REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    JUNE 8, 2009

The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, June 8th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Jodi Harr, Deputy Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. Auditor, Deborah Adams, was not available to attend.

Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the May 26, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

COUNTY MEETINGS MINUTES


Commissioner Barnes notified the media and all in attendance that minutes for all county meetings can be accessed on the Rush County web site.

CONSERVATION CLUB


Marvin Rees, Rush County Surveyor, reported that he has looked at the drainage issues at the Rush County Conservation Club.  It doesn’t appear that there is anything wrong with it but it could be improved for better drainage.  If improvements are requested, he would suggest making it an open drain.  Commissioner Barnes reported that in the event the County Highway Department is given the opportunity to maintain the land behind the shooting range, the highway superintendant would use his equipment to install the open drain so there would be no cost to the drainage board.

ECDC


Brad Buening, ECDC Director, presented the commissioners with a prospect status list and copies of the ECDC minutes from March 26, 2009 and April 23, 2009.


There is another firm interested in the Brownfield property.  They are working with the state to see what kind of tax credits are available.


Buening updated the commissioners on the North Industrial Park.  ECDC has applied for stimulus dollars for improvements to this area.  There will possibly be a second round of funds available from the state this fall.


Milroy is interested in filing for a Community Focus Grant through OCRA.  Buening asked the commissioners if there were any other OCRA funds being requested or anticipated to be requested?  He noted that there can only be one request for funds at a time.  Commissioner Barnes stated that the county has applied for Disaster Recovery Appropriation I through OCRA.  Buening will check with OCRA to see if this will make a difference.


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste District Manager, asked if the Rush County Web Site can be linked with the ECDC site.  Currently you can get to ECDC site through the county site but you can not access the county site from the ECDC site.  Bueining will check on this.

EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Director, updated the commissioner on grants that his office has been working on.  The 2007 PSIC grant for radios is complete.  The radios have been installed.  The Hazard Mitigation Grant and GIS grant are still in progress.


The EMA Advisory Council recommended him to appear before the commissioners regarding E911 addresses.  County ordinances 1991-1, 1993-5, and 1995-1 is in place requiring homes to post their 911 address where it is visible for law enforcement and emergency responders.


Ooley informed the commissioners that he will be setting up the EMA Mobile Command Unit, Generator, and other equipment on Wednesday, June 10 for the council to review.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty three (33) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Six (6) inmates are sentenced.


The state did the jail inspection last week.  This is earlier than usual.  He hasn’t gotten the written report yet but he does not anticipate any problems.


Sherwood presented the yearly Jail report for the commissioners to review.


He also notified the commissioners that due to the upcoming Rush County Fair and Moscow Covered Bridge festival, he will have more overtime over the next few pay periods. 


Sheriff Sherwood requested the commissioners allow All sheriff department employees to participate in the Indiana Sheriffs 457(b) retirement plan.  McCready & Keene will be the administrator.  It will allow all sheriff department employees, including jail employees, to participate in the plan.  It is strictly voluntary.  A motion was made by Ken Masters to sign Ordinance 2009-3 Establishing a Deferred Compensation Plan for Merit and Civilian Sheriff’s Department Employees.  Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.





(Insert ordinance here)
Duane Raab, Chief Deputy for the Rush County Sheriff’s Department, requested the commissioners sign a grant application through the Rush County Community Foundation requesting $5,000 for the K9 program .  All other costs is being raised through donations.  Marvin Cole made the motion to sign the grant.  Ken Masters made the second.  Motion carried.


Sherwood informed the commissioners of a conflict in billing between Rush Memorial Hospital and the Rush County Sheriff Department.  Sherwood had his staff check with the hospital in January to see if there were any outstanding bills.  At that time there were none.  He has since received a bill for services prior to January of 2009.  Commissioner Barnes will take the bill to the Rush Memorial Hospital Board for clarification.


Sherwood asked for clarification on using inmates to move the roof tiles from the courthouse attic to the courthouse basement.  He will get started on this project soon.

RUSH COUNTY TRANSPORTATION


Wanda Henderson presented the final grant agreement for the Section 5311 Grant for ARRA Funded Projects.  This grant is in the amount of $26,200 and will be used to purchase office equipment, radios, mobile GPS units, and repeater.  Marvin Cole made the motion to sign the final grant agreement and Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Henderson reported the number of ride requests is increasing.  They are using fliers and the media to get the word out about the transportation services.  She will work on getting the information placed on the Rush County web site.

COURTHOUSE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT


Steve Gardner of Turnkey Mechanical & Electrical Corp. introduced himself to the commissioners.  He would like to bid on the courthouse maintenance contract currently held by QPH.  The commissioners instructed him to gather his information and present it to them in December when they take bids for the following year.

COURTHOUSE


Barnes reported that he has received one proposal for the repair of the courthouse roof.  He is waiting on the county insurance company to complete their review.

AUDITOR


Jodi Harr, Deputy Auditor, received approval of the June 12 payroll on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Ken Masters made the motion to approve the bi-weekly claims.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Presented the Raleigh EMS run report for May, 2009.  Raleigh is covering some of the runs for Carthage EMS.  Commissioner Masters reported he has met with Carthage EMS and they are working on getting more coverage.

RECESS UNTIL 10:25  A motion was made by Commissioner Masters to recess until 10:25.  Seconded by Commissioner Cole.  Motion Carried.

RECONVENED AT 10:25
COUNTY ATTORNEY


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, received a complaint from Michelle Hankins.  She received a fine for a violation of the dog ordinance.  Hankins claims she came to the courthouse to pay the fine and no one knew about the fine.  Morning advised Hankins to appear before the Rush County Commissioners at their May 26, 2009 meeting and also gave Hankins an extension to pay the fine until June 2, 2009.  To date, Hankins has not appeared before the commissioners nor has she paid the fine.

PUBLIC HEARING


At 10:30 a public hearing was held regarding the CDBG Disaster Recovery Appropriation 1through OCRA.


Mike McDaniel of E.I.D.D. (Eastern Indiana Development District) stated the purpose of this grant is to recapture funds for the flood disaster in Rush County on June 8, 2009.  There were no public comments or questions so a motion was made by Commissioner Masters and seconded by Commissioner Cole to close the public hearing.


A motion was made by Commissioner Cole and seconded by Commissioner Masters to sign a Resolution of the County Commissioners of Rush County, Indiana, authorizing the Submittal of the Community Development Block Grant Disaster 1 Application for Reimbursement of Funds to the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs and Addressing Related Matters.  Motion carried.


The grant application was also submitted for Commissioner Barnes to sign.



Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters

