REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         APRIL 28, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, April 28, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order, welcoming Mr. St. Clair, teacher, and his third grade class students of Rushville Elementary School.  The students were present to observe county government.

Minutes of the April 14, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director reported that the Saturday, April 26th e-scrap collections were a success and were down from the January collections.  Yeend reported that approximately 9,000 lbs was collected. 


Yeend finished by receiving approval to attend in May the Indiana Recycling Coalition conference to be held in Bloomington on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician reported on the recently held Fiber Board Meeting.  Herbert reported that the addition of RMH has completed the fiber loop. Herbert reported of the benefits of the faster bandwidth along with the redundant seamless connection utilizing a different carrier (Omnicity) The current monthly cost is $230 and will increase to $550 monthly.  The motion was made by Ken Masters to sign the fiber service contract with Omnicity, contingent upon review and approval by county attorney, Leigh Morning.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Herbert reported that he along with Area Plan Director, Bill Todd will be attending training classes May 20th on the newly purchased GeoCom 911 software.

HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director, reported on the district six communication exercises held Saturday, April 26th.  Ooley reported that an evaluator from Washington D.C. was present during the exercises.  


Ooley reported that a NIMS 300 course must be completed by the end of 2008.  The required course will cost $500 daily for the instructor.

Ooley shared his concerns of the county not having the anticipated 911 communication redundanticy backup once the fiber was cut thru two weeks ago.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that during the April 22nd, Area Plan meeting Verlin and Margaret Custer submitted a petition to amend the zoning maps and to rezone a portion of their property from Agriculture 3 to manufacturing.  Todd reported that the commission gave a favorable recommendation.  Ken Masters made the motion to schedule and to set a public hearing to be held during the regular scheduled commissioner meeting, Monday, May 27th at 9:30 a.m.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Todd reported on his investigation of a drainage board complaint. Todd reported that photo’s and a report has been provided to the commissioners for their review and to address during their drainage board meeting.  Todd recommended that criteria be developed and placed in an ordinance for the construction of ponds that would be supervised by the surveyor.  Todd provided sample ordinances from other counties and offered to sit on a committee to develop the ordinance. 
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-two (32) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail of which fourteen (14) are sentenced and eighteen (18) are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood discussed his concerns surrounding the recent E-911 communications being out of service and the potential problems associated with zero service.


Sherwood reported that a temporary town marshal is currently servicing the town of Carthage.


Sherwood finished by reporting on the dog situation in the Mays community.   

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported of a recently filed tort claim involving a school bus accident has been filed.  


Sitton reported that $58,953 was received April 25th from the insurance company for insurance recovery on the Forsythe covered bridge.  The bridge was damaged by local resident Max Richey.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of submitted payroll claims on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams updated the commissioners concerning the certifying of assessed values for the tax year 2007 payable 2008.  


Adams reported that a suit has been filed regarding the non-payment of a petition for release of tax sale surplus funds.  Adams reported that the time line as outlined in Indian Code was not followed by the individuals and that county attorney, Leigh Morning has been involved in the process from the beginning.
COURTHOUSE


Tom Barnes, Commissioner, reported that The Traditions Group has completed a roof inspection and the cleaning of gutters on the courthouse.  Barnes reported that the clock tower tiles were repaired under warranty.  Barnes reported that the north half of the courthouse roof was inspected.  Repairs and inspection will cost $2,870
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Tom Barnes, Commissioner reported on the recently attended Homeland Security Advisory Council meeting.

FIBER BOARD


Tom Barnes, Commissioner reported on the fiber board meeting held with the city.  Barnes reported that the city is interested in obtaining high speed internet.  Barnes noted that he will be attending a fiber board ownership meeting later in the day.

MISC.


The commissioners reviewed the March 2008 monthly treasurers report.


Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
