REGULAR SESSION            RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS        FEBRUARY 19, 2008
THE RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2008 WITH COMMISSIONERS TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN, MARVIN COLE, KEN MASTERS, DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, AND LEIGH MORNING, COUNTY ATTORNEY IN ATTENDANCE.

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 4TH, 2008 MEETING WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE. MOTION CARRIED.

CIRCUIT COURT


CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE DAVE NORTHAM APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS INFORMING THEM, WHILE RESEARCHING THE CIRCUIT COURT STAIN GLASS WINDOWS HE ALONG WITH AUDITOR DEBORAH ADAMS UNCOVERED FIFTY-EIGHT (58) ORIGIONAL DRAWINGS AND PLANS OF THE COURTHOUSE IN THE AUDITORS OFFICE.  JUDGE NORTHAM ASKED PERMISSION TO TAKE THE PLANS AND DRAWINGS TO THE INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO RECEIVE A DIGITIZING AND PRESERVING COST ESTIMATE. KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION ALLOWING JUDGE NORTHAM TO MOVE FORWARD GETTING COST ESTIMATES, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

COURTHOUSE


STAN RICHARDS OF QPH (QUALITY PLUMBING AND HEATING) APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS ANY CONCERNS SURROUNDING THE RENEWAL OF THE 2008/2009 MAINTENANCE CONTRACT.  THE TWO (2) YEAR CONTRACT WAS RENEWED ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.


DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, REPORTED THAT NOTIFICATION WAS RECEIVED FROM TOBY GILLIAM CONCERNING UPGRADING OF THE COURTHOUSE SUMP PUMP ALARM.  THE ALARM WAS REPLACE BY NEWKIRK PLUMBING

SOLID WASTE


CAROLE YEEND, SOLID WASTE DIRECTOR, HAD NOTHING TO REPORT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE   

PAM LEISURE, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DIRECTOR, APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS SEEKING $10,000 FUNDING FOR THE CHAMBER.  LEISURE WAS INFORMED THAT THE REQUEST COULD NOT BE CONSIDERED UNTIL PREPARING THE 2009 BUDGET.  LEISURE REPORTED THAT CURRENTLY THE CHAMBER EMPLOYES A PART TIME DIRECTOR AND A PART TIME SECRETARY WORKING TEN.  THE COMMISSIONERS INSTRUCTED LEISURE TO SUBMIT A QUARTERLY UPDATE.

PURDUE CO-OP EXTENSION SERVICE


MICHELE WALLS, COUNTY EXTENSION EDUCATOR, APPROACHED THE COMMISSIONERS CONCERNING EDUCATING THE PUBLIC AGAINST IDENTITY THEFT.  WALLS ASKED TO SET UP AN EDUCATION DISPLAY ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE DURING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 25TH.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO ALLOW THE DISPLAY, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE DISPLAY.  MOTION CARRIED.
SHERIFF


JEFF SHERWOOD, SHERIFF, REPORTED THIRTY-EIGHT (38) INMATES OF WHICH THREE (3) ARE SENTENCED AND THIRTY-FIVE (35) PRE-SENTENCED INMATES.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THE COUNT IS THE HIGHEST SINCE JANUARY OF 2007.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE CREDIT CARD BONDING WILL BEGIN TODAY.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE LAST THREE (3) PURCHASED DEPARTMENT ROAD VEHICLES ARE NOW ON THE ROAD WORKING.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC WILL CONTACT HIM AFTER MARCH 1ST REGARDING THE ANIMAL SHELTER.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE NUMBERS OF ANIMALS PICKED UP BY THE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICE DO NOT MATCH THE NUMBERS MAINTAINED BY THE SHELTER.  DISCUSSION WAS HELD REGARDING THAT MANY ANIMALS ARE USUALLY DUMPED IN THE COUNTY INSTEAD OF THE CITY.
HIGHWAY


JERRY SITTON, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT, REPORTED THAT A STATE AUDIT OF THE RIGHT OF WAY PHASE III OF THE CARTHAGE PIKE PROJECT WAS HELD.  SITTON REPORTED THAT NEW DESIGNATION NUMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO BE ISSUED FOR THE PROJECT.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE DOCUMENTS FOR THE NEW DESIGNATION NUMBER #0710497 CONCERNING THE R.O.W. OF PHASE III OF THE CARTHAGE PIKE PROJECT.  MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

SITTON ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE FA-3 (FEDERAL AID) REIMBURSEMENT OF BRIDGE #1 LOCATED AT 1100 NORTH AND 900 WEST.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE FORM, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

