REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         APRIL 7, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, April 7, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order. Commissioner Ken Masters made the motion to transfer the meeting to the assembly room of the courthouse. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried

Commissioner Tom Barnes welcomed Mrs. Martz, teacher, and her third grade class students of Rushville Elementary School.  The students were present to observe county government.

Minutes of the March 31, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

I-T

Tom Barnes reported in the absence of I-T Technician Randy Herbert.  Barnes reported that the fiber is now hooked up between the jail and the courthouse.  Barnes noted that a carrier is now necessary.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, had nothing to report.

E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. Director, appeared before the commissioners providing a quarterly report of prospects and projects of intent.

Buening answered questions concerning Crane Werks and the INTAT strike.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, reported that the Goose Road clean up was a success.


Yeend reported that an e-scrap is scheduled for Saturday morning, April 26th behind the Sheriff Department building.


Toby Gilliam was present at the Commissioners request to discuss courthouse office employees separating trash from recyclables.  Gilliam reported that recycling is worth the effort but the commissioners would need to have the participation and effort of the employee base.  

Ken Masters made the motion for Gilliam and Yeend to write a plan, with the commissioners to find the funding and the Auditor to implement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director, reported that a grant for thirteen (13) 240 volt, with battery back up Tornado sirens has been located, completed and submitted.  The Tornado sirens will be placed throughout the county, which included the incorporated and

Un-incorporated city and towns.


Ooley asked the commissioners to consider approving a memo of understanding with the Indiana State Police.  The memo will allow Rush County to provide mutual aid in the form of equipment to the Indiana State Police for riot aide purposes.  Homeland Security will finance the purchasing of the equipment for the county.  County Attorney, Leigh Morning asked to first review the memo of understanding prior to the commissioners approving and signing.  
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty (30) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Two (2) inmates are sentenced and twenty-eight (28) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.


Sherwood reported that a law suit has been filed by the ACLU against ninety-one (91) county sheriffs and ninety-one (91) prosecutors.  Sherwood reported that the Sheriffs Association attorney will be representing the county sheriffs and prosecutors.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that the state has revamped the bridge inspection policies.  The new policies require the commissioners to now sign off on book approval.  Sitton reported that he had reviewed the prelimary book and sent the book back for corrections.  Marvin Cole made the motion to sign the cover page of the Bridge Inspection Volume I book, Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sitton submitted the highway department March monthly report.  Sitton also submitted the 2007 Annual Report for the commissioners to review.  Sitton noted that the Annual Report is due to INDOT and SBA by June 1st.


Sitton reported that the Forsythe covered bridge has been repaired inspected and the claim has been submitted to Schroeder Insurance for payment. 


Sitton reported that the windows have been installed in the First Covered Bridge and since this time the bridge had received some damage and had been repaired.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the submitted and advertised monthly claims.  The claims were approved on a motion by Ken Masters. Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that SBA (State Board of Accounts) has called a meeting of county auditors for May 20th to May 23rd.  Adams asked approval to attend along with two deputies.  Adams reminded the commissioners that the travel policy requires pre-approval for expenses that exceed $250 Ken Masters made the motion to allow Adams and two deputies to attend the SBA called meeting.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Adams asked the commissioners to approve and sign the closing statement regarding the county receiving $5,806.00 for the ROW and fence replacement along State Road 44 East.  The closing statement was approved and signed on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion Carried.


Adams updated the commissioners regarding the certifying of assessed values.

G.I.S.


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that regarding Fountaintown Gas GIS Data Exchange Agreement that surrounding counties had been contacted regarding the sharing of their GIS data.  Adams reported that Shelby and Hancock county share at no charge data to other Governmental and non-profit entities.  Adams reported that Shelby and Hancock County will not sell their GIS data.

Leigh Morning, County Attorney, reminded the commissioners that what was presented was not a public records request, but a contract agreement. Morning noted that the contract agreement offered no money to be exchanged; hence it was not a contract


Morning reminded the commissioners that the City of Rushville pays $700 and that the county needs to establish a fee schedule for profit companies.


Commissioner Tom Barnes suggested that a decision to be tabled.  Ken Masters made the motion for a letter to be written to Fountaintown Gas informing them that the current policy does not allow the supply of data with for-profit entities.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

211


Tom Barnes reported on the recently attended 211 district meeting.  Barnes reported that Librarian Sue Otte and Phil Mitchell of the Ministerial Society are currently working the data base.  Barnes reported that the 211 service will provide humanitarian and family needs which will remove the burden of the 911 system which was established as an emergency service.

Barnes reported that a formal announcement will be forthcoming.

EMS


The commissioners reviewed the March run report submitted by Raleigh fire Dept.


Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
