REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    MAY 27, 2008

The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, May 27, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.

Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the May 12, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.

RUSH COUNTY SENIOR CENTER


Wanda Henderson, Senior Citizen Center Director appeared before the Commissioners asking them to approve and sign the Annual Transportation Application Renewal grant “Letter of Intent”.  The letter was approved and signed on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Henderson reported that the first quarter reimbursement of $11,694 has been received by the county.  Henderson finished by stating that the center has applied for an INDOT grant for three (3) vehicles in the amount of $125,000. Henderson noted that she will be appearing in the future asking the county for funding.

Commissioner Barnes asked Henderson to include the commissioners in the mailing of any audit reports or reviews that the Senior Citizen Center has or will receive.

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported on the GeoComm training attended by himself and APC Director Bill Todd.


Herbert reported that the router tables are not yet set up on the fiber internet project.

HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director, reported that the county has taken receipt of forty-two (42) CERT backpacks.  Ooley has yet to schedule the training.


Ooley reported that a new bill was signed in March instructing counties to locate their tornado sirens, providing model number, and installation date.

SHERIFF


Duane Raab, Chief Deputy, reported in the absence of Sheriff Jeff Sherwood.  Raab reported twenty-five (25) inmates currently house in the Rush County Jail, of which seven (7) are sentenced and eighteen (18) are pre-sentenced inmates.

Deborah Adams, Auditor reported that sheriff deputy Terry Drake has been away from work for six (6) weeks serving in the military.  Adams reported that she and Sheriff Jeff Sherwood had contacted county attorney Leigh Morning regarding the payment of military leave.  Military leave is not addressed in the merit or county employee handbook. During the previous administration the leave was not addressed nor was it noted on payroll claims, but still paid 100%.  Ken Masters made the motion to pay the six (6) weeks military pay with the understanding that the department review the hiring policies and that the merit board address the issue for future employees.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, asked the commissioners to approve and sign the INDOT contract for Phase I of the Carthage Pike Project.  The contract was signed on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  

Wanda Henderson, Carthage resident, questioned the cemetery grave placements.  Sitton explained the possibility of relocating up to ninety (90) grave sites to the backside of the cemetery.  Henderson questioned the notification process.  Sitton will notify the Carthage Town Board when the relocating of the graves begins.


Sitton asked the commissioners to approve and sign the payment request form in the amount of $415,298.52 payable to Shirk’s International.  The payment is for six (6) trucks currently having beds installed.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve the form, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN


At 9:30 the commissioners held a public hearing regarding the petition to rezone property owned by Verlin and Margaret Custer. Custer’s are asking to rezone a portion of their property from agricultural to manufacturing. There was no comment received from the public.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the petition, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Barnes closed the hearing.

Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that he has been contacted by an individual regarding the tear down of former Manilla elevator/junkyard site.  The commissioners instructed that proof of liability insurance is required before given the approval to proceed.


Todd reported on the former Rushville Junior High School building site located on north Perkins Street.  Todd reported that any borings will be at a cost of $5,000 each to test the ground areas prior to any necessary excavating of the site.  Ken Masters reported that EIDD is currently looking for a Brownfield grant for the area.


Todd reported that problems exist between the historic district and the zoning district in the city of Rushville.  Todd reported that this will be addressed tonight during the Area Plan meeting.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked approval of the submitted payroll claims for the period ending May 30, 2008.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the claims, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that a request has been received from Raleigh Fire Department asking an increase in their 2009 contract by $6,000


Adams updated the commissioners as to the anticipated tax collections for the end of July

LIFE INSURANCE


Jerry Sitton, chairman of the insurance committee, reported that Boston Mutual Life Insurance will be appearing before the council during their regular scheduled meeting of June 11th.  Sitton also address other concerns surrounding the responsibilities of the insurance committee.

FIBER


Tom Barnes, Commissioner, reported that the school will soon sign to participate in the fiber connection.  Barnes reported that the city park is now covered by cameras as a result of the fiber hook-up.
MISC.

· Reviewed the monthly Treasurers report for April
· Received notification of certificate of inspection for the Jail boiler and the courthouse boiler

· Bill Clark of Vectren asked permission to use the old Rushville Junior High Building site.  Clark noted that the site will be used for two to three months during the relocating of gas lines.  The site will be used for the storage of stone, gravel and top soil.  Ken Masters made the motion to allow the site to be used, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
· INDOT also made the same request to utilize the former Junior High Building site for storage during the Main Street Project. Marvin Cole made the motion to allow the usage of the building site, Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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