SITTON REPORTED TO THE COMMISISONERS CONCERNING THE TRUCK AND BED BIDS OPENED DURING THE FEBRUARY 4TH MEETING AND TAKEN UNDER ADVISEMENT.  SITTON REPORTED THAT HE HAS REVIEWED THE BIDS AND RECOMMENDED THAT THE BID SUBMITTED BY SHIRKS INTERNATIONAL FOR SIX (6) TANDEM TRUCKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $415,298.52 BE ACCEPTED.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID AND TO SIGN THE NOTICE TO PROCEED, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


SITTON RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS ALSO ACCEPT THE BID SUBMITTED BY W.A. JONES FOR SIX (6) TRUCK BEDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $253,824.00 KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID AND TO SIGN THE NOTICE TO PRECEDE, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

TIM HOLMES OF PUBLIC FINANCE APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS TO ANSWER ANY CONCERNS SURROUNDING THE LEASE AGREEMENT OF 3.6% INTEREST FOR SEVEN (7) YEARS.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE AND SIGN ALL APPROPRIATE LEASE DOCUMENTS, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

AREA PLAN


BILL TODD, AREA PLAN DIRECTOR, APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS REGARDING THE 9:30 AM PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE HENRY CASE PETITION FOR A ZONING CHANGE.  TODD REPORTED THAT THE PROPERTY IS FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE SEXTON RESTAURANT.

TODD REPORTED THAT THE AREA PLAN COMMISSION GAVE A FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION CHANGING THE ZONING FROM A-3 TO COMMERCIAL.  TODD REPORTED THAT THE STORAGE BUILDINGS WILL BE CONSTRUCTED ON THE PROPERTY. TODD NOTED THAT ONLY THE ZONING CAN BE CHANGED AND MR. CASE WILL NEED TO APPLY FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION


COMMISSIONER CHAIRMAN TOM BARNES ASKED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.  NO PUBLIC COMMENT WAS RECEIVED.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO GRANT THE RE-ZONING OF THE PROPERTY, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED. 

AUDITOR


DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE PAYROLL CLAIMS ENDING FEBRUARY 22ND.  THE CLAIMS WERE APPROVED AND SIGNED ON A MOTION BY MARVIN COLE, SECONDED BY KEN MASTERS.  MOTION CARRIED.


ADAMS ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE THE INADVERTENTLY ADVERTISED CLAIMS THAT WERE APPROVED DURING THE FEBRUARY 4TH COMMISSIONERS MEETING. THE CLAIMS WERE APPROVED ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADAMS REPORTED THAT REBATE CHECKS WERE MAILED TO THE PUBLIC FEBRUARY 15TH AND A PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED. 
COUNTY FARM


COMMISSIONER TOM BARNES REPORTED THAT THE LAND OWNER ADJOINING THE COUNTY FARM GROUND CONTACTED HIM REGARDING INDIVIDUALS HUNTING IN THE WOODS LOCATED ON THE GROUND.  COUNTY ATTORNEY LEIGH MORNING REPORTED THAT THE COUNTY DOES NOT HAVE LIABILITY INSURANCE REGARDING THIS SORT OF ACTIVITY.  TOM BARNES WILL CONTACT MR. DOUG KINDER WHO LEASES THE COUNTY FARM GROUND.

HOMELAND SECURITY


MIKE OOLEY, HOMELAND SECURITY DIRECTOR, REPORTED THAT A SAFETY AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURE MEETING WILL BE HELD TODAY AT 10:30.  ALL COURTHOUSE OFFICE HOLDERS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO ATTEND.  OOLEY REPORTED THAT THE MEETING IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH HOMELAND SECURITY AND THE CONTINUANCE OF RECEIVING FUTURE GRANT MONIES.
MISC.

· REVIEWED THE CARTHAGE EMS RUN REPORT FOR JANUARY

· COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT HE ALONG WITH THE COUNCIL TOURED THE RUSH SHELBY VACANT BUILDING AND THE VACANT SALVATION ARMY BUILDING.  BARNES REPORTED THAT IT WAS HIS OPINION THAT THE SALVATION ARMY BUILDING DOES NOT MEET THE COUNTY’S NEEDS.  BARNES ALSO REPORTED THAT THE RUSH SHELBY ENERGY BUILDING DOES NOT INCLUDE THE FIBER HUT.  BARNES FINISHED WITH NOTING THAT THE PROJECT IS CURRENTLY BEING PLACED ON HOLD.
· COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED ON THE 211 MEETING HE ATTENDED IN RICHMOND.  BARNES REPORTED THAT THE RUSHVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY HAS VOLUNTEERED THEIR SERVICES TO CREATING THE DATA BASE FOR THE 211 SERVICES.  BARNES 

· COMMISSIONER KEN MASTERS REPORTED THAT HE RECENTLY ATTENDED THE E.I.D.D. (EASTERN INDIANA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT) MEETING.


MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS RECEIVED FROM MARVIN COLE, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN                   MARVIN COLE                                   KEN MASTERS 
