payment of over-time for himself and volunteer assistant Rob Puckett.  The requested over-time is being reported to have resulted from the Moscow disaster.
Jerry Kent spoke of the huge ramifications and the precedent being set if the over-time is allowed.  County attorney Leigh Morning informed the council that there are no funds appropriated for the volunteer position.  Morning also spoke of Puckett being exempt of liability under the “Good Samaritan” law.

Bruce Levi expressed his concerns that possibly part-time EMA Coordinator Mike Ooley would be entitled to overtime.  Morning indicated that Ooley’s hours would had to have been documented, and that the auditor will need a copy of  the completed EMA file of the whole Moscow disaster prior to any possible check being issued to Ooley.  The council asked Morning to research the overtime laws surrounding this possibility. 

Motion to adjourn was initiated by Jerry Kent.  Bruce Levi seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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