REGULAR SESSION            RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS        JANUARY 7, 2008
THE RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION, MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2008 WITH COMMISSIONERS TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN, MARVIN COLE, KEN MASTERS, DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, AND LEIGH MORNING, COUNTY ATTORNEY IN ATTENDANCE.

MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 21ST, 2007 MEETING WAS APPROVED AS PRESENTED ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE. MOTION CARRIED.

HEALTH


DIXIE MEYER, RUSH COUNTY HEALTH NURSE, INFORMED THE COMMISSIONERS OF A T.B. TESTING SITUATION.  MEYER REPORTED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL DOES NOT HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE.  MEYER REPORTED THAT A CHEST X-RAY IS NECESSARY TO RULE OUT THE DISEASE BEING ACTIVE. MEYER ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO PAY FOR THE COST OF THE INDIVIDUAL’S X-RAYS.


COUNTY ATTORNEY, LEIGH MORNING, REVIEWED I.C.16-41-9-13 WHICH ADDRESSED COST OF CARE OR TREATMENT. MORNING ADVISED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS COULD CREATE A PUBLIC POLICY AND PUBLIC HEALTH TO PREVENT THE PUBLIC FROM BECOMING ACTIVE WITH T.B.

MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO SET PRECEDENCE FOR THE COUNTY TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF THE CHEST X-RAY FOR THE PATIENT WHEN NO OTHER SOURCE OF PAYMENT IS AVAILABLE.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


THE COMMISSIONERS WILL ADDRESS THE BILLING COST WITH RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE

VERLIN CUSTER, FIRE CHIEF OF RALEIGH FIRE DEPARTMENT, APPEARED AND SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSIONERS A 2007 AMBULANCE RUN REPORT.  CUSTER PROVIDED CLARIFICATION OF VARIOUS AREAS OF THE RUN REPORT.  CUSTER QUESTIONED AN E-911 DISPATCH ERROR ADDRESSING HIS CONCERN THAT CELL PHONES SHOULD BE ABLE TO DETERMINE THE AREA WITHIN 300’ OF THE EMERGENCY SITUATION.  RANDY HERBERT, I-T TECHNICAN, WILL RESEARCH THE CELL PHONE CONCERNS.


CUSTER FINISHED BY THANKING THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF RALEIGH FIRE DEPARTMENT AND NORTHERN RUSH COUNTY. 


THE COMMISSIONERS REVIEWED NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER EMS RUN REPORTS PROVIDED BY CARTHAGE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT.  

RUSH COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION


WANDA HENDERSON, RUSH COUNTY SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER DIRECTOR, APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS TO MAKE THEM AWARE OF THE NEW “RIDE RUSH”, A RUSH COUNTY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION BEING PROVIDED BY THE RUSH COUNTY SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICE CENTER.  


HENDERSON REPORTED THAT A SECTION 5310 NEW EQUIPMENT GRANT IS DUE IN MARCH.  COMMISSIONER BARNES SIGNED A LETTER TO INDOT CONCERNING THE ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS IN THE SECTION 5310 GRANT APPLICATION ON A MOTION BY MARVIN COLE, SECONDED BY KEN MASTERS.  MOTION CARRIED.


HENDERSON REPORTED THAT A T.A.A.C. (TRANSPORTATION ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE) MUST BE DEVELOPED.  THE COMMITTEE WILL MEET QUARTERLY.

SOLID WASTE


CAROLE YEEND, SOLID WASTE DIRECTOR, REPORTED THAT AN E-SCRAP DAY HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 19TH.


YEEND GAVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO SHERIFF JEFF SHERWOOD AND THE SHERIFF/JAIL DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE OF CLEANING THE AREA SURROUNDING THE COUNTY RECYCLEABLE DUMPSTERS FOLLOWING THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.

HOMELAND SECURITY


MIKE OOLEY, HOMELAND SECURITY COORDINATOR, REPORTED THAT HE IS IN THE PROCESS OF REVIVING THE VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT.


OOLEY DISCUSSED SETTING ANOTHER TRAINING DATE FOR THE COMMISSIONERS TO BECOME NIMS COMPLIANT.  JANUARY 31, 2008 IS THE DEADLINE FOR THE COMPLIANCE.  

