REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         AUGUST  18, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, August 18th, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the August 4th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

Minutes of the Special Session August 8th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, asked that September 13th  be set aside for a county clean up collections day.  The collection site will be open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Rushville Conservation Club. Yeend asked to place a banner on the courthouse lawn to advertise the clean up/collection day.  Ken Masters made the motion to schedule the 13th of September and allow the banner to be placed on the courthouse lawn.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Yeend noted that traffic assistance will be needed from the sheriff department.
HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director, discussed the environmental clean up survey for the Hester property in Moscow.  Ooley reported that Mrs. Hester passed away August 17th due to injuries received during the June 3rd tornado.

Ooley reported that the Advisory Council met and will purchase and install through a grant forty-nine (49) 800 MHz radios.  Twelve (12) radios will be assigned to the sheriff department; Ten (10) radios will be assigned to the Rushville City Police Department; Two (2) radios will be assigned to the Carthage Police Department; One (1) radio will be assigned to the Glenwood Fire Department; Two (2) radios will be assigned to Carthage EMS; Three (3) radios will be assigned to Rush Memorial Hospital; One (1) radio will be assigned to Milroy EMS; each fire department will receive two (2) radios.  Ooley noted that the radios will be able to integrate into the current radio system.


The commissioners signed the 2007 EMPG Sub-grantee agreement on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  The Sub-grantee agreement is for  reimbursement of 1/2 of the 2007 salary for Mike Ooley.

The commissioners provided clarification as to why one more final clean-up for the Moscow tornado site area.  FEMA recommended one final clean-up of the site.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, turned over the plaque recovered from the Moscow Covered Bridge to the commissioners.  The commissioners asked Jerry Sitton, highway superintendent to keep the plaque until further notice.


Sherwood reported twenty-nine (29) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Thirteen (13) inmates are sentenced and sixteen (16) are pre-sentenced inmates.


Sherwood reported that he has discussed and received endorsement from the county council to replace the sheriff department detached garage roof.  An appropriation has been set aside in his jail budget. Ken Masters made the motion for Sherwood to proceed with the roof replacement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sherwood reported that the jail received a federal inspection and received notification that the outside handicap ramp does not meet federal code. Sherwood noted that the council also encouraged him to repair or replace the jail steps.  Ken Masters made the motion to accept bids on replacement of the handicap ramp and steps to the jail.  After further discussion Ken Masters rescinded his motion.  Sherwood was then instructed to get cost estimates.


Sherwood finished by reporting that newly hired merit deputy will begin his position August 23rd.
E-911


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported that he has discussed the E-911 Director position with Ron Jarman, former E-911 director.  Sherwood reported that both he and Ron Jarman would be willing to serve as Co-E-911 Directors.  After further discussion Ken Masters made the motion for Sherwood to be the Director and Jarman to be the technical assistant. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
HIGHWAY

Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, asked the commissioners to approve and sign the bridge plans for bridge #105 located on 450 West over Mudd Creek.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign the bridge plans cover sheet. Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sitton reported that the bridge inspection proposals will be received and opened during the August 29th meeting.  Sitton will review, score and forward the proposals to INDOT.  INDOT will review add their score and make the final decision.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, invited the commissioners to join a group of  ECDC members going to view a wind farm in Benton County.  The site visit will take place Wednesday, August  20th.  Ken Masters will represent the commissioners.


Todd reported that the Ag round table will meet August 26th to discuss the Ag zones and discuss adoptions of amendments of the compressive plans.

RUSH COUNTY PLAYERS


Scott Medd, representing the Rush County Players, presented the commissioners with a certificate of appreciation for the allowance of the utilization of the circuit courtroom of the courthouse.  Rush County Players put on the production “Sandbag, Stage Left, or One Dead Dolly” 
AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked and received approval of payroll claims for the pay period ending August 22nd on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams asked the commissioners to approve the Indiana Department of Revenue County Tax Rates for the fiscal year October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2009.  The CAGIT (County Adjusted Gross Income Tax) is 1.00% and the CEDIT (County Economic Development Income Tax) is 0.50% Ken Masters made the motion to approve both rates, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Adams reported that Maximus who are contracted as cost consultants for the county has submitted a claim of $10,388.67 for the reimbursement of first quarter indirect cost to the State of Indiana. The indirect cost is associated with the welfare and child support IV-D from 2006.

PUBLIC DEFENDER

Deborah Adams, Auditor, shared with the commissioners a letter received from John Worth, Chairman of the Public Defender Board.  Worth asked the commissioners to review their courthouse office space dilemma of the Public Defender’s staff.  The commissioners will take the matter under advisement.
COURTHOUSE


The commissioners discussed and shared their concerns of the submitted August 11th proposal received from The Traditions Group regarding the Clock Tower repairs from the June tornado damage. The quote asked for all payments being made by the 15th of September with the county agreeing that no money would be withheld for any legal reasons.  Concerns of guarantee of work quality with Commissioner Cole advising not to proceed with the payment plan as presented.  After further discussion Marvin Cole made the motion for the commissioners to take the proposal under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Tom Barnes will contact RJ Kunkle of The Traditions Group.
MISC

· Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that she has been contacted by Gary Eivall owner of Silvertree Apartments in Milroy.  Mr. Eivall is asking the commissioners to take over the ownership of the property.  The commissioners declined stating that they are not interested.
· The Commissioners reviewed the Milroy EMS run reports for the months of June and July.

· The Rush County Gun Club is having boundary disputes and has been instructed to appear before the commissioners.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
