Regular Meeting                
      Rush County Council
                August 13 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, August 13, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the July 9th, 2008 meeting were approved as corrected on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried.

E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening appeared before the council to take a group council photo to be utilized in a marketing campaign.

HOMELAND SECURITY

Tom Barnes, Commissioner, reported that Homeland Security Director Mike Ooley has applied for an $87,000 grant to purchase a 200 KW generator for the courthouse. Barnes continued to report that the county can purchase a used 175 kw generator from Rush Memorial Hospital if the county assists Rush Memorial with their hook-up of their newly purchased generator.  Barnes noted that the Health Department has approximately $12,000 of funds received for deliverable goods that can’t be used as planned.  It may be possible that these funds can be used to purchase the courthouse generator. 

Barnes reported that Ooley has applied for a $107,000 reimbursable grant towards the purchase and installation of 800 MHz radios in vehicles for county departments.


Barnes finished with reporting that the county will wrap up with the filing of claims with FEMA by the 15th of August.  Barnes stated that Rob Pucket, assistant homeland security volunteer did an excellent job as a non-paid assistant deputy.  Barnes noted that he personally would like to see Puckett compensated in some way.
COMMISSIONER


Commissioner Barnes reported and outlined to the council Governor Daniels plan of replacement and reconstruction of the Moscow Covered Bridge.  Rush County will receive $300,000 in guaranteed private funding.  John Rigsbee, former Rush County Resident, will spearhead the private fund drive for Governor Daniels.  The county will need to raise approximately $100,000 to $150,000 of non-tax dollars.

FEMA will reimburse the highway department 90% of the $255,000 Davis Towing/Recovery Moscow bridge recovery cost. FEMA will also reimburse the county 90% of the trash removal cost from Caldwell Gravel.  Barnes noted that FEMA has not indicated as to when the county will receive the reimbursement monies.


The county has applied for a United Way Grant disaster relief monies available through Eli Lilly.  Barnes noted that the grant monies will be used towards the Moscow clean up.


Barnes reported that a Moscow Covered Bridge Reconstruction Committee has been developed.  The committee consisting of Deborah Adams/Auditor; Jerry Sitton/highway superintendent;  Suzanne Kennedy/MainSource Bank; Carl Harcourt/Rush County Heritage Treasurer;  Marvin Cole/Commissioner of the Southern District; and a county council representative.  Jerry Kent made the motion to appoint Norman Winkler, council president to serve as the council representative.  Warren Norris seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Barnes reported that the county commissioners are taking bids for the tear down during their August 29th meeting for the demolition and removal of the Hester property.  Barnes noted that the commissioners will also be receiving bids for the Moscow area debris clean-up during their August 29th meeting.

AREA PLAN

Bill Todd reported that the BZA will be traveling to Benton County, Wednesday, August 20th to view a wind generating facility.

CIRCUIT COURT


Judge David Northam appeared before the council reporting on Catherine Custer, probation officer.  Judge Northam reported that Custer has officially gone to part-time status.  Custer will be paid from the Probation User Fees fund. 

 Custer will work 1092 hours in a calendar year, 21 hours a week, 42 hours per pay period.  Judge Northam reported that the state determines the part-time salary and will over-ride the county part-time hourly rate of $9.75.  The salary Custer will receive in 2008 is $26,153.15 ($23.94 hourly) and the budgeted 2009 salary is $26,937.70 ($24.66 hourly)  
Judge Northam reported that PERF requires a minimum of 1000 hours to be worked to be eligible participate in PERF.  Custer will receive no other benefits such as holiday, sick or vacation pay.  

Jerry Kent made the motion to approve the $23.94 part-time hourly rate for Custer for the remaining 2008 calendar year.  Kevin Spilman seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Judge Northam finished by reporting that Joe Jarman will be the new full-time probation assistant effective August 11th.
HIGHWAY

Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that due to slow FEMA reimbursement and the recent lightening damaged that his office received, high department health insurance claims and overtime from the Moscow tornado will probably result in an additional appropriation in the future.  Sitton noted that the lightening damage was approximately $4,000 and the claim settlement is being currently processed. 

Sitton reported that the department must now show proof of the PW pay out before FEMA will reimburse the county.  Sitton noted that unfortunately the county will probably not receive any FEMA reimbursement until after the 2008 year end.  

Sitton reported that he moved around money between various accounts to pay the recovery bill to Gary Davis Towing and Recovery.


Sitton asked the council to approve a transfer of $30,804.37 from Highway Maintenance Bituminous (2-202-2-7) to Highway General Other Equipment (2-204-4-3).  The transfer was approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr.  Seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried.


Discussion was held regarding the 90/10 FEMA reimbursement of the flooding on June 11th and 12th.  Sitton explained the cleaning of the debris in the Flatrock River at the bridge site and the surrounding area.  Indiana Senator Richard Lugar’s office has been contacted regarding Rush County needing his possible assistance.  Sitton reported that the county must first go through the proper channels and Senator Lugar’s office will jump in to assist with the over-time and equipment expense reimbursement if necessary.

Discussion was held regarding “COMP TIME” not being written in for the highway, sheriff and courthouse employee policy handbooks. FEMA will not reimburse the county “comp time” since it is not outlined in detail for any of effected departments policy handbook.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported an inmate count of 30 in the Rush county Jail.  


Sherwood asked the council to approve the signature of Norman Winkler on the Fourth Amendment to the Rush County Police Retirement Plan as prepared by McCready and Keene, Inc.  The amendment is to update the benefit limitations provided by Section 415 of the Internal Revenue Code (“415 limits”).  John Pavey made the motion to approve and sign the amendment.  Jerry Kent seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Sherwood noted that the amendment does impact the funding.