OOLEY FINISHED BY REPORTING THAT THE COUNTY IS IN THE FINAL STAGES OF PLACING THE WEATHER GUIDE ON THE NEW COUNTY WEB SITE.
I-T


RANDY HERBERT, I-T TECHNICAN, ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO CONSIDER APPROVING A COURTHOUSE PHONE AND PHONE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WITH RANDY FRYE OF BLUE RIVER TELECOM. HERBERT REPORTED THAT THE WARRANTY EXPIRED ON THE PHONE SYSTEM PURCHASE ONE YEAR AGO.  THE COMMISSIONERS MADE NO DECISIONS AND INSTRUCTED HERBERT TO RESEARCH THE COST OF THE NEW PHONE SYSTEM.


HERBERT REPORTED THAT THE FIBER PROJECT WAS NOT COMPLETED BY YEAR END AS ANTICIPATED.  HERBERT NOTED THAT THE PROJECT SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF THE WEEK.


HERBERT REPORTED THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTY WEBSITE HAS BEEN COMPLETED BY CAROLE YEEND.

SHERIFF


JEFF SHERWOOD, SHERIFF, SUBMITTED AN INMATE STATUS REPORT OF WHICH ONE (1) INMATE IS SENTENCED AND TWENTY-SEVEN (27) PRE-SENTENCED.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT ONE INMATE HAS A MEDICAL CONDITION WHICH REQUIRED A TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOUR HOSPITAL ADMISSION.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE RAILING LOCATED OUTSIDE THE JAIL HAS BEEN REMOVED AND IS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING REPLACED.


SHERWOOD QUESTIONED THE COMMISSIONERS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE DOG WARDEN POSITION.  THE COMMISSIONERS INFORMED SHERWOOD THAT A MEETING IS BEING SET WITH NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR MERVYN BOSTIC REGARDING THIS AND OTHER SUBJECTS.  THE COMMISSIONERS ASKED THE AUDITOR TO SCHEDULE THE MEETING (SET FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 8TH AT 2:00 PM).

SHERWOOD QUESTIONED THE E-911 FEES THAT WERE INCREASED BY THE COUNCIL IN 2007.  SHERWOOD NOTED THAT HIS PERSONAL BILL HAS NOT REFLECTED THE RATE INCREASE.  THE AUDITOR WILL RESEARCH THE RATE INCREASE.

HIGHWAY


JERRY SITTON, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT, DISCUSSED THE DECEMBER 21ST BRIDGE REPAIRS BID THAT ARRIVED LATE.  SITTON REPORTED THAT A LETTER WAS RECEIVED FROM THE CURRIER OF THE BID, FED-EX.  SITTON STATED THAT THE LETTER INDICATED THAT DUE TO A TRUCK BREAK-DOWN THE BID ARRIVED LATE AT NO FAULT OF THE BIDDER.  THE BID ARRIVED AT 9:41 A.M. AND THE BID ACCEPTANCE DEADLINE TIME WAS 9:30 A.M. ON DECEMBER 21, 2007.  SITTON REPORTED THAT HE HAS RESEARCHED THE QUALIFICATIONS REGARDING ACCEPTANCE OF A BID AND ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO WAVE THE TIME CONDITION AND MOVE FORWARD AND OPEN THE BID.  COUNTY ATTORNEY, LEIGH MORNING REVIEWED THE INDIANA CODES AS PROVIDED BY SITTON AND ADVISED THE COMMISSIONERS TO MOVE FORWARD AND OPEN THE BID.

KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION THAT DUE TO THE EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THE BIDDER’S CONTROL TO OPEN THE BID.  MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

LEIGH MORNING OFFICIALLY OPENED THE BID AT 9:55 AM.  THE BID, SUBMITTED BY CLR INC., WAS A BID ON BRIDGE #146 (FORSYTHE COVERED BRIDGE) IN THE AMOUNT OF $93,046.50.  SITTON RECOMMENDED THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE BID.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID. MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


CLR, INC. ALSO SUBMITTED A BID ON BRIDGE #94 (FIRST COVERED BRIDGE) IN THE AMOUNT OF $140,472.00.  SITTON REPORTED THAT THE BID WAS OVER THE ENGINEERS ESTIMATE.  SITTON RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS TAKE THE BID UNDER ADVISEMENT ALLOWING HIM THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO THE ENGINEERS OF THE PROJECT.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO TAKE THE BID UNDER ADVISEMENT.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


SITTON REPORTED THAT HE APPROACHED THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE LEASE PURCHASE OF SIX (6) TANDEM DUMP TRUCKS.  SITTON NOTED THAT THE COUNCIL REFERRED THE FINAL DECISION TO THE COMMISSIONERS.  SITTON REPORTED THAT THE LEASE PURCHASE HAD CHANGED FROM TEN YEARS TO SEVEN YEARS AT 4% INTEREST.  SITTON REPORTED THAT THE PAYMENT WILL AVERAGE $103,000 PER YEAR AND THE EQUIPMENT LEASE TO AVERAGE $66,000 PER YEAR.

