REGULAR MEETING                         RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                JANUARY 9, 2008

THE RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2008 AT 8:00 A.M. WITH NORMAN WINKLER, CHAIRMAN, GERALD MOHR, WARREN NORRIS, KEVIN SPILMAN, JERRY KENT, BRUCE LEVI, LEIGH MORNING, ATTORNEY, AND DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR IN ATTENDANCE. COUNCILMAN JOHN PAVEY WAS ABSENT.
  AUDITOR DEBORAH ADAMS ASKED FOR NOMINATIONS FOR RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2008.  GERALD MOHR NOMINATED NORMAN WINKLER FOR COUNCIL CHAIRMAN.  BRUCE LEVI SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.


ADAMS ASKED FOR NOMINATIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCIL VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2008.  JERRY KENT NOMINATED GERALD MOHR FOR VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL.  KEVIN SPILMAN SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN NORMAN WINKLER CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER. MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 12TH, 2007 MEETING WERE APPROVED ON A MOTION BY WARREN NORRIS, SECONDED BY KEVIN SPILMAN.  MOTION CARRIED.

SURVEYOR


SURVEYOR, MARVIN REES REPORTED ON THE MUD CREEK PROJECT.  REES REPORTED THAT THE $300,000 LOAN WILL BE THROUGH WELLS FARGO BANK AT 4.61% INTEREST.
L.C.C.

L.C.C. DIRECTOR, JEAN KOPF PROVIDED AN UPDATE AS TO THE VARIOUS PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS THAT UTILIZE THE LCC DRUG FREE SCHOOLS (FUND #158).  KOPF ASKED FOR THE ANNUALLY BUDGETED $15,000 FOR THE VARIOUS PROGRAMS.  THIS WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY GERALD MOHR, SECONDED BY BRUCE LEVI.  MOTION CARRIED.

SOLID WASTE


SOLID WASTE DIRECTOR, CAROLE YEEND UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE NEW COUNTY WEB SITE.
COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER CHAIRMAN, TOM BARNES REPORTED ON THE RECENT MEETING HELD BETWEEN THE COMMISSIONERS AND NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR MERVYN BOSTIC.  BARNES REPORTED ON THE ANIMAL SHELTER/DOG WARDEN.  CURRENTLY THE COUNTY PAYS $15,000 TOWARDS THE ANIMAL SHELTER, ALONG WITH PROVIDING A PART TIME EMPLOYEE AND VEHICLE.  BARNES NOTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC IS RECEPTIVE OF COORDINATING EFFORTS TOWARDS SHARING THE POSITION.

COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE RUSH SHELBY ENERGY BUILDING IS FOR SALE.  BARNES NOTED THAT THE CURRENT CITY ADMINISTRATION IS NOT INTERESTED IN PURCHASING THE BUILDING.  DISCUSSION WAS ALSO HELD REGARDING THE FORMER SALVATION ARMY BUILDING.

COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE ON THE FIBER BOARD ALONG WITH NEW CITY ATTORNEY RON WILSON.  BARNES NOTED THAT THE CITY WILL NEED TO REPLACE THE COUNCIL SEAT ON THE FIBER BOARD.


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, WHICH HOUSES THE SHOVEL READY SITE, CARTER LUMBER AND THE FUTURE ETHENOL SITE, IS CURRENTLY UNDER WATER DUE TO THE RECENT HEAVY RAINS.  BARNES NOTED THAT A DRAINAGE PLAN HAS YET TO BE ADOPTED FOR THE AREA.  BARNES REPORTED THAT THE SURVEYOR, DRAINAGE BOARD AND E.C.D.C. WILL BE MEETING TO ADDRESS THE DRAINAGE ISSUES.


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE MAYOR WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE ON THE SOLID WASTE BOARD AND WILL SUPPORT THE HAZ MAT PROGRAM AND BUILDING.  THE CITY WILL HOST THE LOCATION AND PROVIDE THE SITE ATTENDENT.


