REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    APRIL 27, 2009

The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, April 27th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Jodi Harr, Deputy Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance.  Auditor, Deborah Adams, was unable to attend.

Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the April 13, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, thanked the commissioners for the success of the Earth Day Tox Away Center open house which was held April 22nd. 

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty seven (37) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail. Thirteen (13) inmates are sentenced and twenty four (24) inmates are pre-sentenced inmates.


Sherwood reported that the detached garage of the jail has been completed.  Sherwood also reported that the repair of the firing range damaged roof has been completed by inmates.


Sherwood reported that the leak in the jail roof has been looked at.  It was not the roof but it was leaking around an air handler.  It has been fixed.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, presented the commissioners with a contract between Rush County and Butler Fairman for Phase II of the Carthage Pike project.  The project has been approved by the State of Indiana.  The amount of the contract is $262,000 with 80% being reimbursed to the county by the state.  A motion was made by Commissioner Cole to sign the contract.  It was seconded by Commissioner Masters.  Motion carried.


He presented a contract between Rush County and the State of Indiana for Phase II Carthage Pike and Bridge #12 construction.  It is in the amount of $2,248,000.  If the bid comes in higher than this amount the county will pay the difference.  Commissioner Cole made the motion and Commissioner Masters the second, to sign the contract.  Motion carried.


Sitton reported to the commissioners that five proposals have been made by the county to the state for the use of Stimulus dollars.  Three of the five have been approved by the state.  He presented the commissioners with a Right-of-Way Certification from the State of Indiana to be signed by the commissioners.  It states that stimulus dollars will be used for roads that do not require new right-of-ways.  This applies to DES#0900615 and DES#0900614.  A motion was made by Cole and seconded by Masters to sign the certification.  Motion carried.


Sitton presented Title sheets for the following projects:

· 0900614
800 E, between 1100 N and 1200 N

· 0900615
800 E, between 600 N and 900 N

· SG20046
800 E, Glenwood to 250 N

· SG00047
800 E from Orange Pike to South of Maple St in Glenwood

· No des#
715 W from State Rd 44 to Base Road (des# to be added later)
A motion was made by Commissioner Cole and seconded by Commissioner Masters to sign the Title Sheets as presented.  Motion carried.


In a final matter, Sitton reported that two culverts will be replaced on State Rd 44 beginning in the middle of May.  He is requesting an unofficial detour be approved at 225E around to Orange Pike.  A motion was made by Commissioner Cole and seconded by Commissioner Masters to approve the detour.  Motion carried.           
EMA


Mile Ooley, EMA Coordinator, notified the commissioners of a possible situation regarding Swine Flu.  The Rush County Board of Health, Rush Memorial Hospital, and EMA will be meeting at 10 a.m. today to discuss the plans in place for Rush County.  There is also a teleconference with the State Homeland Security office at 2:30 today if the commissioners would like to participate.  The Rush County School system has been contacted regarding precautions to take and symptoms to watch for.  He reiterated that there have been no reported cases in Indiana.  He gave each of the commissioners a copy of a media release from the Indiana Dept of Homeland Security.  He will keep the commissioners informed as more information is available.


SHSP 2008 grant dollars are now available to spend for radios.


NIMS 300 tests have been completed.  Rush County is now 100% compliant.

AUDITOR


Jodi Harr, deputy auditor, received approval of payroll claims on a motion by Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion. Motion carried.


Bi-weekly claims were approved on a motion by Ken Masters.  Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

COUNTY ATTORNEY


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, presented the commissioners with a revised EMA Ordinance 1994-5.  It is adding Rush Memorial Hospital to serve on the EMA Advisory Council.  A motion was made by Ken Masters and seconded by Marvin Cole to sign the amended ordinance.  Motion carried.


Morning has received a complaint from Camille Lukens who is a Carthage resident.  On March 4 Ms. Lukens received a warning from a Rush County Sheriff Deputy under the Loose Dog Ordinance.  She was given two weeks to properly pin up her dogs.  On March 11her dog caused injury to another animal and she was given a citation.  She was ticked $50.00 plus court costs.  She would like for the ticket to be considered as a second warning since she was still within her two week warning period and the dog pins were installed within the two weeks.  She would like for the commissioners to waive the $50.00 ticket and court costs.  After discussion, a motion was made by Ken Masters to not allow the dismissal of the fine and court costs rendered to Ms. Lukens.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

I.T.


Randy Herbert requested the commissioners allow him to install a window air conditioner in the I.T. room.  During the day the room stays cool; however, at night when the air handlers turn off, the room is very hot.  This is not good for the computer equipment.  The commissioners instructed him to see if he can locate the one which was used in the public defender’s office in the past.  If not, he has their permission to purchase an air conditioner using money in his budget.  Cole made the motion to allow a window air conditioner in the I.T. room.  Masters made the second.  Motion carried.


He attended the E911 meeting in Richmond last week.  The district is applying for grant funds to cover the contract costs.  This process will take a while.  He will keep the commissioners updated.


Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters

