Rush County Surveyor FAQ

Q:  Can I get a copy of the drainage codes for regulated drains and mutual drains?

A:  Yes, http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title36/ar9/ch27.html for regulated drains and http://www.ai.org/legislative/ic/code/title36/ar9/ch27.4.html for mutual drains.
Q:  Do I need permission to connect a private drain to a regulated drain?

A:  Yes, IC 36-9-27-17 requires the owner to file plans and a request for permission with the county surveyor.

Q:  Do I need permission to connect a perimeter drain to a regulated drain? 
A:  Yes, IC 36-9-27-17 requires the owner to file plans and a request for permission with the county surveyor.
Q:  Can I take land from one watershed and add it to another watershed?

A:  Yes, Drainage Board Ordinance 2007-1 will allow this provided the Surveyor gives you permission.  There may be a cost per acre involved.
Q:  Does the County Surveyor’s office survey private property?

A:  No, the County Surveyor is the technical authority on the construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of all regulated drains or proposed regulated drains in the county.  He is also in charge of all section corners in the county, maintains a record of all legal surveys, and maintains the map of the county.

Q:  Where does the money come from that is used to maintain the regulated drains?

A:  Each regulated drain that is active has its own account.  The watershed for each drain can be assessed so much per acre and this money is used to perform maintenance on the particular drain.  In other words, the land that uses the drain pays for the drain.

Q:  Where does the money come from that is used to reconstruction a regulated drain?

A:  A reconstruction uses money from the Drain Improvement Fund to pay for the work.  The watershed is then assessed so much per acre to replace the money into the fund.  In other words, the land that uses the drain pays for the drain.

Q:  Can money from one drain be used to pay for work done on another drain?

A:  No, if a drain has insufficient funds in the account, money is used from the Drain Improvement Fund to make up the deficiency.  Then the watershed must pay the money back to the Drain Improvement Fund. 