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE NEW CITY OF RUSHVILLE POLICE CHIEF, RON CAMERON HAS EXPRESSED CONCERNS WITH THE CURRENT DISPATCH.  DISCUSSION WAS HELD SURROUNDING POSSIBLY GOING TO A CENTRAL DISPATCH IN THE FUTURE.  

COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED ON THE FUTURE 2-1-1 SERVICE SYSTEM.  BARNES REPORTED THAT THE STATE IS PUSHING THE 2-1-1 INFORMATION SERVICE SYSTEM.  BARNES SERVES ON THE DISTRICT BOARD WHICH INCLUDES FAYETTE, UNION, WAYNE AND RUSH COUNTY.  BARNES NOTED THAT THIS IS A NON-GOVERNMENT FUNDED PROGRAM.


COMMISISONER BARNES REPORTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE ON THE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD.  THE COMMISSIONERS WILL MAKE THIS APPOINTMENT DURING THEIR NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING.


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE CITY AND THE COUNTY WILL NEED TO WORK ON A COMBINED EFFORT REGARDING ZONING.  BARNES REPORTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC IS NOT SATISIFIED WITH THE RECENT ANNEXATION PROJECTS.  CONVERSATION WAS HELD REGARDING THE MONITORING OF SAFE AND UNSAFE BUILDINGS.


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT MAYOR BOSTIC IS SUPPORTIVE OF MOST OF THE PROJECTS AND WANTS TO WORK WITH THE COUNTY CONTINUING TO BUILD A SOLID RELATIONSHIP.

COURTHOUSE


COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE ELEVATOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETED AND WAS STATE CERTIFIED JANUARY 2, 2008.

COMMISSIONER BARNES REPORTED THAT THE COURTHOUSE BASEMENT HAS BECOME A DUMP SITE, FULL OF EMPTY BOXES, BROKEN EQUIPMENT, MOLDED BOOKS AND PAPER RECORDS, AND BASIC JUNK.  BARNES NOTED THAT GILLIAM JANITORIAL SERVICE HAS BEEN CONTRACTED TO CLEAN AND HAUL OFF THE TRASH.  

HIGHWAY


HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT, JERRY SITTON, ASKED THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE YEAR END 2007 TRANSFER OF $128,844.62 INTO THE CARTHAGE PIKE PROJECT (2-203-4-5).  THE TRANSFER WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY WARREN NORRIS, SECONDED BY GERALD MOHR.  MOTION CARRIED.


SITTON REPORTED AND UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING PHASE I, II, AND III OF THE CARTHGE PIKE PROJECT.


SITTON UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE TRUCK/EQUIPMENT LEASE PURCHASE.  SITTON REPORTED THAT CURRENTLY A SEVEN (7) YEAR 4% INTEREST IS BEING OFFERED ON THE TRUCKS AND EQUIPMENT.  THE PAYMENT WILL BE BETWEEN $104,000 AND $111,000.  SITTON NOTED THAT THE STATE BOARD OF ACCOUNTS HAS STATED THAT DEALERSHIPS ARE UNABLE TO SELL FOR LESS THAN THE STATE BID.  THE DEALERSHIP HAS OFFERED A $30,000 UNDER THE STATE BID.  SITTON REPORTED THAT HE WILL BID OUT TO TRUCKS/EQUIPMENT TO CHECK IF THE COST IS MORE THAN THE DEALERSHIP. SITTON FINISHED BY INDICATING THAT HE MAY ULTIMATELY ASK FOR A LEGAL OPINION FROM COUNTY ATTORNEY, LEIGH MORNING AND PURCHASE THE TRUCKS/EQUIPMENT FROM THE DEALERSHIP.


SITTON REPORTED THAT THE FORSYTHE COVERED BRIDGE IS $16,000 OVER THE ENGINEER ESTIMATE.  SITTON NOTED THAT THE INSURANCE COMPANY WILL PAY 90% OF THE ACCEPTABLE BID.


