Regular Meeting                
      Rush County Council
                March 12 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance.

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the February 13th, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.

SURVEYOR


Marvin Rees, Surveyor, asked to council to approve a $300,000.00 additional appropriation (21-1000-3-1) for drain improvements to the Mudd Creek Drain. Jerry Kent made the motion to approve the additional appropriation.  John Pavey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

BOY’S AND GIRL’S CLUB


Kip Burkett, Past President and Board Member along with Chet Walker Executive Director of the Rushville Boy’s and Girl’s Club appeared before the Council.  Burkett thanked the council for past financial support.  Burkett and Walker outlined the financial situation of the organization, explaining that they are currently operating in the red and are down 40 members.  Currently, the county budget’s $30,000 annually towards the Boy’s and Girl’s Club. Burkett and Walker were advised to appear before the commissioners regarding increasing the annual donation and to submit a letter outlining their request prior to June 1st.
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN


Kelly Persinger, director of Indiana Department Child Services, appeared before the council at the request of Auditor, Deborah Adams.  Adams had previously provided council members with copies of a collection letter for SAFY of Indiana in the amount of $46,070.54.  Adams had explained that upon the advice of county attorney, Leigh Morning a certified letter had been forwarded to the attorney representing SAFY of Indiana requesting proof of the debt.
Persinger explained that a debt had been accumulating over the past three (3) years.  Persinger reported that the current outstanding debt is $577,847.24.  Council members discussed the financial responsibilities and debt being placed on the county by the State.
PUBLIC HEALTH COORDINATOR


Dr. Davis Ellis, County Health Officer, and Rob Puckett, Public Health Coordinator, appeared before the council to discuss the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant. Dr. Ellis explained that the $42,500 grant is a non-reimbursing grant and that payment is based upon Rob Puckett completing a required list of “deliverable goods” After further questions and discussion surrounding the grant, Deborah Adams asked the council to approve the submitted Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant from fund #195.  The budget was approved on a motion by Jerry Kent, seconded by Bruce Levi.  Motion carried.
SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, along with Warren Norris council representative to the Solid Waste Board discussed the purchasing of the portable Haz Mat storage building.  Yeend explained that the city of Rushville will be supplying the site and labor towards maintaining the storage building. The county has received $39,075 towards the $52,100 grant.  The county’s cash match is $44,100 with an in-kind match of $8,000 for a total grant of $104,200 The County is currently operating without a state approved budget.  Council members discussed moving forward or scraping the grant and returning the $39,075 received from IDEM.  Jerry Kent made the motion for Yeend to get everything lined up to proceed but to table the actual decision until June.  Gerald Mohr seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
E.C.D.C.

Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. Director, appeared before the council, asking their support of the St. Rd. 3 Corridor Proposal.  Buening explained that a $400,000 towards a feasibility study with a 20% match between the communities involved is required.  Buening provided a sample endorsement letter to be addressed to Congressman, Mike Pence for the council to approve.  Jerry Kent made the motion for the auditor to prepare the proposal letter for Chairman Norman Winkler to sign.  John Pavey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
RUSH MEMORIAL AMBULANCE


Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital, appeared before the council offering and outlining three (3) vehicle replacement options for “Medic 3” and still maintains patient safety.  Smith reported that Medic 3 has been utilized 231 times since May of 2007 and is used at least daily.  Smith recommended Option #3. Smith noted that the trade in value of “Medic 3” is approximately $2,500.  Discussion followed with a motion made by Gerald Mohr to proceed with option #3.  Kevin Spilman seconded the motion.  John Pavey, Bruce Levi, Gerald Mohr, and Kevin Spilman voted Aye.  Jerry Kent and Warren Norris voted Nay.  Motion carried
TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT

Mary Ann Beard, Treasurer, provided council members with the board of finance report as annually provided to the county commissioners.  Beard reported on the lock box agreement with MainSource bank utilized during tax collections.  Beard also reported that the average interest rate received I 2007 was 4% and the interest rate currently being offered is at least one-half of what was previously offered.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-two (32) inmates are currently housed in the Rush County Jail.  Sherwood outlined the bonding procedures when individuals are utilizing their individual credit cards.

Sherwood finished by reporting that he has recently has replaced a full-time dispatcher.

COURTHOUSE


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that the courthouse renovated elevator has recently been experiencing problems.  Adams reported that Amco Elevator has been called on site to address the problems several times.  Rosefeld Electric has also returned to the courthouse.


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported of a possible overloading of circuits which is also causing power surges in the Area Plan and the Assessors offices.  Adams noted that this will be mentioned to both Amco and Rosefeld for further research.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that he along with Surveyor Marvin Rees have approached the commissioners regarding purchasing three (3) GIS viewer licenses.  Todd reported that the GIS viewer licenses will be utilized during Area Plan – Board of Zoning meetings along with Drainage board meetings.  The third license will be utilized in the Surveyors office for a public terminal.

Todd asked the council to consider doing away with the fees for obtaining the text of the County Zoning Ordinance which is available on the County Web Site.  Todd noted that the ordinance is already posted on the Chamber Web Site at no cost to the individual.

CUM CAP DEV


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the council to approve two (2) transfers completed during the year end process of 2007.

 John Pavey made the motion to approve the $25,000 transfer from Cum Cap Jail/Courthouse (19-1000-4-3) into IT Technician (19-1000-1-1); GI
S Technician (19-1000-1-2); Employer FICA (19-1000-1-3); Employer PERF (19-1000-1-4) and Health Insurance (19-1000-1-5). Warren Norris seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Kevin Spilman made the motion to approve the $1,923.61 from Misc Equipment (19-1000-4-1) into Health Ins (19-1000-1-5), Gerald Mohr seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
AUDITOR

Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the council to allow a transfer of $5,000 from equipment (1-2-4-1) into part-time (1-2-1-5).  Adams noted that during budget talks she reduced the original part-time appropriation request by $6,000 to compromise and achieve the goal of a full-time employee. Adams asked that the transfer be allowed and then changed once the state approves the 2008 budgets.  John Pavey made the motion to approve the transfer.  Bruce Levi seconded the motion.  John Pavey, Bruce Levi, Gerald Mohr, Kevin Spilman and Warren Norris voted Aye.  Jerry Kent voted Nay.  Motion Carried

Motion to adjourn was initiated by Jerry Kent.  Bruce Levi seconded the motion, motion carried.
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