Regular Meeting                
      Rush County Council
                April 9 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, April 9, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the March 12th, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.

HEA 1001


Senator Bob Jackman along with Senate fiscal analysis Dan Norveske appeared before the Council to discuss the fiscal impact of HEA 1001. Senator Jackman explained that the changes brought about by HEA 1001 will force communication between the county, city, towns and schools.


Mr. Norveske explained that the county council will review all budgets with the exception of taxing units with elective boards such as the schools, cities and towns.  It was explained that 1 cent would raise $980,000,000 and that effective January 1, 2009 PTRC and HSC would no longer exist.

Mr. Norveske addressed the concerns regarding the Department of Family and Children and who would be responsible for the debt incurred. The $582,758.62 debt will be the responsibility of the county to pay.
HEALTH


Tom Barnes, Health Board Member reported that the current part time health inspector position is now vacant.  Barnes reported that the health department wants to hire a full time person as the health inspector.


The council approved a transfer of $540 from Health board (8-1000-3-2) into Per Diem Elected Officials (8-1000-1-17) on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried

COMMISSIONER


Tom Barnes explained to the council the service structure of the 211 service.  Barnes provided an update regarding AirVac service with the hospital.

SHERIFF

Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, gave an inmate report of thirty-one (31) inmates currently housed in the Rush County Jail.

Sherwood reported that a prisoner currently held in Texas is needed back in Rush County.  The total transportation cost is $950 of which the Prosecutor will pay half of the cost.  The council advised Sherwood to pay the prisoner cost from Prisoner Transportation line appropriation within his budget.
Sherwood reported that he and ninety-one (91) other county sheriffs have received a notice of lawsuit in reference to new sex offender’s registration effective July 1st.  Sherwood noted that the Sheriff Association will be representing the county sheriffs.

Sherwood discussed the year end deputy census form that is required by McCreedy & Keene.  Sherwood reported after receiving input from various councilmen he went with the anticipated 2008 salaries.
Sherwood reported that the LCC will contribute funds towards a drug searching dog.  Sherwood also reported that the National Police Chiefs Association has offered a matching $5,000 grant towards the purchase of the dog.

MUDD CREEK

The council approved the signing of the amended ordinance 4 on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.
AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, provided each councilman with a fund comparison report as requested during the March council meeting.

MISC


The council discussed the vacant Rush Shelby Energy building and possible future expansion of the jail.  Jerry Kent along with Commissioner Tom Barnes will meet with sources from Rush Shelby Energy.


Motion to adjourn was initiated by Jerry Kent.  Kevin Spilman seconded the motion, motion carried.
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