DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING                                                                                FEBRUARY 4, 2008

Drainage Board met in their regular meeting place in the Rush County Courthouse on February 4, 2008 at 10:15 a.m. with the following present: Marvin L. Cole, T.H. Barnes, Ken Masters, members; Leigh Morning, Drainage Board attorney; Marvin L. Rees, Surveyor; Michele Gordon, secretary.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by motion of Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes.

HUBER/MARTIN/McFARLAND OPEN

Present from Henry County were County Commissioner Larry Hale, County Surveyor Richard Byer and Gib Hoover, who works for the Henry County Surveyor’s office.  Rush County is requesting jurisdiction of the portion of this drain that lies within Rush County.  Henry County currently has jurisdiction of the entire drain.  Gib Hoover from Henry County presented to the Board a summary of all the drain expenses and income on the drain for the past several years.  They are willing to turn over jurisdiction of this drain if the Rush County Drainage Board agrees to taking on the debt of $5,333.20.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to take this issue under advisement until they have a chance to review this matter.  They ask that the Rush County Surveyor update the watershed maps and present a proposed schedule of assessments in order to assist them in making their decision.  A special meeting will be set for a later date.  Motion carried.

CATHERINE BEACH OPEN

Rush County is requesting jurisdiction of this drain which is currently under Henry County’s jurisdiction.  Gib Hoover presented an expense and income sheet on this drain.  Henry County is willing to turn over jurisdiction of this drain.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to accept jurisdiction of this drain and Henry County retains the current balance in the drain’s maintenance fund.  Motion carried.
ALBERT DWIGGANS TILE – HEARING

Interested parties present can be found on a list in the file located in the Surveyor’s Office.  The main concern of those present was how long the proposed assessment would be collected.  It was explained that the assessment would be collected as long as it took to get the drain account out of debt and allow some money to be in the account for any future repairs.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set the maintenance assessments at $2.00 an acre.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

WALLACE GARDNER TILE & OPEN – HEARING

Interested parties present can be found on a list in the file located in the Surveyor’s Office.  Once again the main concern of those present was how long the proposed assessment would be collected.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters to set the maintenance assessments at $5.00 an acre for a period of 3 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

GILSON-HERKLESS TILE – HEARING

A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Cole, to set the maintenance assessments at $2.00 for 5 years.  Motion carried with Masters abstaining since he was a landowner and the Final Order was signed.

WM GLENDENNING – HEARING

There were no landowners present.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to set the maintenance assessments at $5.00 an acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

NANCY & WALTER B HILL TILE & OPEN – HEARING

Interested parties present can be found on a list in the file located in the Surveyor’s Office.  Those present wanted to know how many acres they had in the watershed and they were given those amounts.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to set the maintenance assessments at $6.00 per acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

CHARLES JOHNSON TILE – HEARING

There were no landowners present.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set the maintenance assessments at $2.00 an acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.
JOSEPH LORD TILE – HEARING

No landowners were present.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to set the maintenance assessments at $1.00 per acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

NEWSOM/SILER TILE – HEARING

No landowners were present.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set the maintenance assessments at $3.00 an acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

JABEZ REDDICK #2 TILE – HEARING

Interested parties present can be found on a list in the file located in the Surveyor’s Office.  No one spoke concerning this tile.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set the maintenance assessments at $3.00 per acre for 5 years.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.

JEREMIAH WOODS TILE

Ann Reddick sent a letter to the Surveyor requesting work on this tile so she could connect some private laterals.  The work that would need to be done in order to allow any additional connections would involve a reconstruction of this tile.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to take the request under advisement and it was suggested to Miss Reddick that she contact her neighbors to see if they supported this possible reconstruction.  Motion carried.

MUTUAL DRAIN – KEVIN EAKIN

The Surveyor gave his report stating that the obstruction had been found and removed.  The tile has been repaired, the Surveyor has inspected and approved the repair, and the contractor has turned in his bill.  A watershed has been drawn to show which landowners will be responsible for paying for this repair.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to set a hearing for the proposed assessments to cover the cost of the repairs for April 7, 2008 at 10:30 a.m.  Motion carried.

ELLEN McILVAIN TILE – PARTIAL RECONSTRUCTION

The Surveyor gave his Final Report with his recommendation that the contractor be paid the amount of his contract.  Kevin Eakin was present and wanted to know if the contractor’s work was guaranteed.  He had some concerns about the connections that were made.  The Surveyor reported that the work was completed to his satisfaction. 

THOMAS STEWART OPEN, OWEN CARR & OMER STANLEY TILE & OPEN, ELI MURRAY TILE AND ALVA NEWHOUSE OPEN

A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the certificate of assessments for these drains.  Motion carried.

REPORT TO COUNTIES

A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to sign the assessment reports for Decatur County, Fayette County, Hancock County, Henry County and Shelby County.  Motion carried.

INDUSTRIAL PARK DRAINAGE

The Surveyor will contact the Mayor and request an informational meeting for him and the Drainage Board to attend to discuss the drainage issues for the Industrial Park.

SAM YOUNG TILE – RECONSTRUCTION

The Surveyor updated the Board on the progress of the reconstruction.

WYCOFF/GLIDDEN/GOLDMAN OPEN – RECONSTRUCTION

The Surveyor gave his Final Report.  He informed the Board that R.L. Coon Excavating has submitted an additional claim to cover the cost of work done on what they allege is an additional length of drain beyond what was stated in the job specifications.  Leigh Morning informed the Board that there is a provision within the contract that allows the contractor an opportunity to meet with the Board when a question like this arises.  The contractor did not inform the Board of their concerns in the proper manner so the Board thereby denies their additional claim.  However, R.L. Coon Excavating did perform some repair work that was needed on the drain after a heavy rainfall which they failed to bill.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to pay R.L. Coon Excavating $6,000.00 to cover the cost of this repair work.  The money will be paid out of the Drain Improvement Fund as part of the reconstruction.  Motion carried.  The Surveyor also informed the Board that maintenance work will be needed over the next couple of years to repair areas that were damaged during the recent flooding.
VERNE NORRIS TILE

A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to set a hearing to establish a maintenance fund on the Verne Norris Tile for April 7, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.  Motion carried.

The Surveyor requested a Special Meeting be called for February 19, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the jurisdiction of the Huber/Martin/McFarland Drain and to sign the certificate of assessments for the drains that had hearings held at today’s meeting.  On that same date at 10:15 a.m., a Mud Creek Drainage Board meeting will be held.
There being no further business to come before the Board a motion to adjourn was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters.  Motion carried.

___________________________     _____________________________     ___________________________

Marvin L. Cole                                   T.H. Barnes                                           Ken Masters
