REGULAR SESSION            RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS        JANUARY 22, 2008
THE RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MET IN REGULAR SESSION, MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2008 WITH COMMISSIONERS TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN, MARVIN COLE, KEN MASTERS, DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, AND LEIGH MORNING, COUNTY ATTORNEY IN ATTENDANCE.

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 7TH, 2008 MEETING WERE APPROVED AS PRESENTED ON A MOTION BY KEN MASTERS, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE. MOTION CARRIED.

AREA PLAN


BILL TODD, APC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS ASKING THEM THE WAIVE THE $200 BUILDING PERMIT FEE FOR THE FAMILY IN CARTHAGE WHO, ALONG WITH THE DEATH OF THEIR SON, ALSO LOST THEIR HOUSE IN A FIRE.  TODD EXPLAINED THAT THE COMMUNITY EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO REBUILD THE DWELLING.  TODD CONTINUED BY ADDING THAT AREA BUSINESS’S ARE DONATING BUILDING SUPPLIES AND LABOR.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO WAIVE THE FEE, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

HOMELAND SECURITY


MIKE OOLEY, HOMELAND SECURITY DIRECTOR, REPORTED THAT THE WEATHER STATION IS NOW FUNCTIONING ON LINE.

OOLEY INFORMED THE COMMISSIONERS OF AN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING BEING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH AT 3PM IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM.


OOLEY REPORTED ON A NIMS CLASS SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 29TH AT 6:30PM IN THE COMPUTER LAB AT RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.


OOLEY ASKED TO SET UP A DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING REGARDING COURTHOUSE SAFETY AND SECURITY POLICIES.  THE MEETING WAS SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 19TH AT 10:30 AM AND WILL BE HELD IN THE COMMISSIONER ROOM.

I-T


RANDY HERBERT, I-T TECHNICIAN, UPDATED THE COMMISSIONERS REGARDING HIS RESEARCH OF RALEIGH FIRE CHIEF, VERLIN CUSTER’S CONCERNS OF E-9-1-1 ADDRESSES NOT REFLECTING ON DISPATCH CALLS.  HERBERT CONFIRMED THAT VERIZON E-9-1-1 CALLS DO NOT REFLECT ON DISPATCH CALLS. HERBERT WILL CHECK FURTHER INTO RESOLVING THE SITUATION.

HERBERT DISCUSSED CONVERTING THE COURTHOUSE INTERNET OVER TO RUSH SHELBY OWNED FIBER.  THE MONTHLY FIBER USAGE INTERNET FEE WILL BE $495.  HERBERT REPORTED THAT THIS IS APPROXIMATELY AN INCREASE OF $250. HERBERT CONTINUED BY EXPLAINING THAT THE SPEED WILL BE TWICE AS FAST AS CURRENTLY RECEIVING THROUGH OMNICITY.  HERBERT EXPLAINED THAT IT DEFEATS THE PURPOSE TO HAVING FIBER AND TO NOT UTILIZE ITS BENEFITS. HERBERT NOTED THAT POSSIBLY THE COUNTY COULD ALSO HOOK RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ONTO THE COURTHOUSE FIBER AND SAVE ADDITIONAL MONIES.

THE COMMISSIONERS DISCUSSED LEAVING THE SUBJECT OPEN FOR FUTURE DISCUSSIONS POSSIBLY NEGOIATING THE PRICE WITH RUSH SHELBY ENERGY.  THE COMMISSIONERS ASKED HERBERT TO COME BEFORE THEM WITH A RECOMMENDATION.
SOLID WASTE


CAROLE YEEND, SOLID WASTE DIRECTOR, REPORTED THAT THE E-SCRAP HELD SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH WAS A SUCCESS.  YEEND THANKED THE MANY VOLUNTEERS INCLUDING THE SHERIFF AND HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT.  YEEND REPORTED THAT TEN (10) TONS OF E-SCRAP WAS COLLECTED.
SHERIFF


JEFF SHERWOOD, SHERIFF, REPORTED THIRTY-FOUR (34) INMATES CURRENTLY HOUSED IN THE RUSH COUNTY JAIL.  TWO (2) INMATES ARE SENTENCED AND THIRTY-TWO (32) INMATES ARE PRE-SENTENCED.


