DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING                                                                                          APRIL 7, 2008

Drainage Board met in their regular meeting place in the Rush County Courthouse on April 7, 2008 at 10:05 a.m. with the following present: Marvin l. Cole, T.H. Barnes, Ken Masters, members; Leigh Morning, Drainage Board attorney; Marvin L. Rees, Surveyor; Michele Gordon, secretary.

Minutes of the March 3, 2008 meeting were approved and signed by motion of Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes.  Minutes of the March 17, 2008 special meeting were approved and signed by motion of Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes.

SAM TRABUE TILE

David & Byron Hiner were present.  Several landowners have expressed an interest in possibly reconstructing this drain.  The Surveyor will put together a reconstruction proposal and present this at the next meeting.

SOFTWARE

Treasurer Mary Ann Beard and Auditor Deborah Adams were present to explain to the Board some problems that have arisen concerning the new software that is being used for billing property taxes and drainage assessments.  According to statute, drainage assessments are to be billed to the current owner.  Property taxes are billed a year late so owners of a parcel may not coincide.  Mary Ann Beard is going to be visiting counties throughout the state and she will ask how they handle this problem.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to table this discussion until the next meeting when hopefully more information will be available.  Motion carried.
INDOT

The Surveyor informed the Board that a letter had been received by the Treasurer stating that INDOT is tax exempt and will no longer pay drainage assessments.  According to statute INDOT is not exempt from paying drainage assessments and they will continue to receive statements.

WYCOFF/GLIDDEN/GOLDMAN

A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the certificate of assessments for the reconstruction of this drain.  Motion carried.

The Surveyor also told the Board that the issue of crossings may need to be addressed on future projects.  Some landowners were hard to work with and satisfy when it came to their crossings on this drain.

SAM YOUNG TILE

A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the certificate of assessments for the reconstruction of this drain.  Motion carried.

KEVIN EAKIN MUTUAL DRAIN – HEARING

The hearing was called to order.  A list of interested landowners who were present can be found in the file in the Surveyor’s office.  The Surveyor stated that the purpose of the hearing was to sign the certificate of assessments to pay for the repairs that were completed on this tile.  The Board had been petitioned to find and repair a possible blockage in the private tile.  Some of the landowners present stated that even though we had worked on the tile there were still blowholes that needed to be fixed.  The Surveyor stated that the work was to repair what had been asked for in the petition and that the holes were probably caused by the fact that the tile was now in working order and was sending more water on down the tile and causing the blowouts.  If the landowners wanted more repairs done or even a reconstruction of the tile they would need to file an additional petition with the Board.  Information will be mailed to the landowners explaining this petition process.  Mrs. Eakin asked that their assessment be reduced since they had paid the filing fee to have the blockage removed.  It was explained to her that the filing fee was a set fee for the petition filing process only and could not be used toward the landowner’s assessment.  A motion was then made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the Final Order.  Motion carried and the hearing was closed.
ELMER BRANAM TILE & GEORGE WISSING TILE

All landowners of a private tile have petitioned the Board to accept their tile as a part of the Elmer Branam Tile and the George Wissing Tile.  The tile was installed according to standards and all landowners of the private tile had signed the request so a motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to accept this private tile as a legal drain.  Motion carried.

WEBB/WILLIS/MULL TILE & OPEN

The Surveyor showed the Board pictures of the work that was completed on this drain that was caused by flooding.  There is some cement under the bridge that the county highway may remove in the future to help the flow of water through this drain.

MAURICE MANCHIE TILE

This tile needs some repairs and so the account will need to be activated and a maintenance assessment established in order to make the repairs.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set a maintenance assessment hearing for June 2, 2008 at 10:30 a.m.  Motion carried.

VERNE NORRIS TILE – HEARING

The hearing was called to order.  There were no interested parties present.  The purpose of this hearing was to establish a maintenance fund.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the Final Order.  Motion carried and the hearing was closed.
GROUP PROJECT

John Wright, Bob & Ken Waits and Delores Cox’s representative were present to inform the Board that they were interested in installing a tile and then petitioning the Board to accept that tile as a legal drain.  The Surveyor will send them information on how to proceed with their plans.

PRIVATE POND
Mr. & Mrs. Friddle asked to speak to the Board about a pond owned by their neighbor that is causing drainage problems on them.  The Board has no authority over private ponds but a Drainage Plan should have been filed concerning the construction of the pond.  Leigh Morning recommended that they hire their own attorney to look into their claim.  The Area Plan Commission may have some authority if the pond does not meet set-back requirements listed in the county zoning ordinance and Bill Todd will look into that for them.

ZACK SMALL OPEN

The Surveyor informed the Board that Gary Spence may have located his septic system within the right-of-way of this drain.  Bill Todd will be investigating another issue with this property and may be able to give us more information at a later date.
PETER MAUZY TILE

Bill & Chris Smith have requested a reconstruction of this tile.  The Surveyor will put together a reconstruction report and present it at the next meeting.

There being no further business to come before the board a motion to adjourn was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters.  Motion carried.

___________________________     ___________________________     __________________________

Marvin L. Cole                                   T.H. Barnes                                        Ken Masters
