REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         JULY 7, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, July 7, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the executive session held June 23rd, 2008 was approved on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

Minutes of the regular session held June 23rd, 2008 were approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

COURTHOUSE

R.J. Kunkle and Dean Jundt of The Traditions Group appeared before the commissioners to update and discuss the recent storm damages received during the June tornado.  Jundt explained that nails were previously used when securing the tiles to the clock tower roof.  Stainless steel screws will now be added to stabilize the tiles.  Jerry Sitton questioned the installation process. The commissioners asked Kunkle and Jundt for a written recommendation from the tile manufacturer supporting the usage of screws in the particular tile area before proceeding. 

INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF UNITED WAYS


Pam Leisure, Chamber of Commerce Director, informed the commissioners of a Lilly Endowment disaster relief grant available through United Way.  Commissioner Tom Barnes asked Leisure to research the grant allowing the county to apply for a $100,000 to $150,000 to be utilized for the reconstruction of the Moscow Covered Bridge.  
E.C.D.C.

Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. director provided an update of potential projects for the North Industrial Park.  Buening reported that Intat TIF area has been continued.  Buening and the commissioners discussed the master drainage plan for the TIF area site within the North Industrial Park.

RUSH FEST

Ramona Wilkinson appeared before the commissioners asking permission for the Master Gardeners and the Arts Council to utilize both the outside courthouse grounds and the interior first floor of the courthouse during the Rush Fest scheduled for Saturday, September 27th.  


Ken Masters made the motion to allow the Master Gardner’s the use of the courthouse grounds and the Arts Council to use the first floor of the courthouse, with the condition that they clean up after the festival.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN

Bill Todd Area Plan Executive Director reported that the work crew has deserted the Manilla grain elevator site.  Todd did report that another individual (Alvin Tincher) is interested in continuing the work.  Todd was instructed to have the individual to appear at county attorney Leigh Mornings office to sign a waiver.  The county will lay down the grain bin on the ground allowing Tincher to dismantle.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton Highway Superintendent provided the monthly highway report.  
Sitton reported that “Major Moves” monies will not be available to the county for 2008 and 2009. 
Sitton asked the commissioners to approve and sign the agreement with Butler Fairman for the Phase I of the Carthage Pike.  Sitton reported that the construction and inspection fees are estimated at $145,000.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the agreement, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

INSURANCE COMMITTEE

Jerry Sitton, Insurance Committee Chairman, reported on the June 30th insurance committee meeting held to discuss renewal of employee health insurance.  Sitton reported that the committee reviewed seven (7) presented renewal notices prepared by Key Benefits and the Routzahn Agency.  Sitton reported that nationally health claims have increased by 18% to 30% Sitton continued to report that the county employee’s claims have increased by 10% over the previous year (2007).  Sitton recommended that the commissioners approve and accept the presented renewal with Key Benefits Insurance retaining The Routzahn Agency as insurance broker.  Ken Masters made the motion to accept the proposed renewal rate with the county to look at a possible 10% increase in employee premiums.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sitton also reported that the insurance met with Todd Thalls and Alan Niehoff representing Ameriana Insurance.  Sitton recommended that the commissioners allow full-time only employees to attend a life insurance meeting August 6th and 7th.  Marvin Cole made the motion to allow the employee participation and the payroll deduction for full-time employees.  Ken Masters seconded the motion. Motion carried.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-seven (27) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Six (6) inmates are sentenced and twenty-one (21) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.


Sherwood reported on the BMV municipal plate’s forms for the commissioners to approve.


Sherwood reported that the sheriff department detached garage roof is in poor condition.  The commissioners instructed Sherwood to bring this to the council’s attention.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams Auditor asked the commissioners to approve payroll claims for the period ending July 11th.  Adams noted that the payroll also included retroactive budgeted pay increases to full-time employees.  Payroll was approved on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


The commissioners approved the July monthly claims on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams approached the commissioners regarding the feasibility of conducting a county auction for miscellaneous office equipment.  Both Jerry Sitton and Jeff Sherwood reported that they had no equipment for the sale.  County Attorney reported that an auction is not necessary unless the item is valued over $1,000.  August 1st has been tentative scheduled for the sale.  The jail detached garage will be the holding area for the unwanted items.

MISC.

· The commissioners reviewed EMS run reports for April and May from Milroy EMS

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
