REGULAR SESSION    RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS       SEPTEMBER 15, 2008

The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, September 15, 2008 with commissioner’s Marvin Cole and Ken Masters, Leigh Morning, County Attorney and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.  Commissioner Chairman Tom Barnes was absent.

Minutes of the August 29, 2008 meeting were approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

MOSCOW SCHOOL


Norman Winkler, Council Chairman, appeared before the commissioners.  Councilman Winkler informed the Commissioners during their September 11th council meeting the motion was made to not pay for the Moscow school removal.  Councilman Winkler informed the commissioners that currently the county has not adopted an “Unsafe Building Ordinance” and no funds have been appropriated or is currently available for the funding of the tear down and removal of the Moscow school.


Rob Puckett, Volunteer EMA Assistant, informed the commissioners that approval has been received from FEMA indicating a 100% match.  Puckett indicated that the EMA are recommending to the commissioners to accept the $80,000 bid presented by R.L. Coon. The asbestos abatement will be another $11,500 the auditor asked for copies of each PW for her files.  Puckett will provide the files.  


Mike Ooley, EMA Coordinator, asked the commissioners to pay his volunteer assistant Rob Puckett over time accumulated during the Moscow disaster. County Auditor Deborah Adams informed Ooley that funds had not been appropriated within the EMA budget.  County Attorney Leigh Morning informed Ooley that the position is a volunteer position that does not include pay. Morning continued by informing Ooley and the commissioners that the volunteer position exempts Puckett from liability issues.  Ooley was encouraged to appear before the County Council.

SURVEYOR


Marvin Rees, Surveyor, updated the commissioners on North Industrial Park.  Rees reported that his current part time employee is experiencing health issues which will affect his office a couple days a month.  Rees continued to report that during this time while he is out in the field the office will be closed.  A sign will be posted informing the public to go to the health department with their inquires.


Rees questioned the August 29th decision by the commissioners regarding liability claim insurance for the vehicle provided by the county for his usage.  Deborah Adams Auditor informed Rees that all county departments who utilize a county vehicle are responsible for the payment of their vehicle insurance and other maintenance expenses from within their respective department budgets.  It was discovered that the Surveyor and the EMA departments are currently not paying the insurance. Rees was assured that he had the funds within his budget for the expense and could easily make the necessary transfer.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, reported that the Clean-Green collection day was successful.  Yeend gave special thanks to the sheriff department and the many volunteers who assisted with the collection day.


Yeend reminded the commissioners of the scheduled Solid Waste Board meeting scheduled for later in the day.  Yeend asked permission to attend the Association of Indiana Solid Waste Management District conference.  The conference is scheduled for October 1st and 2nd.  Marvin Cole made the motion to allow Yeend to attend the conference.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Yeend finished with asking that the parking area behind the sheriff department detached garage be once again painted for vehicle parking spaces.

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported on E-911 cell phone calls being transmitted to adjoining Henry County.  Herbert reported that Raleigh Fire Chief Verlin Custer is correct with his statements.  Herbert indicated that there are currently two (2) different towers installed in Northern Rush County with directional antennas. The antennas have and will direct various cell E-911 calls to adjoining Henry County.  Herbert noted that it is possible to tweak the antennas.


Herbert reported that the I-T room temperature needs to be maintained at 72 to 73 degrees.  The room houses the courthouse computer servers, fiber and other computer equipment.  During summer periods that the courthouse is closed the temperature will rise.  Stan Richards of Quality Plumbing informed the commissioners that a condensing unit needs to be wired and installed outside the courthouse.  The refrigeration unit including installation will cost between $6,000 and $7,000.  Herbert was instructed to discuss the matter with the council.  Brad Smith, Rush Memorial Hospital CEO, offered to keep the servers and other equipment in a protected area located in the hospital.  Marvin Cole made the motion to take the matter under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

COURTHOUSE


Stan Richards of Quality Plumbing reported that the air handler located in the west side of the courthouse attic is not properly operating.  The burnt terminal needs to have the starter disconnect replaced or to have the area wired around.  The replacement will cost between $1,600 and $1,700.  To wire around the starter disconnect will cost approximately $700.  Marvin Cole made the motion to replace the starter disconnect.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MOSCOW COVERED BRIDGE


Larry Stout of Rush County Heritage appeared before the commissioners asking the status of the appointment of the earlier discussed Moscow Covered Bridge Committee.  Deborah Adams Auditor informed Stout that the Council had made their appointment and the commissioners have yet to make their appointments.  Stout reported that a web site is being created to address contributions towards the fund.  Stout reported on donation efforts during the Indiana State Fair and the upcoming Parke County Festival scheduled during October.  The commissioners indicated that they will make their appointments during the September 29th meeting.  It was indicated that the main concern was not to have too large of a committee that would only present communication issues.


John Rigsbee of CSR Architecture questioned the possibility of having one committee with two (2) sub-committees (1 – local committee; 1 – state committee).  Rigsbee shared his thoughts of setting up a 501 Non-Profit bank account that will accept sizeable contributions; Dan Collum preparing a time line of realistic expectations and Mr. Barker getting started on the engineering plans.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that a Public Hearing is scheduled for September 23rd at 7:30 to hear the Ag 1 through Ag 4 Zoning Ordinances.  A Public Hearing is also scheduled to hear amendments to the Comprehensive plan to the Ag Ordinance.


