REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         AUGUST  14, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in special session, Thursday, August 14th, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, and Deborah Adams, Auditor, in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  Ralph Lane, Deputy State Director for U.S. Senator Lugar and Amy Oberhelman, Legislative Assistant for U.S. Senator Lugar’s Washington D.C. office were present on behalf of Senator Lugar.  The meeting was held to discuss the facilitating of the FEMA claims and funding of the reconstruction of the Moscow Covered Bridge along with the clean up of the disaster debris.

Commissioner Barnes updated Ralph Lane and Amy Oberhelman of the initial assessment of the bridge and disaster site.

· Thirteen (13) houses were destroyed and over thirty (30) homes and structures were damaged during the June 3rd tornado
· The County is accepting the recommended plan by Governor Mitch Daniels to utilize private funds and to appoint a reconstruction committee

· 75% of the former covered bridge was recovered during the clean-up phase

· Popular trees from the Indiana forest will be used for the re-construction  of the bridge

· Dan Collom will be the on site construction supervisor and will provide a skeleton crew

· The Kentucky/Indiana Apprenticeship program will provide between 2,000 and 4,000 volunteer hours

· The county will use DOC (Dept of Correction) man power during the re-construction

· Governor Daniels has assured the county $300,000 of public funds

· Rush  County will need to raise $100,000 to $150,000 of private funds

· Jim Barker, Engineer, has extensive knowledge of the Kennedy covered bridges, and his engineering services will be paid through the Indiana Historical Land Marks.

· The reconstruction of the bridge will not be an additional tax burden
· INDOT has offered their equipment but the county will not receive any funding thru INDOT, the state or local tax dollars.

· Beams can be cut using the DOC mill 

· The Amish community has offered their assistance

· Meals will be provided by local organizations
FEMA

· The commissioners reported that 90% of the FEMA reimbursement application has been completed and filed.  

· The debris clean-up will be bid out.  

· The Moscow school is privately owned and the owner had no insurance.  The State Fire Marshall condemned the school August 1st.  In the current condition, the building will fall on a county ROW.  Currently FEMA is trying to assist with a solution to tear down the school.  The commissioners asked Senator Lugar to give FEMA the authority to fund the tearing down of the school.  Senator Lugar’s office asked for an estimate of damage to be submitted to them by August 29th.  Mr. Lane discussed the difference of private and public and how that effects the school removal.  The auditor will fax copies of the letters from the local Fire Marshall and the Commissioners to Ralph Lane.
FLATROCK RIVER CLEAN UP

· Old Mill Race channel was full of timbers and down stream

· Bruce Davis Towing and Recovery cleaned up the debris in and along the Flatrock River south of the bridge into Decatur County.

· The county along with other counties had flooding on June 10th and 11th.

· The commissioners decided to clean up the river and received authorization from landowners 

· Timbers were located and recovered up to six (6) miles away in the Flatrock River

· FEMA indicated that the river bed clean up could not be authorized by them

· FEMA indicated that only 200’ beyond the bridge site can be reimbursed and the county has an interpretation of 800’ beyond the bridge site can be reimbursed.

· FEMA will not reimburse the $47,000 Davis Towing & Recovery invoice

· FEMA referred the county to NRCS making the decisions and final ruling

· The County should appeal a negative decision and Senator Lugar will support the appeal

· Appeal letters will also copied to Congressman Mike Pence and Indiana Senator Richard Lugar

· Letters are needed from Decatur and Bartholomew counties to support any appeal


Motion to adjourn was received at 10:20 am from Ken Masters, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
