REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    JULY 6, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, July 6th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the June 22, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

SEXTON GRAIN ELEVATOR


Sexton resident Kevin DeWitt and Commissioner Ken Masters reported on the recent site visit to the grain elevator.  DeWitt provided site photo’s of the elevator. Discussion was held regarding a timeline surrounding the site cleanup.  DeWitt asked that if the county were to transfer ownership of the property he would clean up the site.  DeWitt asked that the county provide usage of the east alley by laying gravel, and a large dumpster for collection of the debris.


After further discussion, Ken Masters made the motion to extend the alley 200’ in the direction of the elevator, to provide a dumpster, to convey the property to Kevin DeWitt, and to require liability insurance or the release of liability on the county during the removal of buildings and the property cleanup.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, questioned the counties ability to convey the property without first acquiring two appraisals and receiving bids.  County Attorney Leigh Morning clarified that the property could be conveyed for economic development and that appraisals and advertising are not necessary.
ANDERSON TWP. VOL. FIRE DEPT


Becky Puckett, Milroy Fire Department Treasurer, appeared before the commissioners asking for financial assistance to send eight (8) firemen to a sixteen (16) week EMT certification course.  The course is at a cost of $400 per individual.  Ken Masters made the motion to take the matter under advisement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE


Jerry Sitton, Chairman of the Employee Health Insurance Committee, reported that the health insurance committee had met and recommended that the county remain with Key Benefits insurance and to continue with the Routzahn Agency as the county insurance broker.  Steve and Ruth Routzahn were both available to answer any questions presented by the commissioners.  

Sitton reported that due to a high increase in major medical claims and an increase in the aggregate the committee recommended a 14% employee premium rates.  Prescription and other health benefits would remain the same Sitton reported. Sitton reported that effective August 1, 2009 Indiana Health Network has been acquired by Sagamore Health Network as the preferred provider of services for employees and dependents.

Ken Masters made the motion to sign the renewal contract with Key Benefits.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, informed the commissioners that a memo will be issued and released immediately to all full-time county employees.  Adams provided the new rates based upon twenty-six (26) biweekly pay periods to the commissioners:
Employee Status
Current Rate
County Share
New Rate
County Share

Employee Only

$34.00

$193.00

$39.00

$221.00

Employee/Children
$64.00

$366.00

$73.00

$418.00


Employee/Spouse
$71.00

$402.00

$81.00

$459.00


Employee/Family
$95.00

$540.00

$109.00

$616.00

MILROY EMS


Darcy Conley of Milroy EMS reported that a new EMT had been certified.  Conley asked that the department be allowed to reduce their independent audit to two years instead of the previously requested three years.  County Attorney advised the commissioners that the independent audit should remain at three years.  
RUSH  COUNTY CONSERVATION CLUB GROUNDS


Joe Niedenthal, adjoining property owner to the Rush County Conversation Club property owned by the county commissioners appeared before the commissioners to discuss drainage issues.  Marvin Rees, County Surveyor, was also present to answer any necessary questions.  

Niedenthal shared his concerns that his property continuously flood due to what he considers is poor drainage of the county property onto his adjoining property.  The commissioners advised Niedenthal that someone will need to file a petition to repair the drain and will need to contact all adjoining property owners within the watershed.  The property owners will share the cost of the repairs.


Following further discussion, Marvin Cole advised that an open drain would be the cheapest and the easiest to correct, but that they should wait until after the August steam engine show before addressing.  Ken Masters made the motion to take the matter under advisement until after the annual steam engine show.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Director, reported that the 2008 SHSP grant for $29,500 is now completed.  Ooley reported that he will be receiving education on hazard mitigation during the 3rd meeting held at IUPUI.  Ooley is completing a multi hazard rough draft for hazard mitigation.  Ooley finished by reporting that the mobile command unit was utilized during the Rush County Fair and the Moscow Covered Bridge Festival. 

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, reported on a proposal received from Kimball a phone consultant.  Herbert reported that the consultant can bring a savings of $5,250 for basic services, and a $1,200 to $1,500 savings on E-911 lines.  Herbert noted that the reimbursement can go back three years.

Herbert discussed the 911 server up-grade and the possibility of taking the cost of the server from the 911 wireless funds.  A grant will provide partial reimbursement to counties who apply by the end of the month.


The commissioners questioned the $550 Omnicty claim submitted for payment.  Herbert explained that this is for the courthouse internet.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, submitted his June report for the commissioners to review.


Marvin Cole made the motion to accept a Right-of-Way Easement of 20’ off the west end of ROW on Walnut Street in Milroy from Rush County Elementary Schools Building Corporation.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-eight (28) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail.  Five (5) inmates are sentenced and twenty-three (23) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood reported that the public began signing up for the CodeRed emergency notification system.  Registration will also be made available on the county website.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, reminded all in attendance of the Tox-A-Way scheduled for Saturday, July 11th from 8:00am until 12:00pm


Yeend reported that some work had been done to the dump site. Discussion was held regarding further work being accomplished to the dump site.

COURTHOUSE CLOCK TOWER ROOF


Discussion was held regarding the courthouse clock tower roof restoration. Commissioner Marvin Cole made the motion for the removal of the entire current clock tower tile and to again use Titan Old World Spanish tile that will be installed correctly on the clock tower.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried. Bids will be opened August 3, 2009 at 10:00 am.  A performance bond is required.  The auditor will advertise the bid notice in the Rushville Republican and the county website.
COURTHOUSE


Commissioner Tom Barnes reported that the courthouse main drain blockage is being cleaned.  The drain access is located under the handicap ramp.  Newkirk Plumbing is cleaning and repairing the drain.  The repairs will cost approximately between $7,000 and $8,000 Newkirk will also repair the west walk way that ties into the wheelchair ramp.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of payroll claims on a motion from Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.


Adams received approval of biweekly claims on a motion from Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

Adams asked the commissioners to provide their recommendation for employee wages for the year 2010.  Tom Barnes expressed that all employees should receive the same percentage of wage increase.  Ken Masters made the motion to sign the recommendation for county employees of all departments to receive a 2 ½% wage increase to compensate for the 14% health insurance premium increase.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams reviewed the bi-annual payments that will be made following the spring distribution of tax collections.


Adams reported that she and her office had received a summons and notice of tort claim.

Reviewed Raleigh Fire Department June EMS run report.

RECESS


Marvin Cole made the motion to recess and resume the meeting immediately following the drainage board meeting for the purpose of preparing the 2010 budgets.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


The Commissioners resumed the meeting at 10:45am and prepared their budget proposals for the 2010 budget year.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
