REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         MAY  5, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, May 5, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the April 28, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening, ECDC Director reported effective July 1, 2008, new legislation has now extended the TIF option to thirty (30) years.

Buening outlined the expansion of the TIF area to include a 234 to 240 acres located in Jackson Twp and owned by Bill Smith. The commissioners adopted Resolution # agreeing to joint economic development area and assigning that portion of the area within the County’s jurisdiction to the Rushville Redevelopment Commission on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

The Rushville Redevelopment Commission members are John McCane, President, Ron Leinemann, John Pavey, Ed Rogers and Cindy Humphrey.

The commissioners asked Buening to include Rushville Redevelopment Commission updates in his quarterly reports.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director had nothing to report. 

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported on the cleanup of the Manilla Grain Elevator.  County Attorney, Leigh Morning reported that a letter had been sent to the individuals addressing the dumping of shrubs and bushes at the elevator site.  


Todd reported that the Bob Spaeth foundation problem has been addressed and the red tag has been removed.


Todd reported on the Steele property located at 1200 North and 700 East.  Todd reported that the property had become a junk yard for cars.  Todd reported that a letter had been sent and at least twenty (20) vehicles had been removed from the property.  Todd discussed the daily fine of $100 assessed.
I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported that his cell phone bill has increased $109, due to county usage. Herbert reported that Highway Superintendent Jerry Sitton has paid the overage cost from his budget.  Herbert asked the commissioners to pay the monthly overage cost.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-nine (29) inmates currently housed in the Rush County jail.  Sherwood reported seven (7) inmates are sentenced and twenty-two (22) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood reported that vehicle maintenance cost is increasing on the Ford vehicles once they have surpassed their individual warranty.


Sherwood reported that twenty-five (25) dogs were picked up in the county during April.  Sherwood reported that the monthly average is twenty-five (25) dogs.  The commissioners reported that Mayor Bostic is ready to sit down and discuss the dog situation.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported on Phase I and Phase II of the Carthage Pike project. The utilities are currently being moved as part of Phase I.  Sitton reported that currently a condemnation case is holding the bidding process.  Phase II should begin in July.

The commissioners approved and signed the Highway Annual Report on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Sitton reported that a county highway truck brushed a school bus earlier that morning.  The accident only caused mirror damage to both vehicles.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that she certified assessed values to the DLGF Wednesday, April 30th. 


Claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams asked the commissioners to approve and sign the report of Condition of School Funds.  The report was approved and signed on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that CAGIT funds would be distributed to taxing units May 14th.

E-911


Ken Masters, Commissioner, discussed the continuation of E-911 phone problems in his northern district.  The particular area is considered a three (3) county area.

MISC.

· Reviewed Raleigh EMS April run report
· Discussed a letter received requesting the county to provide a skate board park – The county does not have a location

· Discussed a letter received requesting the county to provide a ATV park – The county does not have a location

· Discussed a letter received concerning ATV’s on county roads – County attorney, Leigh Morning reported that the ATV must have a plate and the driver must possess a drivers license
· Discussed the hunting on the county farm.  Hunting signs had been placed on the grounds by Bill and Ryan Miller. Commissioner Barnes instructed Kinder to remove all signs. County Attorney will forward a letter to Miller regarding utilizing the county farm for hunting.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
