REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         AUGUST  29, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Friday, August 29th, 2008 with Commissioner, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. Commissioner Tom Barnes was absent.
Commissioner Ken Masters called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the August 18th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Coordinator, reminded everyone of the Green-Clean Solid Waste collection day scheduled for September 13th.  Yeend noted that chemicals will not be collected.

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported that he is currently working to address the E-911 problem with cell phones.  Herbert reported that there is a 300’ to 400’ foot threshold from the county line that would allow the E-911 call to possibly go the adjoining county.  Herbert reported that he is doing more extensive testing.

COURTHOUSE

R.J. Kunkle of The Traditions Group appeared before the commissioners to discuss setting up in the clock tower for roof repairs.  The commissioners informed Kunkle that due to Commissioner Barnes being absent, they were still taking the matter under advisement.  Commissioner Cole shared his displeasure and disappointment in the quality of work done in regards to the repair of the clock tower roof during the past year.  Questions were raised as to the screws used for the attachment of the roof tiles.  Marvin Cole made the motion to continue to take the matter under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
VICTIM ASSISTANCE


Paul Barada, Prosecutor, asked the commissioners to approve the 80/20 grant to support the Victim Assistance program.  The counties share is in-kind and the total grant is $5,830.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve the grant.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, shared his concerns surrounding the August 25th letter received from Raleigh Fire Department Fire Chief Verlin Custer.


Sherwood reported that eighteen (18) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail.  Seven (7) inmates are sentenced and eleven (11) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that bridge proposals are due by 10:30.  Sitton explained the review and score process.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve payroll.  The commissioners approved payroll on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.


The commissioners approved the monthly claims with the exception of The Traditions Group claim on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams asked the commissioners to approve and sign the contract with Umbaugh for the analysis of circuit breaker tax credits.  Adams reported that the $30,000 contract will be split at $10,000 each between the City and Rush County Schools.  Adams reported on the two circuit breaker committee meetings held with the City and the School administration. 

Adams asked for clarity regarding two Schroeder Insurance claims.  Adams reported as general rule departments are responsible for their insurance liability premiums.  One claim for the 2002 Ford Explorer should be paid by the Surveyor’s office as it is his vehicle.  The second claim is for the 2006 FEMA camper and trailer which should be paid by the EMA office.  The commissioners agreed that each department should be responsible for their individual expenses.

Adams asked the commissioners to request a survey to determine ownership of property as outlined in a Corporate Quitclaim Deed dated September of 1993. The deed does not significantly describe the parcels.  The deed conveys property from Indiana Hi-Rail to Honey Creek Railroad.  Adams explained that there is conflict and currently some areas of the railroad is currently listed as Indiana Hi-Rail, yet no taxes are being paid and in some areas parcel numbers do not exist.  Marvin Cole made the motion for County Attorney Leigh Morning to Bill Smith requesting a survey be provided.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MOSCOW SCHOOL DEMOLITION

Jack and Linda Baker of the Moscow area gave their thanks to the commissioners for their work of the clean up and the demolition of the Moscow school.  Baker who lives across from the school reported that 15’ off the north end of the school is his septic field.  Baker noted that that the septic field is a mound system and cannot handle the weight of demolition vehicles.


At 9:30 am the listed Moscow School demolition bids were opened by county attorney Leigh Morning:

· Champion – asking for a set of plans and will be returned

· Atkins Underground Tank Co - $95,500

· Heger Drainage & Demolition – $118,500

· Renascent - $72,600 (asbestos quote not included)

· Beaty Construction - $51,600 (asbestos quote not included)

· Bowles Construction - $141,653

· Millennium Contractor LLC - $105,793.73 (asbestos quote not included)

· Sporleder Excavating & Trucking - $280,000

· R.L. Coon Excavating - $80,000 (asbestos quote not included)

County Attorney Leigh Morning advised the commissioners to take the bids under 

Advisement allowing EMA to review each bid against the bid specifications.  Marvin Cole made the motion to take the bids under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

At 9:45 am a demolition debris bid arrived and was submitted from Apex.  County Attorney informed Apex that the bid would be retained and would not be opened due to the bid not being submitted in a timely manner.

MOSCOW AREA DEBRIS CLEAN-UP


At 9:30 am County Attorney Leigh Morning opened bids received for the debris clean-up in the Moscow area.

· Millennium Contractor LLC - $100 per ton with total estimate cost of $60,000

· Sporleder Excavating & Trucking - $400 per ton

· R.L. Coon Excavating - $1,000 per ton delivered to the landfill

Rob Puckett, volunteer EMA assistant, reported that he had assessed the area noting that 
none of the residents had placed any debris in the right of way.  Puckett reported that nothing is left other than minor debris.


Marvin Cole made the motion to reject all Moscow area debris bids.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


In other Moscow related business Rob Puckett Volunteer EMA assistant and Mike Ooley EMA director submitted notices to the commissioners requesting compensation for overtime hours spent managing post disaster activities. Ooley’s request is for 80 hours @ $25.00 per hour, including fringe benefits for a total of $2,000 Puckett’s request is for 125 hours at $20.00 per hour including fringe benefits for a total of $2,500 Marvin Cole made the motion to take the motion under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MISC.

· Reviewed the Treasurers monthly report for July, 2008

· Received notice of the appointment of Kevin Snyder to complete the term of Jeff McDaniel to the Rush County Public Defender Board.  McDaniel’s term will expire December 31, 2008.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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