REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         APRIL 14, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, April 14, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order, welcoming Mrs. Schneider, teacher, and her third grade class students of Rushville Elementary School.  The students were present to observe county government.

Minutes of the April 7th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

RECORDER


Sally Niedenthal, Recorder, appeared before the commissioners asking them to approve the five (5) year computer service agreement with ACS Enterprises.  The service agreement was approved on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, reminded everyone of the e-scrap collection scheduled for April 26th.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-two (32) in-mates housed in the Rush County jail.  Seven (7) in-mates were sentenced and twenty-five (25) were pre-sentenced in-mates.


Sherwood reported that a prisoner will need transporting from Texas.  Sherwood is utilizing USA Transport at a cost of approximately $900.  Sherwood reported that the prosecutor is offering to pay one-half of the cost with the remaining cost to come from his transportation appropriation.


Sherwood reported of a recent dog bite case to a child in Mays.  Sherwood reported that the dog owner has taken full responsibility and provided the proper restrictions as outlined in the county ordinance.  Community residents are not satisfied and Sherwood is currently monitoring the situation.

HIGHWAY

Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that today his men had began hand patching county roads.  This effort will continue for the next thirty (30) to forty (40) days.

Sitton questioned the commissioners as to when the county will be live in regards to fiber.  Sitton reported that the fiber service is currently running very slow.  Sitton stated that this is a problem with the large volume of reports that he must submit to the state.


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician stated that the funding is currently $550 monthly and the county is waiting on the hospital to jump on board and hopefully share the cost.  Tom Barnes reported that a fiber board meeting is scheduled with city and county representatives, along with a representative from the hospital.  The board will discuss service and other fiber uses.

Sitton finished by sharing his concerns that a lot of money has been invested for what is now in the ground and the county is already spending over $250 monthly and is not utilizing the fiber service.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the submitted payroll claims for the pay period ending April 18th.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve the claims, Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


The commissioners approved the commercial liability policy as outlined by Schroeder Insurance for the county on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that she along with councilmen Norman Winkler, Gerald Mohr and Jerry Kent and Treasurer, Mary Ann Beard will be attending the AIC Legislative Wrap-Up to discuss HEA 1001 – Property Tax Reforms in Noblesville.

EMS


The commissioners reviewed EMS run reports received from Carthage Vol Fire Department and Milroy EMS

RECESS


Ken Masters made the motion at 9:30 to recess until 10:25 am.   Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

At 10:25 the commissioners reconvened for the Public Hearing regarding Honey Creek Railroad.

HONEY CREEK PUBLIC HEARING

At 10:30 am a Public Hearing was held regarding the expansion of Honey Creek Railroad Inc. from 65 to 90 cars and the possibility of county road 400 north being closed 20 to 25 times during the year, on average.


Tom Barnes, commissioner, began the hearing with recognizing Russ Hanshaw, General Mgr. for Morristown Grain Co., Inc.  Hanshaw outlined the Honey Creek Railroad, Inc. proposal of adding additional track to accomodidate the increase from the current 65 rail cars to proposed 90 rail cars for the Morristown Grain operations. 


Outlined During the Proposal:

· Current Rail Configuration and Limitations
· 90 Car Configuration Proposal
· Why 90 Cars?
· Proposal Intent
· Non-Beneficiaries Affected by Proposal
· Non-Direct Proposal Benefits
· Consequences of Non-Expansion
· Alternative Routes During Road Closure
· Notification Procedures of Proposal
· Suggested Road Closure Warnings
 Bill Smith owner of Morristown Grain Co., Inc and Honey Creek Railroad, Inc. along with Chris Smith part owner of Honey Creek Railroad, Inc. were present and addressed any concerns voiced by the commissioners and those individuals in attendance.
Individuals Sharing their Support and/or Concerns were:

· Bill B. Keaton - local attorney
· George Bird – area resident

· Richard Barnes – representing Mark VanNatta of the Rush County School Bus Routes

· Verlin Custer – Chief of Raleigh Fire Department and also representing Jackson Twp Fire Dept.
· Bill Todd – Area Plan Director

· Jeff Sherwood – Sheriff

· Bob Bridges – Former Rushville City Mayor

· Jerry Sitton – Highway Superintendent

The proposal was heard by the commissioners and those who attended. All individuals offered their support of the proposed project, and any concerns were addressed with the exception of mail delivery.  The mail carrier will be contacted by Chris Smith to resolve any concerns.  
 Commissioner Barnes noted that the Gilda Caviness, attorney for APC and BZA has indicated that a hearing is not necessary since the proposed project is within an agriculture zone.

 Commissioner Tom Barnes made the comment that it is not the intent of the commissioners to micro-manage Honey-Creek Railroad, Inc. and/or Morristown Grain Co., Inc. but public safety is absolute first priority. Barnes finished by sharing his support of the project

Commissioner Ken Masters made the comment concerning public safety and encouraged Bill Smith and Chris Smith together with Morristown Grain Co., Inc and Honey Creek Railroad, Inc. to continue working with the county regarding economic development and the further development of the Industrial Park.


Commissioner Marvin Cole made the comment that the additional track proposal appeared to be a good clean project.

No other public comment was given. Commissioner Ken Masters made the motion to endorse and allow Honey Creek Railroad, Inc. to move forward regarding the additional track proposal for a 90 car allowance, allowing county road 400 north to be blocked during the period of grain transportation, and the usage of manually operated flashing cross arms be utilized at the railroad crossings. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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