SITTON REPORTED THAT THE FIRST COVERED BRIDGE WINDOW REPLACEMENT AND PAINTING OF THE BRIDGE WAS 300% - 400% OVER THE ENGINEER ESTIMATE.  SITTON NOTED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS HAVE TAKEN THE MATTER UNDER ADVISEMENT.

COMMON CONSTRUCTION WAGE BOARD


ROY MOHR WAS APPOINTED TO THE COMMON CONSTRUCTION WAGE BOARD ON A MOTION BY WARREN NORRIS, SECONDED BY KEVIN SPILMAN.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ASSESSOR

JOANN HERBERT, ASSESSOR, UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED ASSESSOR WEB SITE.  HERBERT ENCOURAGED THE COUNCIL TO VISIT WWW.XSOFTIN.COM/RUSH/ FOR LOCAL PARCEL AND PROPERTY INFORMATION.


HERBERT REPORTED THAT THE SUBMITTED RATIO STUDY HAS RECEIVED APPROVAL FROM THE D.L.G.F. HERBERT REPORTED THAT ASSESSED VALUES SHOULD BE ROLLED TO THE AUDITORS OFFICE IN FEBRUARY. HERBERT NOTED THAT THE RUSH COUNTIES RATIO STUDY WAS THE FIRST TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE D.L.G.F. AND WAS SUBMITTED 3-19-07.


HERBERT UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE INTAT APPEALS FOR THE TAX YEARS 04 PAY 05, ($46,544) AND 05 PAY 06 ($78,428).  HERBERT REPORTED THAT INTAT AGREED TO A SETTLEMENT TO NOT INCLUDE INTEREST.  HERBERT ALSO REPORTED THAT THE AGREED-TO SETTLEMENT HAS A STIPULATION FOR INTAT TO WITHDRAW THEIR APPEAL TO THE STATE.  THE REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED IN FEBRUARY AND JULY OF THIS YEAR.


THE COUNCIL QUESTIONED HERBERT REGARDING TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS ASSESSING RESPONSIBILITIES.  HERBERT STATED THAT TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS SIGNED OVER THEIR DUTIES IN 2007.  HERBERT NOTED THAT TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS DO NOT ASSESS REAL ESTATE YET STILL ASSESS PERSONAL PROPERTY.

SHERIFF


JEFF SHERWOOD, SHERIFF, REPORTED AN INMATE COUNT OF TWENTY-EIGHT (28) INMATES BEING HOUSED IN THE RUSH COUNTY JAIL.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT ONE INMATE HAD MEDICAL ISSUES AND SPENT TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOURS IN THE RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE RAILING OUTSIDE OF THE FRONT OF THE JAIL BUILDING HAS BEEN REPLACED. 



SHERWOOD SHARED AND REVIEWED THE 2007 ANNUAL SHERIFF/JAIL REPORT WITH COUNCIL MEMBERS.


SHERWOOD SHARED AND REVIEWED THE 2007 ANNUAL COMMISSARY FUND REPORT WITH COUNCIL MEMBERS.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT FUEL BIDS SUBMITTED INCLUDED FIXED AND VARIABLE RATES.  SHERWOOD NOTED THAT THE COMMISSIONERS APPROVED THE FIXED RATE FOR THE YEAR 2008.


SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE MERIT BOARD HAS A SHERIFF DEPUTY VACANCY.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT ONLY TWO DEPUTIES (HIMSELF AND SLIGER) ARE ELIGIBLE TO FILL THE VACANCY.  SHERWOOD REPORTED THAT THE FUNDING WAGE INCREASE IS NOT BUDGETED FOR THE 2008 BUDGET YEAR.  AFTER FURTHER DISCUSSION IT WAS AGREED THAT THE WAGE INCREASE WOULD NOT BE EFFECTIVE UNTIL THE 2009 BUDGET CYCLE. 
E-9-1-1


SHERIFF SHERWOOD DISCUSSED THE E-9-1-1 FEES NOT REFLECTING ON MONTHLY PHONE BILLS.  DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR UPDATED THE COUNCIL REGARDING HER RESEARCH ON THE E-9-1-1 FEES NOT INDICATING ON ALL PHONE BILLS.  ADAMS NOTED THAT SHE WILL KEEP THE COUNCIL UPDATED ONCE SHE RECEIVES FURTHER INFORMATION FROM TREASURER OF STATE RICHARD MOURDOCK’S OFFICE.


