REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    FEBRUARY 17, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Tuesday, February 17th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the February 2nd, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

CLERK


Debbie Richardson, Clerk, addressed the commissioners as to the purpose of several boxes of court records sitting in the commissioner’s room.  Richardson reported that her office is in the process of purging old court files.  Richardson reported that she had contacted the State Court Administration regarding purging many of the fifty (50) year plus files.  Richardson reported that docket sheets are still maintained within the Clerks office.  The records will be forwarded to Shares in Shelbyville for shredding.  
Discussion continued with Auditor Deborah Adams and Treasurer Mary Ann Beard outlining a few of the guidelines surrounding the retention and the destroying of records.  The auditor will provide the commissioners with the Record Retention Guidelines published and issued by the Indiana Public Records Commission.
Commissioner Tom Barnes asked that as a courtisity the local committee should receive a memo as to the destruction of the records.

HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Coordinator, reported that the Hazard Medigation grant for the assessment of the county will be payable at 100%.  A team of twelve (12) will need to be in place and at least four (4) meetings will be held.


Ooley received approval to purchase magnets outlining the various Rush County Emergency Travel Levels.  Ken Masters made the motion to purchase the magnets.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The magnets will be distributed by the local schools and the media.


Ooley informed the commissioners that Blue River Telecommunications is installing an additional phone line in his office.  Ooley will pay for the installation from his budget.


Rob Puckett, Volunteer Assistant, reported on Phase II of the Lily Grant.  Puckett reported that Phase II has been extended until April 15 for the grant application.  Puckett noted that he is still waiting on the Phase I monies.

TREASURER

 
Mary Ann Beard, Treasurer, approached the commissioners regarding the printing of property tax bills.  Beard reported in past years the bills were printed in-house.  Beard continued to report that Boyce Forms/Systems have proposed to contract the service of printing, folding and mailing the tax bills at a huge savings to the county.


Ken Masters made the motion to approve the Boyce Forms/Systems contract upon review of the contract by County Attorney Leigh Morning.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN

Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, shared his concerns of what he considered to be excessive weight in the attic.  Todd who is the City Building Inspector shared his thoughts regarding some of the damaged and wet paper records stored in the attic.  The records received water damage from the recent winter storm.  Todd encouraged the commissioners to have a structural engineer examine the attic.

CARTHAGE FIRE DEPT


Crystal Trueblood of the Carthage Fire Department appeared before the commissioners to sign the 2009 EMS contract.  The commissioners reviewed their expectations such as submitting monthly run reports, budget increases are to be submitted by May.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign the 2009 EMS contract.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
AIR EVAC


Brad Smith CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital introduced Jason Forms, Base Manager of Air EVac.  Forms was present to answer any questions and or concerns of the commissioners, the public and the media.

Forms informed the commissioners that Air EVac intends to stay in Rush County and that nothing had changed their commitment to Rush County.  Forms reported that April 30th was a preliminary re-evaluation date and as of today there had been no change of plans to leave Rush County.

RUSH MEMORIAL AMBULANCE


Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital, reported returning approximately $200,000 in funding for the year ending 2008.
E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. Director, reported:

· Two (2) new prospects that the county qualifies for 2009.

· Water and Sewer hook-up on the Forgey 80 acres along with INDOT improvements and the need to set thresh holds

· Post Card campaign reviewed

· Constant Contact software reviewed allowing a great data base network

· Stimulus Plans 

EASTERN INDIANA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT


Brian Bergen, Eastern Indiana Regional Development District, reported on the FEMA reimbursement for disaster recovery was mostly 90%.  Bergen reported that the final 10% is coming through ORCA.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-three (33) inmates with nine (9) inmates sentenced and twenty-four (24) on the inmates pre-sentenced.

Sherwood reported that he has met with Veterans Service Officer Steve Land regarding storage of the veteran’s service van.


Sherwood finished with asking for a copy of the state record retention list so that he can purge old sheriff department records.  The auditor will provide Sherwood with the list.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, provided the commissioners with the January monthly report.


Sitton reported that the highway income was down over 5 ½% for 2008.  Sitton discussed the Federal Stimulus Package being under state control.  Sitton reported that work will be done on federal projects in the county.  These projects will require bidding out in order to put others to work.


Sitton finished with reporting the receiving of at least $2.9 million in Major Move’s monies.  Sitton noted that he has received zero money in the past two years.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of payroll claims for the period ending February 20th on a motion by Ken Masters, Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried 


Claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that the county council has appointed Gerald Mohr to serve on the Employee Personnel Policy Committee.  Adams will contact Kent Irwin to begin committee meetings.

The commissioners approved two (2) General Amendments to the employee health benefit plan.  The first concerns additions to the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) and the second concerns expanded coverage under a state’s Medicaid or children’s health insurance program (CHIP).  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve the two (2) amendments. Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Ken Masters made the motion to have Auditor Deborah Adams, who also serves as secretary to the commissioners, forward commissioner legislative material to their attention.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
MOSCOW COVERED BRIDGE


The commissioners signed a letter issued to Schroeder Insurance concerning “volunteers” not being used during the restoration/reconstruction of the Moscow Covered Bridge.  The volunteers will not be used to assemble the bridge and place it across the Flatrock River.  


Highway Superintendent Jerry Sitton questioned county attorney Leigh Morning if the letter would prevent the usage of Department of Corrections (D.O.C.) being used as volunteer workers.  Morning informed Sitton that “No” the D.O.C. volunteer workers could still be used.

The letter addresses volunteers off the street not being used to assemble the bridge.  These “volunteers” will paint the bridge off site.

Ken Masters made the motion to approve the letter, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

TRAVEL ORDINANCE DURING AN EMERGENCY


The Commissioners approved amended ordinance 2005-1 on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.
MISC.

· Received the Treasurers report for January 2009

· Ken Masters made the motion to invite Boyce Forms/Systems to provide a demonstration of the K-Time automated time and attendance system to county office holders and department heads.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
· Commissioner Tom Barnes reported that the Fiber Board will meet Wednesday, February 18th to sign the Omnicity contract
· Employee, Kristi Marshall received permission to use the law library located on the courthouse 3rd floor for a baby shower


Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
