REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         AUGUST  4, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, August 4th, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the July 21st, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

HEALTH INSURANCE


Steve and Ruth Routzahn of the Routzahn Agency appeared before the commissioners to receive approval of the Key Benefits Administration agreement with Rush County Employees.  Jerry Sitton, Chairman of the Employee Health Insurance Committee reported that the committee had reviewed the agreement and recommended the approval and acceptance of the agreement with Key Benefits Administration.

Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the agreement for employee health insurance with Key Benefits Administration.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
RUSH COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION


Wanda Henderson, Senior Citizen Director appeared before the commissioners to receive their approval and signature of Resolution 2008-2 Section 5311 Operating Grant in the amount of $58,700.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign Resolution 2008-2.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

TOWN OF CARTHAGE


Wanda Henderson, representing the Town of Carthage Board, informed the commissioners of radio communication problems with the Fire and Police radios.  Randy Herbert will check the problem and report back to the commissioners. 
TREASURER


Mary Ann Beard, Treasurer, reported to the commissioners regarding the newly required two page format for the property tax statements. Beard reported that legislative mandates now require statements to be mailed to escrow accounts along with zero tax statements mailed to property owners.  Statements were printed in-house, with MainSource bank providing folding and stuffing services.

Beard reported to the county the stance that AIC (Association Indiana Counties) have taken towards the Chamber of Commerce supported Government Modernization Proposals.  Beard encouraged the commissioners to attend and support the half day DIPLOMA class being offered Friday, August 15th.  The commissioners instructed the auditor to register their attendance for the class.
STRAY DOGS

David Bowles, county resident on River Road, appeared before the commissioners to share his concerns regarding dogs running astray and mauling and killing seventeen (17) goats.  Bowles filed a kill report in the amount of $1,947.48.   Bowles shared his concerns of the dogs attacking his ten year old daughter.  Bowles asked the commissioners to consider adding to the current Animal Control Ordinance requiring dog owners to have liability insurance and to be assessed penalties on problem dogs.  

Commissioner Barnes shared his appreciation of Bowles appearing and sharing his concerns.  Barnes indicated that the ordinance needed modification.


Sheriff Jeff Sherwood reported that the dog attacks happened July 4th, and that Bowles filed a police report, the dog owners were cited, a claim was filed with the Auditor.  Sherwood noted that there were no identification tags on the dogs.

I-T

Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported that GeoComm, Inc. will convert at no charge the Area Plan GIS data to necessary format.  Herbert reported that additional training was not necessary.  The auditor will continue to hold the final payment check until the conversion is completed.  The conversion will be completed by August 8th.

Herbert reported that the Highway Department and the Sheriff Department both received lightening damage.

FIBER


Commissioner Barnes reported that a request has been received from a company wanting to purchase two (2) strands of fiber.  Barnes asked that a fiber board meeting be scheduled within the next thirty (30) days.

E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. Director, provided a project update.  Buening reported on the North Industrial Park, Master Drainage Plan, and other areas targeted.  Deborah Adams auditor asked Buening to once again provide monthly minutes as were previously provided by Mark Sloan.  Adams also addressed the issue of the county not creating a GIS Website at this time.
EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Director, reported that an 800 MHz tower has been erected in Morristown.  Ooley reported that three towers have been erected in Shelby County and this should help the Carthage situation.


Ooley provided a grant update and asked to schedule an Advisory Council Meeting for Monday August 12th at 3:00 pm in the Commissioner’s Room.  The auditor will notify the media.


Ooley reported that the mobile command unit has now been completed and will be available for public viewing during the Manilla Fish Fry during the Weekend of August 9th.


Ooley reported that the CERT program has begun.  August 11th is the FEMA storm damage deadline.  Ooley finished with reporting that he met with the State Fire Marshalls office Thursday, July 31st regarding the Hester property in Moscow.  Ooley provided copies of an evaluation report filed by Walt Knaepple of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security. Tom Barnes provided a copy of a letter from James Hester who currently is P.O.A. for Diane Hester.  Leigh Morning provided a letter sent to FEMA addressing the demolition of the Moscow School Building.