Sherwood reported that Doug Keith is the newly hired merit deputy.  Keith who has already been through the academy will begin working for the county August 23, 2008.  Sherwood reported that to completely outfit a new deputy will cost approximately $2,000.  Sherwood asked to transfer money remaining in the new deputy’s salary appropriation into the uniform appropriation.  Bruce Levi made the motion to allow the transfer.  Warren Norris seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Sherwood reported that he has received two quotes regarding replacement of the sheriff garage roof.  The roof quote is approximately $10,500 with siding being another $10,500 Quotes were received from B & H Construction and also from Wickey & Sons.  Conversation was held regarding the West side inner ceiling being in bad condition and beginning to collapse.  Jerry Kent encouraged Sherwood to fund the replacement of the roof from his 2008 budget and to make the other repairs in 2009.


Sherwood reported that the jail building recently received a federal inspection.  Sherwood reported that the current handicap accessible ramp does not meet federal code and must be corrected.


Sherwood reported that he has filled two (2) dispatcher vacancies.  One vacancy was filled with an individual who is confined to a wheelchair.  Sherwood explained the necessary upgrades within the facility to accommodate the new employee.  The council instructed Sherwood to replace the garage roof and to get quotes on replacement of the outside handicap ramp and steps.


Sherwood reported on the recent Fire Chiefs meeting.  Sherwood reported that dispatch concerns were addressed with the budgeting of one (1) new dispatcher for 2009.

E-911


Jeff Sherwood reported that the Ameritech appropriation will increase for 2009.  Sherwood reported that he asked for clarification from the commissioners as to who is the appointed E-911 director.  Sherwood reported that after discussing the position with Ron Jarman he will propose that he and Jarman share the director position as co-directors.   

INFRACTION DEFERRAL


Discussion was held regarding the additional appropriation request by Prosecutor Paul Barada Jr.  Mr. Barada was not present to address any concerns.  Barada requested $10,000 for office equipment (digital scanning software) 160-1-4-1; $10,000 for law enforcement (in car cameras) 160-1-2-2; $2,000 for educational programs (RMH) 160-1-3-6; $5,000 for educational programs (RCHS security) 160-1-3-6 Gerald Mohr made the motion to approve the additional appropriation.  John Pavey seconded the motion.  Voting Aye were Norman Winkler, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris and Kevin Spilman.  Voting Nay were Bruce Levi and Jerry Kent.
COUNTY ASSESSOR


The council approved the additional appropriation of the remaining unused Rushville Twp budgeted 2008 appropriations for the usage by the Rush County Assessor.  $300 for supplies (1-10-2-1) $100 for postage (1-10-3-1) and $919 for travel (1-10-3-2) was approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr.  Seconded by Bruce Levi.  Motion carried.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, Gerald Mohr, Norman Winkler and Kevin Spilman reported on the Circuit Breaker meeting attended on July 30th by the City of Rushville and Rush County Schools.  Adams encouraged the council to contract with Umbaugh to perform a parcel by parcel circuit breaker analysis.  The analysis is not to cost more than $30,000 and is to be split three ways between City, County and Rush County Schools.  Jerry Kent made the motion to contract with Umbaugh with the counties share not being more than $10,000.  John Pavey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams updated the council regarding the status of the assessor and auditor in regards to having assessed values for 2008 pay 2009.  Adams explained that both the Assessor and Auditor are compliant in all DLGF required areas with the Assessor awaiting approval of the ratio studies.

Adams reported that the DLGF has extended the deadline for the adoption of local budgets.  The current September 30th deadline will be extended to December 1.  Adams indicated that some counties were going with the December 1 date allowing the evaluation of the potential circuit breaker effects. Adams reported that the county will continue with the September 30th budget adoption deadline.


Adams discussed the DLGF web site allowing civil taxing units to download its individual data onto its unit code.  The county council may then gain access to the budgets and review prior to their council meeting.  Adams reported that most of Rush County’s civil units had not utilized the optional format.  Adams reported that she will have some budgets ready for the council to review during their August 27th meeting.  Adams reminded the council that they must first adopt a Non-Binding Resolution before reviewing the budgets.

SURTAX AND WHEEL TAX TEMPLATE


John Pavey and Jerry Kent had nothing to report on the preparation and definition of the different pounds for each vehicle for the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.
MEDICAL CARE FOR INMATES


The council approved and signed Ordinance 2008-1   establishing the Rush County Medical Care for Inmates Fund on a motion by John Pavey, Seconded by  Jerry Kent.  Motion carried.  Deborah Adams reported that Indiana Code requires this change.  Adams reported that previous monies received had been receipted into county general fund #1-93.  Adams noted that the sheriff will need to appropriate the funds in order to spend.  Money was receipted from #1-93 into the newly created fund #86





PLACE ORDINANCE HERE

FAMILY AND CHILDREN


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, reported to the council regarding the negotiations with vendors regarding debt owed by Rush County.  The state has mandated that any and all debt must be paid by December 31, 2008.  Deborah Adams stated that all loans must be repaid by the end of the year, knowing this the county will need to acquire a commercial loan.
The council approved Ordinance 2008-2 a loan to Family and Children Fund from the Rainy Day Fund in the amount of $400,000 on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by John Pavey.  Voting Aye were Gerald Mohr, John Pavey, Kevin Spilman, Warren Norris, and Bruce Levi.  Voting Nay was Jerry Kent.  


PLACE ORDINANCE HERE

The council approved Ordinance 2008-3 a loan to Family and Children from Cumulative Capital Development Fund in the amount of $400,000 on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Kevin Spilman. Voting Aye were John Pavey, Kevin Spilman, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi.  Voting Nay was Jerry Kent.



PLACE ORDINANCE HERE


Motion to adjourn was initiated by Warren Norris, seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried.
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