SITTON ASKED TO ADVERTISE THE BIDS JANUARY 11TH AND JANUARY 18TH AND TO OPEN THE BIDS DURING THE COMMISSIONER MEETING SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 4TH AT 9:30 A.M.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ADVERTISING, OPENING AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE BIDS.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

COURTHOUSE


THE COMMISSIONERS REVIEWED A THREE-YEAR PROPOSAL FROM THE TRADITIONS GROUP REGARDING REPLACEMENT OF THE COURTHOUSE ROOF WITH CIENDA TILE.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO TAKE THE PROPOSAL UNDER ADVISEMENT.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS REPORTED THAT AMCO ELEVATORS HAS COMPLETED THEIR WORK WITH THE ELEVATOR PASSING STATE INSPECTION ON JANUARY 2ND.

THE AUDITOR REPORTED THAT GILLIAM JANITORIAL WILL BE CLEANING OUT THE BASEMENT.  ADAMS REPORTED THAT TOBY GILLIAM PROVIDED PHOTO’ OF THE EXTENSIVE AMOUNT OF TRASH, PIPES, WATER HEATER, OLD EQUIPMENT, BOOKS AND PAPER RECORDS THAT HAVE COLLECTED FOR THE PAST TWENTY YEARS.  THE COMMISSIONERS ASKED SHERIFF JEFF SHERWOOD AND HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT JERRY SITTON TO ASSIST IN ANY MANNER POSSIBLE WITH THE REMOVAL OF THE ITEMS FROM THE BASEMENT.  A COUNTY AUCTION WILL BE HELD IN THE SPRING ONCE EVERYTHING HAS BEEN SORTED.  COUNTY ATTORNEY LEIGH MORNING REMINDED EVERYONE THAT PUBLIC RECORDS CANNOT BE AUTOMATICALLY DISPOSED, BUT MUST RECEIVE AUTHORITY BY THE PUBLIC RECORDS COMMISSION.
AUDITOR


DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, BROUGHT TO THE COMMISSIONERS ATTENTION THE FOLLOWING:
· COMMISSIONERS APPROVED THE SUBMITTED AND ADVERTISED FIRST CLAIMS OF 2008.  THE CLAIMS WERE APPROVED ON A MOTION BY MARVIN COLE.  SECONDED BY KEN MASTERS.  MOTION CARRIED.

· THE COMMISSIONERS APPROVED THE SUBMITTED PAYROLL CLAIMS ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS.  SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.

· INFORMED OF A TORT CLAIM BEING FILED BY KENT A. CARFIELD.
· REPORTED THAT THE PETITION/REMONSTRANCE VERIFICATION WAS COMPLETED AND CERTIFIED SATURDAY, JANUARY 29TH.

· REPORTED THAT THE TREASURER’S OFFICE IS IN THE PROCESS OF CHECKING FOR DELIQUENCIES TO BE APPLIED TO THE HOMESTEAD REBATES.  

MISC.

· REVIEWED THE TREASURER’S MONTHLY REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
· APPOINTED DENNY CORN TO THE COMMON CONSTRUCTION WAGE BOARD ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS. SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.

· APPROVED AND SIGNED THE JANITORIAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GILLIAM JANITORIAL SERVICES ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.

· COMMISSIONER TOM BARNES REPORTED THAT PLANS TO PURCHASE THE RUSH SHELBY BUILDING BY THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE HAVE FALLEN THROUGH.  BARNES REPORTED THAT PAUL BARADA JR. HAS OFFERED USER FEES TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF THE BUILDING.  IT WAS NOTED THAT THE MAIN BUILDING IS THE AREA FOR SALE, DUE TO THE SOUTH BUILDING BEING PURCHASED EARLIER IN 2007.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO TAKE THE MATTER UNDER ADVISEMENT ALLOWING EXTENSIVE RESEARCH TO BE COMPETED.  MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.  COMMISSIONER BARNES WILL CONTACT RUSH SHELBY ENERGY.

MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS RECEIVED FROM MARVIN COLE.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN                   MARVIN COLE                                   KEN MASTERS