COURTHOUSE TOWER

Dean Jundt of the Traditions Group appeared before the commissioners to inform them that Titan Mfg. LLC is offering no financial assistance to correct the tile problem.  Conversation was held with the need to modify the contract.  Ken Masters made the motion to modify the contract with the stipulation that $19,600 is the maximum amount that the county will spend on the tower roof project.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

The commissioners discussed why The Traditions Group had not filed suit on Titan Mfg. LLC.  The commissioners advised Jundt of the Traditions Company that if they did not file suit that the county will file a suit against Titan Mfg LLC and The Traditions Group.  County Attorney Leigh Morning requested for Jundt to provide the names of the individuals at Titan Mfg that they The Traditions Group talked to regarding the tiles.
AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that the clean up of the Manilla Grain elevator will be finished by the end of the week.

Todd reported that a trip for sixty (60) individuals is planned to view wind mills on August 13th or the 20th.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-one (31) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Nine (9) inmates are sentenced and twenty-two (22) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.


Sherwood reported that complaints are on a decrease regarding stray dogs and that dog pick up in the county is down.


Sherwood questioned lawn and weed maintenance of the former Junior High School located on Perkins Street.  Sherwood will spray for the control of weeds located on the property.


Sherwood reported that the new deputy position has been narrowed down to seven (7) applicants.  The interview and agility test will be conducted on the 7th.

Sherwood asked the commissioners to clarify as to who the E-911 director is for the county.  Sherwood currently prepared a budget for 2009 and prepares the monthly claims, yet Ron Jarman was the director prior to leaving county employment.  Ken Masters made the motion to research as to who is the director.  After further discussion Sherwood was instructed to discuss the situation with Jarman, prepare a proposal and present it during the next regular scheduled commissioner meeting.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, provided the commissioners with his July monthly report.  Sitton reported that $1.4 million has been contracted with Reith Riley for Phase I of the Carthage Pike Project.  Phase II should be bid in November and Sitton has applied for the $1.4 million needed for Phase III and noted that $750,000 has been received and the county can apply again in the future.

RECESS OF MEETING


Ken Masters made the motion at 10:35 a.m. to recess the commissioners meeting to conduct the scheduled Drainage Board Meeting. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Tom Barnes called the commissioners meeting to restart at 1:05 p.m.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the monthly claims.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the payment of the submitted and advertised monthly claims.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Payroll claims for the period ending August 8th were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  


Adams reported that the directions for the calculation of individual property owner’s tax bills are now posted on the county web site.  Adams noted that this will assist property owners who have split parcels after the March 1, 2007 deadline for assessment.  Tax calculation directions are also available in the auditor’s office and are posted on the courthouse entrance bulletin board.


Adams updated the commissioners regarding the July 30th meeting with City officials, School officials and Umbaugh Associates.  Adams noted that doing a parcel by parcel analysis is the only true way to find the impact of HEA 1001.  The cost of the analysis is $30,000 of which the City of Rushville and Rush County Schools are considering sharing the cost at no more then $10,000 each.  County Attorney Leigh Morning and Commissioner Marvin Cole, Councilmen Norman Winkler, Gerald Mohr and Kevin Spilman all attended the meeting.  The commissioners shared their individual support to move forward with the parcel analysis.

Adams informed the commissioners that she has received notification from the City of Rushville that the city has reduced their budget by $10,000 for the support of E.C.D.C. for the budget year 2009.

MISC.

· Reviewed and discussed the July EMS run report for Raleigh Fire Dept

· Commissioner Barnes discussed purchasing the eight year old generator from Rush Memorial Hospital.  Jeff Sherwood shared concerns regarding servicing of the generator.
· Wednesday, August 6th Governor Daniels and Congressman Pence will be at the State Fair for the dedication of the constructed covered bridge.  Rush County Heritage will also be at the State Fair daily to receive any money contributions from the public.

· U.S. Senator Lugar’s office will be in Rush County August 14th to discuss disaster relief with the commissioners.


Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