Todd questioned Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, as to the updating of the county maps.  Todd indicated that his files indicate that the maps were last reviewed six to seven years ago.  The maps are updated to address county road setbacks.  Sitton indicated that no changes have been made.


The Manilla property (Manilla Grain) owned by the commissioners was discussed regarding placing it back on the tax rolls.  Todd reported that only a large amount of concrete and little scrub trees remain.  Leigh Morning County Attorney informed Todd and the commissioners that the property will need to be appraised by two appraisers prior to being auctioned to the public.  The property must also bring at least 90% of the appraisal.  Todd reported that one of the adjoining property owners has encroached on the county ROW and no letter has been sent. 

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-one (21) inmates are currently being housed in the jail.  Six (6) inmates are sentenced and fifteen (15) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood reported that approximately twenty-five (25) clock tower roof tiles were lost over the weekend from the high winds experienced throughout Rush County and Indiana.  Tiles were located in the area of the Fire Department and Pizza King.  Sherwood reported that during the high winds on Sunday the street area around the courthouse was dangerous for the public and could present major issues if not addressed.


Sherwood reported on the replacement of the steps and ramp of the jail along with the replacement of the south courthouse entrance steps.  Sherwood indicated that specifications and two quotes will be provided during the September 29th meeting.


The Commissioners signed the “Agreement to Provide Inmate Meals” with Rush Memorial Hospital on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Sherwood finished with reporting that replacement of the metal roof on the sheriff department detached garage began today.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, provided the commissioners for their review the August highway fund report. Sitton reported that Rush County has received the 2007 safety award.  The award issued by IPEP (Workers Comp) is issued annually.  Rush County has not received the award since 1999.


Sitton reported that Sunday, September 14th Rush County experienced high winds up to 50 mph.  Sitton reported that seven (7) of his employees had been out since 1pm until 6am removing downed trees.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the payroll for the period ending September 19th.  Payroll claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that tax collections will be certified and the distribution process will begin.  Adams reported that both she and Treasurer Mary Ann Beard have agreed to distribute the tax collections immediately. Adams indicated that baring no problems tax distribution will be sent to local taxing units on September 30th. 

AIR EVAC BASE 76


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, addressed the situation surrounding a letter authorized by the commissioners and issued by the EMA department to Brad Smith, Rush Memorial Hospital CEO.  Morning prepared and had available a notice addressed to Seth Meyers of Air Evac EMS, Inc.  The notice is to serve as a retraction of the previous letter requesting a suspension of all Air Evac flights into and out of the Rushville base.  Both of the letters surround the air ambulance tragedy on August 31, 2008 in Decatur County.  The notice was approved for signing on a motion received by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  Brad Smith Rush Memorial CEO was on hand to receive a copy of the notice.

MISC.

· Reviewed August run report submitted by Raleigh Fire Department

· Reviewed the August monthly Treasurers report

· Made the proclamation of Constitution Week 2008 on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried

COURTHOUSE CLOCK TOWER ROOF


R.J. Kunkle of The Traditions Group appeared before the commissioners to discuss the current condition of the clock tower roof.  

· Kunkle recommended the closing of the North, South and West courthouse doors due to roofing tiles hanging on the roof.

· Kunkle recommended mobilizing and assessing the situation at a cost of $758 per a nine hour crew day

· Commissioner Cole shared his concerns and displeasure that the wrong nails were initially used during the laying of the roofing tiles. Cole also informed Kunkle that if the proper specified ring shank nails had been used, tiles would not be scattered throughout the town.

· County Attorney Leigh Morning questioned Kunkle as to why the county has yet, after numerous requests, not received the manufacturer contact information.

· Jerry Sitton shared photos and addressed his concerns that the ring shank nails were not used as specified by the manufacturer, nor were the tiles spaced properly on the roof.  The Traditions Group instead used smooth nails to install the roofing tiles.

· Kunkle was questioned as to guaranteeing his workmanship and warranty of the service provided.  Kunkle stated that his company would not do any work without a cost to the county.

· Kunkle did offer when questioned that the materials have a 75 year warranty but the installation had no warranty.  Kunkle continued by stating that no performance bond was provided since the commissioners initially did not request a bond.

· Leigh Morning asked the commissioners to consider what Kunkle had just shared with them, saying that he “Will NOT Warrant His Work Since a Bond Was NOT Requested”

· Kunkle answered when questioned, that yes he does have liability insurance.  Jerry Sitton recommended that the commissioners file a claim against Kunkle’s liability insurance.

· Commissioner Masters expressed that the county should look at other avenues towards getting the roof repaired.

Commissioner Cole made the motion to table any further discussion and to pursue other avenues to correct the roofing problems. Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


County Attorney Leigh Morning instructed R.J. Kunkle, owner of The Traditions Group, that at this moment his company is NOT to touch the roof.  The Traditions Group is not to touch any loose tiles, fasten down or replace any tiles.  The Traditions Group is not doing anything and if the county needed them they would contact him.


Motion to adjourn was immediately received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

_______________________________  ______________________________  ___________________________

TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN               MARVIN COLE                                  KEN MASTERS

