REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         MARCH 17, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, March 17, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order and transferred the meeting to the assembly room of the courthouse.

Commissioner Tom Barnes welcomed Ms. Broyles, teacher, and her third grade class students of Rushville Elementary School.  The students were present to observe county government.
Minutes of the March 3, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

Minutes of the Executive Session of March 3, 2008 was approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER


Pastor, Deann Anderson, of the Rush County Ministerial Association, asked the commissioners to allow moving the observance of National Day of Prayer from the courthouse steps to inside the courthouse.  Anderson proposed using the Commissioners room allowing individuals to offer prayer in a private setting during the hours between 8:00 am until 5:00 pm.  Ken Masters made the motion to allow the usage of the commissioner’s room for observance of National Day of Prayer.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
HONEY CREEK RAILROAD


Chris Smith and Ashley Stires of Morristown Grain approached the commissioners to discuss increasing the Honey Creek Railroad current 65 box cars to 90 box cars.  Smith explained that the existing track would need extending and county road 400 North would be closed for at least one day weekly.  Smith explained that Raleigh Vol Fire Dept, Jackson Fire Dept, Rush Co Sheriff Dept., Rush County Highway Dept and surrounding property owners had been contacted regarding the proposed closing of county road 400 norths.

Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, discussed the requirement of a special exception from the BZA regarding rail transportation within the Zoning laws.  Todd indicated that a public hearing is required to address the special exception.


Ken Masters made the motion to hold a public hearing April 14th at 10:30 am in the commissioner’s room of the county courthouse.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The auditor will schedule and advertise the public hearing.
I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, discussed the crashing of the E-911 addressing software utilized by the Area Plan office.  Herbert explained that the software was created in 1995 by a former employee and no longer receives computer support.  Herbert explained that the current Sidwell GIS Geo Data Base can be tied into the Area Plan system and utilized for the creation for E-911 addresses.  Herbert also explained that a system can be developed for cell phones.  Herbert reported that the cost of the E-911 addressing system will cost between $10,000 and $15,000.  Ken Masters made the motion to proceed with any additional monies to come from the E-911 fund or the Cum Cap Dev Fund.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Herbert will have the total cost to present at the next commissioners meeting.
BOY’S AND GIRL’S CLUB


Chet Walker, Executive Director of the Boy’s and Girl’s Club, appeared before the commissioners thanking them for their financial support and hopefully continued support in the future.  Walker explained that the club is currently experiencing financial hardships.  Walker explained that over the twelve (12) years that the club has been in operation 45% of those attending the club receive free and reduced lunches.  Walker concluded explaining that he will be submitting a letter prior to June 1st asking the commissioners to consider increasing the financial support of the club.
RUSH COUNTY PLAYERS


Scott Medd, member of the Rush County Players, asked permission for the players to utilize the Circuit Courtroom of the courthouse for the practice and production of “Molly Brown”.  Medd reported that practice will be June 2, 3, 4, 11 with the shows scheduled for June 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, and 15.  Marvin Cole made the motion to allow the practice and production of the play.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE

Carole Yeend, solid waste director discussed the possibility of having separate containers for office holders to recycle paper and other recyclables within their individual offices.


The Auditor will contact Toby Gilliam of Gilliam Janitorial to attend the next meeting to discuss options on separating the products.

SHERIFF

Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty (30) inmates currently housed in the Rush County jail.  Nine (9) inmates are sentenced and twenty-one (21) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, discussed Phase III of the Carthage Pike Project.  Sitton explained that keeping Phase III at 30 mph is a cost of $2.3 million and increasing to a 45 mph would be an additional cost of $2.5 million.  A bridge would also need to be added, for a cost of $2.5 million plus maintaining for thirty (30) years would be an additional $1.7 million.  Sitton explained that if the county would move to the east side of the road and go thru the cemetery that the cost would be at least half and during the walk thru, it was anticipated that fifty (50) graves would be moved when actually ninety (90) graves would need moved.  Sitton reported that the estimated total cost is $2.8 million.  Sitton continued explaining that the state pays eighty (80) percent and the wetlands will not be ruined.

Sitton finished by reporting that snow and ice removal was a cost of $150,000

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve payroll claims for the period ending March 21st, 2008.  Payroll was approved on a motion by Ken Masters, Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

COURTHOUSE


The commissioners reviewed and gave the approval to proceed on the quote for plumbing repairs to the men’s rest room located on the third floor of the courthouse and submitted by Newkirk Plumbing.

The commissioners discussed the elevator problems.  Deborah Adams explained that Amco Elevators were currently working to correct the break downs.

SURVEYOR


Leigh Morning, county attorney, reviewed loan documents regarding the Mudd Creek drainage project. Ken Masters made the motion to sign all documents pertaining to the $300,000 loan. Tom Barnes seconded the motion.  Marvin Cole abstained from voting.  Motion carried.

MISC.

· The commissioners reviewed EMS monthly run reports submitted by Milroy EMS, Carthage Vol. Fire Dept and Raleigh Fire Dept.
· Tom Barnes reported on the District 6 Homeland Security meeting held in New Castle

· Ken Masters reported that he will be attending an EIDD meeting Tuesday, March 18th
· Marvin Cole reported that he attended the St Rd 244 meeting held in Milroy


Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
