REGULAR MEETING
     RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL       FEBRUARY 13, 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, February 13, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Gerald Mohr, Vice-Chairman, John Pavey, Warren Norris, Bruce Levi, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance. Chairman Norman Winkler was absent for the beginning of the meeting and asked Vice-Chairman Mohr to continue presiding over the meeting once he arrived.

Vice-Chairman, Gerald Mohr called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the January 9th, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by Bruce Levi, seconded by Warren Norris.  Motion carried.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE


Pam Leisure, Chamber of Commerce Director, provided an overview of the Rush County Chamber of Commerce functions and their involvement in Economic Development for the year 2007.  Leisure asked the council to consider approval of $10,000 appropriation for the budget year 2009.  Leisure was advised that a written request to the Commissioners would be necessary for them to consider including within their budget proposal for 2009.

RUSH COUNTY ECONOMIC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION


Brad Buening, Rush County E.C.D.C. director appeared before the council to discuss the renewal of a “Contract for Services” for the calendar year 2008.  Buening reported that the contract is in the amount of $75,000 and is paid in bi-annual payments of $37,500.  Buening noted that the Commissioners had already approved and signed the contract during their February 4th meeting.  Bruce Levi made the motion to approve and sign the “Contract for Services”, Jerry Kent seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AMBULANCE

Brad Smith, Rush Memorial Hospital CEO, provided a 2007 Year End Financial Report. Smith reported a $139,757 cash balance.  Smith also provided the council with a Year End Summary Report.  Smith reported that the volume is close to as expected for 2007.  During the review of the financial report Smith reported that collections are approximately 37% to 38%.

Smith reported to the council regarding the recent arrival of Air Vac Ambulance to be located at the Rush Memorial Hospital grounds. Smith reported that Air Vac Ambulance will not affect the Rush Memorial Hospital ambulance.  Smith answered questions regarding how selection of ambulance service is determined.

Smith provided the council with a Non-Routine Maintenance Report on Medic 3 (1995 Ford Ambulance).  Smith reported that Medic 3, which is the third ambulance, is not working out as expected.  Smith outlined the problems and shared his concerns of not having a reliable vehicle.  Smith indicated that he was not asking for a new ambulance but was placing the council on notice.


Smith reported that three (3) newer vehicles are needed.  Smith continued that the two (2) 2007 year vehicles will be retained as used vehicles for approximately seven (7) years.  Commissioner Tom Barnes endorsed Smiths recommendation to replace Medic 3, adding that leasing might be an option.


Discussion was held between council members regarding replacing Medic 3 of an approximate cost of $130,000.and retaining the current 1995 vehicle.  Councilman Jerry Kent shared his concerns, of what has happened with the current Medic 3 could easily happen on a new vehicle with the exception of the transmission.  Kent also shared his concerns of replacing Medic 3 which would then zero the cash balance.


Councilman Gerald Mohr questioned the possibility of purchasing a new chassis and switching the box.  Smith explained that the current box does not allow medics to stand and to walk around.  Smith recommended replacing Medic 3.


Councilman John Pavey asked for thirty (30) days allowing the council to research the recommendation.  Smith was instructed to return in thirty (30) days with three (3) different options for the council to consider.  
HEALTH INDIANA PLAN


Brad Smith explained H.I.P. (Health Indiana Plan) to the council members.  Smith explained that H.I.P. is a state plan for individuals unable to afford health insurance.  Smith explained that currently sixteen (16) Rush County residents who were previously unable to afford health insurance now participate in H.I.P.  Smith finished by explaining that H.I.P. is funded by cigarette taxes.
AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that the buried tanks have been located on the former Graham Annex building site.  Todd indicated that the tank removal will be financed through the Brownfield Grant.
COMMISSIONER’S


Commissioner Tom Barnes reported that the county must now jump through many hoops and become N.I.M.S. certified in order to receive future Indiana Homeland Security grants.


Barnes reported on the recently attended District 211Service meeting.  Barnes reported that Rush County is currently developing a data base.  Barnes reported that another meeting will be held in thirty (30) days and that public funding is necessary for the 211 service. 

ASSESSOR


JoAnn Herbert, County Assessor, updated the council regarding the rolling of assessed values to the Auditor’s office.  Herbert reported that the Assessors office has been plagued with computer problems, yet she anticipated rolling values by February 18th.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported that thirty-five (35) inmates are currently being housed in the Rush County jail.


Sherwood reported that the three (3) new Durango’s have arrived and have been painted, equipped and are now in service.


Sherwood reported that the jail will have an opening in the dispatch department.  Robert Schweir will be leaving for employment elsewhere.


Sherwood reported that the Carthage Town Marshall is considering trying to obtain a police dog.  The town marshal is contacting the LCC for assistance in funding.  Sherwood continued that he had been considering pursuing purchasing a police dog for the sheriff department. Sherwood reported that he will approach the local LCC for a possible donation of $5,000.  Sherwood reported that the training and acquiring the dog will cost approximately $10,000 and the dog maintenance will cost approximately $7,000 Sherwood stated that he wanted to utilize the Firearms fund to assist in the acquiring of the dog.  Sherwood has contacted the State Board of Accounts and was informed that the fund can be used at the discretion of the sheriff.  Sherwood noted that local businesses have shown interest in assisting towards the cost of the police dog.  Sherwood also noted that the commissary fund could easily be utilized towards the maintenance of the dog.  Sherwood finished by asking the council approval to pursue the project.  The council instructed Sherwood to present a plan during the March council meeting.  Sherwood was also instructed to research the liability insurance.

Sherwood reported that he has met with Mayor Bostic regarding the future of a dog warden, and they have asked for thirty (30) days to prepare a plan.  Sherwood reported that there is a difference of opinion as to the count of reported housed county dogs.  Sherwood has asked the City for documentation of county dogs being housed in the animal shelter.  Sherwood indicated that the county currently provides a part time employee, vehicle, in addition budgeting $25,000 towards shelter expenses for the 2008 calendar year.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, discussed the lease purchasing of six (6) newly equipped trucks for the department.  Sitton reported that the 3.6% interest through Public Finance will be approximately $14,661 for seven (7) years.  The yearly payments will be $110,250.00 Sitton discussed purchasing two (2) trucks verses six (6) trucks, finishing that it was a bigger advantage purchasing all six (6) vehicles.  Sitton finished that a buy out is available after the first lease year.


County Attorney Leigh Morning reported that the transferring of property and fence replacement along the culvert being replaced on state road 44 East will cost $5,806.00.  Morning reported that Indiana Code requires anything over $1,000 must be approved through an ordinance.  County Council Ordinance 2008-1 was approved on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried.



Insert ordinance

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that a little fewer than 5,000 homestead rebate checks will be mailed to homestead property owners Friday, February 19th.

Adams reviewed and discussed the previously supplied Circuit Breaker worksheets with and without a supplemental homestead credit.


Motion to adjourn was initiated by Bruce Levi.  Norman Winkler seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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