SHERWOOD REVIEWED THE 2007 ANNUAL REPORT, REPORTING THAT BOOKINGS HAD INCREASED OVER 2006.  SHERWOOD NOTED THAT THE DAILY POPULATION WAS DOWN OVER-ALL.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS PARTICIPATING IN A THIRTY (30) DAY TRIAL PERIOD USING CREDIT CARDS FOR BONDING.  


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE CARTHAGE TOWN MARSHALL RECEIVED AN INVOICE OF $375 FOR COMPUTER MODEMS INSTALLED IN PATROL CARS.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT CARTHAGE DOES NOT HAVE THE FUNDS BUDGETED TO COVER THE MAINTENANCE. THE COMPUTER MODEMS WERE PURCHASED WITH HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT FUNDS.  AFTER FURTHER DISCUSSION, COUNTY ATTORNEY, LEIGH MORNING EXPLAINED THAT THE MAINTENANCE FEES COULD BE PAID USING E-9-1-1 FUNDS.

SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT A MEETING IS BEING SCHEDULED REGARDING THE CITY DOG WARDEN AND THE ANIMAL SHELTER.  COMMISSIONER BARNES WILL CONTACT MAYOR BOSTIC TO SET THE MEETING DATE.


SHERWOOD FINISHED BY REPORTING THAT HE MET WITH THE NEW CITY POLICE CHIEF, RON CAMERON JANUARY 18TH.

HIGHWAY


JERRY SITTON, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT, ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO SIGN A LETTER TO INDOT RELEASING INDOT FROM THE GINGS ROAD PROJECT THAT WAS COMPLETED OCTOBER 22ND, 2007.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE LETTER.  MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

SITTON REPORTED ON THE BID FOR COVERED BRIDGE #94.  SITTON REPORTED THAT THE BID WAS OVER BY $84,000.  SITTON RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS NOT RE-BID THE PROJECT AND TO REJECT THE BID.  NO FURTHER DISCUSSIONS OR QUESTIONS WERE RECEIVED.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO REJECT THE BID ON BRIDGE #94, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


SITTON ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO SIGN THE NOTICE TO ACCEPT THE BID ON BRIDGE #146 UPON RECEIPT OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND.  KEN MASTERS MADE A MOTION TO SIGN THE FORM NOTICE, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO SIGN THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $93,046.50 FOR BRIDGE #146.  MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO PROCEED ON BRIDGE #146, KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

AT 9:30 HIGHWAY FUEL BIDS RECEIVED WERE OPENED BY COUNTY ATTORNEY, LEIGH MORNING.  ONE (1) BID WAS RECEIVED.

HARVEST LAND CO-OP SUBMITTED A BID FOR A GUARANTEED SET PRICE OF $2.642 PER GALLON OF 90 OCTANE MINIMUM GASOLINE.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID. KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


HARVEST LAND CO-OP SUBMITTED A BID FOR GUARANTEED SET PRICE OF $2.826 PER GALLON OF 5% SOY, WINTER BLENDED BIO-DIESEL.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION, MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.   MOTION CARRIED.


SITTON REPORTED FUEL TANK PROBLEMS ON THE SIGN TRUCK.  SITTON ALSO REPORTED FUEL JELLING WITH EIGHT OF TWELVE TRUCKS. SITTON REPORTED THAT HE WAS SWITCHING TO 5% BIO-DIESEL INSTEAD OF THE 12%.
AIR EVAC AMBULANCE


MICHAEL MAYLE, MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR, OF AIR EVAC APPROACHED THE COMMISSIONERS REGARDING A POSSIBLE MEMBERSHIP BACKED AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE TO COUNTY EMPLOYEES.


MAYLE REPORTED THAT SELDOM DOES HEALTH INSURANCE COVER 100% OF AIR AMBULANCE COSTS.  MAYLE REPORTED THAT MEMBERSHIP HELPS SUBSIDIZE THE TYPICAL CHARGE OF $14,000 FOR AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES.


