DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING                                                                            JANUARY 20, 2009

Drainage Board met in their regular meting place in the Rush County Courthouse on January 20, 2009 at 10:15 a.m. with the following present: Marvin L. Cole, T.H. Barnes, Ken Masters, members; Leigh Morning, Drainage Board attorney; Marvin L. Rees, Surveyor; Michele Gordon, secretary.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by motion of Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes.

WALTER B HILL TILE – HEARING

The hearing was called to order.  Interested landowners present can be found on a list in the file in the Surveyor’s office.  The Surveyor told the Board that he had received one remonstrance stating they objected to the proposed maintenance assessment increase.  Several landowners were present and all stated past problems with this tile.  They were all in agreement that continuing to fix blow holes would not solve any future problems.  It was stated that there is nowhere for the water to go when Big Blue River rises during spring rains.  The Board explained to those present that the purpose of the hearing was to get the drains’ maintenance account out of debt.  Once out of debt, discussion could be held on how to solve the drainage problems.  A motion was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to raise the maintenance assessment to $10.00 an acre for a period of one year.  At the end of one year another meeting would be called to take under advisement recommendations for the future of this tile.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.  A motion was then made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes, to sign the maintenance report for Henry County.  Motion carried.  The hearing was then closed.

NANCY & WALTER B HILL TILE
Jesse Barry, an interested landowner who was mistakenly at the previous hearing, requested that any work  on the Nancy & Walter B Hill Tile be done during the summer months.
WAITS/WRIGHT – PETITION HEARING

The hearing was called to order.  Interested landowners present can be found on a list in the file in the Surveyor’s office.  The Surveyor gave his report which can be found in the file in the Surveyor’s office.  He then stated that he had received no proper remonstrances.  Leigh Morning handed the Surveyor a remonstrance that she had received from Howard Lower’s attorney.  It was read even though it had not been turned in five days prior to the hearing which is required by statute.  The remonstrance can be found in the file in the Surveyor’s office but it basically stated that Mr. Lower objected because he did not have any drainage problems.  Julie Newhouse, attorney for the petitioners, objected to the remonstrance due to the fact that it had not been received in a timely manner.   Those petitioners who were present all stated their need for drainage and the fact that the proposed project would not only help improve their land but would also be an improvement for future generations.  Mr. Evans from INDOT stated that the state would probably want to bore under SR 44 instead of cutting the highway for this project.  The Surveyor suggested that if INDOT agreed to pay for the boring they could then be removed from the proposed assessments.  He continued by stating that the cost would be less for each landowner if INDOT paid for the boring.  A motion was then made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to approve the petition; and with the understanding that INDOT would pay for the boring the cost would approximately be between $190.00 and $200.00 per acre; and that INDOT would then be removed from the assessments.  Motion carried and the Final Order was signed.  The hearing was then closed.

JOHN BURD & FIELDEN HODGE DRAIN and RICHARD PHILLIPS TILE

The Surveyor told the Board that the Burd/Hodge drain was currently in debt and the assessments needed to be raised.  The Richard Phillips Tile will be in debt once maintenance work is done that is needed on this tile.  A motion was made by Barnes, with a 2nd by Masters, to have a hearing for the maintenance accounts for both of these drains on February 20, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.  Motion carried.

There being no further business to come before the Board a motion to adjourn was made by Masters, with a 2nd by Barnes.  Motion carried.
___________________________     __________________________     ___________________________

Marvin L Cole                                    T.H. Barnes                                     Ken Masters 
