REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    JUNE 22, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, June 22nd, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the June 8, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

MILROY EMS


Darcy Conley of Milroy EMS appeared before the commissioners to address multiple complaints received.  Conley reported that the requested financial records have been delivered to the auditor for their review.  The commissioners encouraged Conley to have the department’s financial records audited by an independent firm.


The commissioners reviewed the received run report for May.  Commissioner Barnes insisted that the run reports must be submitted monthly and must contain all the requested information.  Various rumors were put to rest by the commissioners, Conley and Sheriff Sherwood


The commissioners informed Conley that they are having a difficult time supporting the department financially. The commissioners finished by informing Conley that they are done with the meetings and it is time for accountability within the department.
G.I.S.


Marvin Rees, GIS Committee Chairman, received approval and signatures on a three (3) year contract $18,329.00 for a GIS website with The Sidwell Company.  Ken Masters made the motion to approved and sign the contract.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  A large portion of the funding will be offset by a Homeland Security Grant. 
SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, appeared before the commissioners asking for assistance in refreshing the area surrounding the recycling dumpsters.  Yeend reported that ruts need smoothed along with stone being placed throughout the area.  The commissioners asked the Highway and the jail trustees assist with the clean up.

ABANDONED BUILDING


James Spiker, Arlington resident, appeared before the commissioners concerning two abandoned buildings in the town of Arlington.  The first building is a house located on the South East corner of Washington Street and U.S. 52. Spiker indicated that the house has been vacant for at least seventeen (17) years.  Spiker shared photos and indicated that animal’s habitat the house along with children playing in and around the house.


The second building is on the South West Corner of Washington Street.  Spiker shared photos of the building reflecting several air conditioning units outside in the yard.


The commissioners will share the photos with the Board of Health and the Area Plan office.

I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T technician, reported of his attending a district committee meeting.
SEXTON PROPERTY

Kevin DeWitt, property owner in Sexton, appeared before the commissioners concerning what was the former Sexton grain elevator.  DeWitt asked as to the intentions of the commissioners concerning the property.  DeWitt explained that he wants to set up utilities to a piece of property that he owns.


DeWitt indicated that he has access to the property off of Co Rd 600 North and he considered this access to be a private drive.  Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent indicated that this was an alley and not a private drive.  Sitton advised that the county has many alleys that the county does not maintain.  Sitton will check as it if the alley was ever stoned and report back to the commissioners.  


Commissioner Masters will make a site visit to the property.  DeWitt expressed his interested in purchasing the county owned property.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported of an incident Friday the 19th of June involving a fence erected South of St Rd 3.  The fence was placed beyond the state placed poles.  Todd indicated that he had talked to the property owner regarding the fence placement.  The fence has been removed by the property owners and is now for sale.

The commissioners advised Todd of the properties brought to their attention in the town of Arlington.  Todd will make site visits

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, had nothing to report

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported;

· Thirty-seven (37) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Five (5) inmates are sentenced and thirty-two (32) inmates are pre-sentenced.

· The final claims for replacement of the wheel chair ramp has been submitted

· Assured the commissioners that his dispatchers are not toning Rush Memorial Ambulance regarding Milroy EMS runs as indicated earlier in the meeting.

· Due to the county fair in progress, there will be a possible increase in overtime

CODE “RED”

Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff and E-911 Director, updated the commissioners on the Reverse E-911 service.  Sherwood reported that he did appear before the Council during their June meeting and received their support for a one (1) year contract.  Sherwood asked the commissioners to approve and sign the One (1) year contract Code RED Services Agreement.  The agreement in the amount of $10,000 for basic service will also include $5,000 for weather warnings.

Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the agreement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Sherwood informed the commissioners that a determination will need to be made as to who has access to pass the five (5)”user pass codes” to the system.

COURTHOUSE


The commissioners asked the auditor to verify with Schroeder Insurance as to their funding for repairs and correction of the roofing tiles on the courthouse clock tower roof.


Ken Masters made the motion requesting county attorney Leigh Morning to file a law suit against R.J. Kunkle and The Traditions Group regarding the inferior workmanship on the courthouse clock tower roof.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Treasurer Mary Ann Beard reported that street lighting on the North side of the courthouse is poor.  Beard reported that she has talked to Rushville City leaders along with D.O.T. regarding the three (3) previously placed street lights that had existed, but now only two (2) were installed following the street reconstruction.  Beard indicated that the street drawings were reviewed and an oversight resulted in the third street light not being installed.  Ken Masters made the motion to place Beard in charge of seeing that the third street light was installed on the north side of the courthouse.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Beard reported that she will soon be attending the NACO conference.  Beard asked for the proxy vote on behalf of the county during the NACO conference. 

TREASURER


Mary Ann Beard, Treasurer, reported that property tax collections are slow and steady.  The spring collection deadline is June 30th.


The commissioners reviewed the monthly treasurer’s report for May.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of payroll claims submitted for payment on June 26th on a motion from Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Marvin Cole made the motion to approve bi-weekly claims submitted for payment.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams asked the commissioners to approve and sign a general amendment concerning Social Security number exclusion to employees.  The General Amendment was approved and signed on a motion by Marvin Cole. Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Commissioner Barnes opened discussion regarding each department head reducing their expenses for the upcoming 2010 budget year by 10%.  Ken Masters reported of the Commissioner District meeting held June 16th and the challenges and cutbacks that surrounding counties are currently facing with their current 2009 budgets and proposed 2010 budgets.  Masters made the motion challenging all department heads and office holders to reduce their current 2009 budget with the exception of salaries by 10% and to reduce their 2010 proposed budget, with the exception of salaries, by 10%.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The commissioners instructed the auditor to prepare a memo for their signature and to circulate the memo to all department heads and office holders.
MISC.

· Reviewed Carthage EMS run sheet for May

· Geoff Ray of Liberty National Life Insurance Co appeared asking the commissioners to consider and allow county employees to participate in the various insurance options.  The commissioners referred this to Jerry Sitton, chairman of the Health Insurance Committee.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