MAYLE REPORTED THAT THE COST IS $60 YEARLY FOR A FAMILY; $55 FOR TWO MEMBERS AND $50 FOR ONE MEMBER.  DISCOUNTS ARE OFFERED IF MORE THAN FIFTY MEMBERSHIPS ARE PURCHASED.  AN INDIVIDUAL COST WOULD BECOME $40; TWO MEMBERSHIPS WOULD BECOME $45; AND A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP COST $55

THE HEALTH INSURANCE COMMITTEE WILL RESEARCH THE PROGRAM ALONG WITH WHAT KEY BENEFITS IS CURRENTLY PAYING FOR AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES.


MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO TAKE THE MATTER UNDER ADVISEMENT ALLOWING THE HEALTH INSURANCE COMMITTEE TO RESEARCH AND MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO THE COMMISSIONERS.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED.

BOARD OF FINANCE


AT 9:55 AM BOARD OF FINANCE PRESIDENT CALLED THE BOARD OF FINANCE ANNUAL MEETING TO ORDER.


BARNES OPENED THE FLOOR TO THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 2008.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO RETAIN THE CURRENT OFFICERS OF COMMISSIONER TOM BARNES AS PRESIDENT AND RUSH COUNTY TREASURER MARY AND BEARD AS SECRETARY.  KEN MASTERS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

COUNTY TREASURER MARY ANN BEARD PROVIDED AND REVIEWED THE INVESTMENT STATUS OF THE COUNTY. BEARD REPORTED THAT THE TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2007 WAS $10,906,594.67 BEARD NOTED THAT THIS WAS AN INCREASE OF $250,000 OVER THE YEAR 2006.

BEARD PROVIDED A RE-CAP OF THE SWEEP ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED AND UTILIZED AT WELLS FARGO BANK. 


BEARD REPORTED THAT USING THE LOCK BOX PROCESS FOR TAX COLLECTIONS HAS CUT DOWN ON PART TIME HELP IN THE TREASURERS OFFICE.


BEARD REPORTED THAT THE THIRD PARTY CREDIT CARD SYSTEM IS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE INTERNET.  THE SERVICE CHARGES A 3% FEE TO THE INDIVIDUAL.  BEARD NOTED THAT THE COUNTY IS UNABLE TO ACCEPT CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS IN THE TREASURERS OFFICE DUE TO THE 3% FEE.


BEARD DISCUSSED THE GOAL OF PROVIDING TREASURER INFORMATION ON LINE TO THE PUBLIC. CAROLE YEEND MENTIONED THAT THE COUNTY WEB SITE MAY BE ABLE TO ASSIST THE TREASURERS OFFICE WITH THEIR GOAL.

THE COMMISSIONERS COMMENDED BEARD FOR HER EFFORTS OF INVESTING THE COUNTIES MONIES.  


NO OTHER QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:12 AM., SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.  MOTION CARRIED.

AUDITOR

DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE PAYROLL CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 24, 2008.  MARVIN COLE MOVED TO APPROVE AND PAY THE CLAIMS, SECONDED BY KEN MASTERS.  MOTION CARRIED.


ADAMS ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE SUBRECIPIENT SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT FOR MANILLA COMMUNITY FIRE DEPARTMENT AND THE WESTERN RUSH COUNTY REGIONAL WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT.  MARVIN COLE MADE THE MOTION TO SIGN THE REPORTS.  IT WAS SECONDED BY KEN MASTERS.  MOTION CARRIED.

ADAMS ASKED THE COMMISSIONERS TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE 2008 COVERED BRIDGE CERTIFICATION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE STATE.  KEN MASTERS MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE CERTIFICATION, SECONDED BY MARVIN COLE.   MOTION CARRIED.


MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS RECEIVED FROM KEN MASTERS. MARVIN COLE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

TOM BARNES, CHAIRMAN                   MARVIN COLE                                   KEN MASTERS
