REGULAR SESSION        RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS         MARCH 13, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, March 3, 2008 with Commissioner Tom Barnes, Chairman, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.
Minutes of the February 19, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.
MILROY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


Merrill Carrigan, representing Milroy United Methodist Church appeared before the commissioners asking their assistance during the church mission project scheduled for May 3rd.  Carrigan reported that church members will be picking up area trash.

  Carrigan was informed that the county does not have a county dump site for trash and currently has only recyclable containers for public usage.


After further discussion, Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director invited Mr. Carriage to attend the Citizen Advisory Council meeting scheduled later that day at 1:30.

COUNTY WEB SITE


Carole Yeend, Web site director, reported that the web site support has increased an additional $500.00 the commissioners asked the auditor to locate money within the commissioners budget.
SURVEYOR


Marvin Rees, Surveyor, approached the commissioners regarding purchasing three (3) 
GIS public view licenses.  One terminal will be set up in the surveyor’s office.  Rees asked the commissioners to allow the second terminal to be set up in the commissioner’s room to be utilized for drainage board meetings.  The third terminal will be set up in the assembly room to be utilized for BZA and APC meetings.


Bill Todd, APC director, supported the presented plan.  Todd explained how having the GIS capabilities would assist public meetings.  The commissioners asked Todd to share in the cost.  Auditor, Adams reported that an appropriation is available within the Cum Cap Dev fund to assist with the purchasing of the licenses.

Marvin Cole made the motion to allow Rees to pursue purchasing the three licenses.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that the E-911 addressing computer program crashed February 29th.  Todd reported that he is not able to calculate E-911 addresses.  The program was created by former employee Paul Schondelmayer.  Todd noted that he will look into purchasing a new program.

Todd reported that the Brownfield site will be visited on Friday, March 7th.  The area surrounding the buried tanks will be drilled and reviewed for other possible containments.


Todd reported that other Brownfield grants are available on non-petroleum grants.  The commissioners encouraged Todd to move forward.  The commissioners stressed that they do not wish to invest anymore money into the site and want to get it ready for potential developers.


Todd encouraged the commissioner’s to revisit the lack of an “Unsafe Building Ordinance”, Todd noted that many Rush County buildings need attention due to being unsafe.  After further discussion the commissioner’s tabled further discussion to allow further investigation.

Todd discussed possible housing tax abatements in the A-1 zones within sewer districts.  Todd reported that legislation would need to be written and passed to allow abatements on housing.  Todd also discussed the possibility of creating a non-reverting fund to collect fees that will offset expenses to property owners building housing.  The commissioners advised Todd to move forward.  Phil Wright, Manilla citizen, advised Todd to get in touch with the different sewer districts to research the various sewer costs.

EXTENSION OFFICE


The commissioners signed the 2008 Extension Contractual Services Agreement on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.  The contract is for the youth 4-H extension agent Christy Amos.
HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Director reported that he did apply for the State Homeland Security Grant Friday, February 29th.


Ooley reported that Commissioner Barnes along with Mayor Bostic will serve on the Area Six Task Force.  Ooley reported that the task force will meet March 18th in New Castle. Ooley noted that if the county does not participate in the Area Six Task Force, the county will receive reduced grant funding.


Ooley reported that March 2nd through March 8th is Severe Weather Preparedness week.


Ooley asked the commissioners to consider adopt a county ordinance to include the cost of new housing additions to include tornado sirens within their infrastructure.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-nine (29) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail.  Eight (8) inmates are sentenced and twenty-one (21) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood reported that the credit card bonding is working well.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that due to necessary repairs, Bridge #146 (Forsythe Bridge) will be closed for sixty (60) days beginning March 10th   


Sitton reported that during the INDOT audit of the Gings Road project and two change orders needed to be approved and signed by the commissioners.  The commissioners approved and signed change order #1 a $21,600 savings on the shoulder.  The commissioners approved change order #2 a $21,216 savings of under rung piling.  The commissioners approved both change orders on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Phil Wright, Manilla resident, praised the efforts of the highway department regarding the concern and efforts of maintaining the county roads.
AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve payroll claims for the period ending March 7th.  Payroll claims were approved on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Monthly claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams asked the commissioners to approve an Enhanced Software Support agreement with The Sidwell Company.  The agreement was approved and signed on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that notification has been received regarding deputy coroners not completing the required training program within one (1) year after beginning employment.  The commissioners asked Adams to contact Corner, Ann Moster to appear at the next scheduled commissioners meeting.

211 PROGRAM


Commissioner Barnes reported that the 211 program will meet again in two (2) weeks.  Barnes also reported that the Rushville Public Library will input the data and will also attend the meeting.

MISC.

· Reviewed Milroy EMS run report for January

· Reviewed the January monthly Treasurers report

· Discussed the letter received from William E. Smith of Morristown Grain.  Smith intends to increase the car trains from sixty-five (65) to ninety (90) car trains.  Smith has asked permission to close county road 400 north an average of one (1) day a week.  Bill Todd will contact Smith to submit a formal proposal and to appear before the commissioners to address questions.  Todd noted that area citizens have contacted his office with questions.
· Commissioner Barnes reported that Rushville Elementary 3rd and 4th grade students will be attending five (5) commissioner meetings to learn the aspects of local county government.  The meetings will be moved to the assembly room of the courthouse.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
