REGULAR MEETING                
RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                        APRIL 8, 2009

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Bruce Levi, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance. 

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the March 11th, 2009 meeting were approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried. 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE


Deborah Adams, Auditor, informed the council that the recently appointment of Richard Hampton II has been declined by the state Alcohol and Tobacco Commission.  Hampton is ineligible due to not being a five year resident of Rush County preceding his appointment.  Adams will re-advertise the open position.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported 43 inmates currently housed in the Rush County jail.

Sherwood updated the council regarding siding the back garage and repairing the firing range roof.  Sherwood noted that the building maintenance appropriation will be utilized, along with inmate assistance making the overall cost of roof repairs approximately $500.  The council members encouraged Sherwood to move forward.


Sherwood reported that effective April 1st Gary Davis is resigning from the Merit Board.  Sherwood noted that Davis is a Democrat appointment. Sherwood reported that he has appointed Jeff Gettinger to finish out the vacancy term.

Sherwood discussed the March 6th notice received from McCready and Keene outlining IRS requirement changes to qualified plans.  Leigh Morning, county attorney, shared her concerns.  Discussion was held regarding the recently received McCready and Keene report.  The council advised Sherwood to base the 2010 budget upon $180,000 for merit employee’s retirement.
EMA


Discussion was held regarding EMA and the United Fund Grant.  Jerry Kent asked to receive for review a written detailed report of the FEMA application to the Lilly/United Fund Grant.

COURTHOUSE


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, encouraged the council members to physically view the courthouse attic.  Todd shared his concerns as to the weight safety of the attic floor.  Todd also shared his concerns that the attic floor has received due to the recent rains and heavy winter snows.  Deborah Adams, auditor indicated to the council that the commissioners are very active and attune to correcting the situation.  
COUNTY VOLUNTEER FIRE SERVICES


Verlin Custer, Fire Chief of Raleigh Fire Department, appeared before the council to discuss the volunteer services offered by county departments.  Custer indicated that Raleigh Fire Dept. has in the past been asked to do more, which is not a problem.  Custer asked the Council to keep this in mind during the 2010 budget approval.


Custer discussed funding for training.  Custer reported that the current contract includes training to be paid by the county.  Custer reported that he has submitted a claim for such training.  The auditor confirmed that the claim has been received and is currently being processed.  The current and previous commissioner budgets did not address this funding and will be addressed during the 2010 budget preparations

Custer addressed the hurdles and complications of “In-service Training and Continued Education” that has begun at Rush Memorial Hospital.   Custer shared his concerns of leaving the departments area uncovered when attending the training classes at Rush Memorial Hospital.

Custer informed the council that the EMS contracts only containing language to subsidize “In-service” not the initial start up training of an individual of any department.  Leigh Morning will bring this to the commissioner’s attention so that it may be clarified in the 2010 EMS contracts.  Custer indicated that history has indicated if the individual other than the fire department pays the initial start up the individual is more dedicated to following thru and completing the training.

EDIT


Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported on the EDIT fund.  Adams reported that the final hospital bond payment will be paid June 1st.  Adams indicated that the City of Rushville, Town of Carthage and Town of Glenwood have been notified to submit newly adopted capital improvement plans to capture their remaining portion of the previously commitment to the hospital bond. 
ECDC


John Pavey provided an update to the recent ECDC activities.


Motion to adjourn was initiated by Jerry Kent.  Gerald Mohr seconded the motion, motion carried.
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