THE AUDITOR ASKED THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 2007 TRANSFER OF $43,789.97 FROM MISC. EQUIPMENT (163-1000-4-1) INTO CHIEF DISPATCHER (163-1000-1-3); SGT. DISPATCHER (163-1000-1-4); CORP. DISPATCHER (163-1000-1-5); DISPATCHER (163-1000-1-6); EMPLOYER SOCIAL SECURITY (163-1000-1-8); PERF (163-1000-1-9); DISPATCHER (163-1000-1-10).  THE TRANSFER WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY GERALD MOHR, SECONDED BY KEVIN SPILMAN.  MOTION CARRIED.

BIO-TERRORISM

THE COUNCIL APPROVED A $10,600 TRANSFER FROM SUPPLIES (147-1000-2-1) INTO SERVICES (147-1000-3-1) ON A MOTION BY GERALD MOHR, SECONDED BY BRUCE LEVI.  MOTION CARRIED.


A $3,512 TRANSFER FROM EQUIPMENT (147-1000-4-1) INTO SERVICES (147-1000-3-1) WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY GERALD MOHR, SECONDED BY JERRY KENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

SOLID WASTE


TWO TRANSFERS MADE IN DECEMBER OF 2007 WERE APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL.


A $1,380 TRANSFER FROM COMPUTER (1-28-4-2) INTO SUPPLIES (1-28-2-1) WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY JERRY KENT, SECONDED BY WARREN NORRIS.   MOTION CARRIED.


A $500 TRANSFER FROM SIGNS (1-28-4-3) INTO EDUCATION MATERIALS (1-28-2-2) WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY WARREN NORRIS, SECONDED BY GERALD MOHR.  MOTION CARRIED.

COURTHOUSE


THE AUDITOR ASKED THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE A DECEMBER 2007 TRANSFER OF $1,990.50 FROM FUEL (1-13-3-3) INTO SUPPLIES MISC. (1-13-2-3)  THE TRANSFER WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY KEVIN SPILMAN, SECONDED BY JERRY KENT.  MOTION CARRIED.

AUDITOR


DEBORAH ADAMS, AUDITOR, REPORTED THAT A TORT CLAIM HAS BEEN FILED BY KENT A. CARFIELD.


ADAMS REPORTED THAT A TWO ERRORS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED AND CORRECTED IN THE 2008 SALARY ORDINANCE APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL DURING THEIR DECEMBER 2007 MEETING.  ADAMS NOTED THE CORRECTIONS AND ASKED THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE AMENDED 2008 SALARY ORDINANCE 2007-4.  THE ORDINANCE WAS APPROVED ON A MOTION BY KEVIN SPILMAN, SECONDED BY BRUCE LEVI.  MOTION CARRIED.




Enter amended salary ordinance


ADAMS UPDATED THE COUNCIL CONCERNING THE CALCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOMESTEAD REBATE CHECKS.


ADAMS REPORTED THAT APPROXIMATELY $8.9 MILLION WAS COLLECTED AND DISTRIBUTED TO THE TAXING UNITS BY DECEMBER 21, 2007.


ADAMS REPORTED THAT THE PETITION AND REMONSTRANCE VERIFICATION PROCESS WAS CERTIFIED DECEMBER 29TH TO DR. WILLIAMS, SUPERINTENDENT OF RUSH COUNTY SCHOOLS.
MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS INITIATED BY GERALD MOHR. BRUCE LEVI SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED.

___________________________   ____________________________   ____________________________

NORMAN WINKLER, CHR          JOHN PAVEY                                   GERALD MOHR

___________________________   ____________________________   ____________________________

WARREN NORRIS                        BRUCE LEVI                                    KEVIN SPILMAN
___________________________   

JERRY KENT

