REGULAR MEETING                
RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                        FEBRUARY 11, 2009

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, November 11, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Kevin Spilman, Bruce Levi, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance. Councilman Jerry Kent was absent.

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the January14th, 2009 meeting were approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried.

RUSH MEMORIAL AMBULANCE


Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital appeared before the council presenting reports for 2008:

· 2008 Volume Report – up 10% to 12%

· 2008 Year End Financial Statement – under $600,000 funding needed for 2008.  Smith asked that the county defer the ($199,601) off the second payment for 2009.  Smith noted that no purchases were being sought.
· 2008 Ambulance Cash Disbursement Report – Smith explained Critical Access Cost Reimbursement for small county hospitals

· 2008 Ambulance Payor Mix – Smith explained that he is working hard on legislation for Medicare reimbursement

· 2008 third party letter

· 2009 Budget – the proposed estimated budget is $641,919

Smith reported that as of July 1, 2008 Medicare has increased by 3% and by January 1, 2009 

the increase will be 5%.  

RUSH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL


Sandy Gwinnup, Council appointment to the hospital board, thanked and shared her appreciation and support of her council appointment to the Rush Memorial Hospital board.
Gwinnup reported:
· RMH had a profit of $336,000 for 2008 and a $400,000 loss in investments. 

· RMH currently employees 250

· 2009 budget was approved with no cuts.

· Walk-In care began Feb 9, 2009 with no appointment needed, thus eliminating public trying to doctor thru the ER, and will cut out confusion and allow the patient to hopefully attach to a doctor.

· The community is now being given a choice.  RMH will survive by the community utilizing their services.

AIR E-VAC


Brad Smith reported that Air E-Vac had recently increased their volume and are working to hook up with Shelbyville and Saint Francis.  Rush County will continue to remain their base.
AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, informed the council that they need to address the roof leak and the damage done to records stored in the attic.  Todd advised the council to bring a constructional engineer to review the potential unsafe situation.


Deborah Adams advised the council that the recent leak has been brought to the commissioner’s attention and that they have already made arrangements to resolve and repair the situation.  Adams also reminded the council of their encouraging office holders to scan or microfilm documents.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported:

· Thirty-eight (38) inmates currently housed in the Rush County Jail.  

· 4-wheel drive vehicles have been a great assistance regarding response during the recent snow and ice. Mileage has been 16-17 mph which is the same as the cars

· One (1) 4-wheel drive vehicle received approximately $3,400 damage due to a slide off during the snow and ice

· Comp time needs to be addressed with the county

· Invited any council members to the March 4the Merit Board meeting with Morgan Stanley preventatives.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 pm in the Assembly room.  Discussion will be held concerning updating the sheriff deputy pension.

· Elaine Beatty notified his office of a delay in the 2010 contribution calculation.  This calculation is usually provided in March.  Many counties have experienced huge losses

· LCC will hold a March meeting to discuss the funding a large portion of their funds for a canine unit.
· Provided the annual Commissary Report for 2008 

Brad Smith of Rush Memorial Hospital thanked Sheriff Sherwood for the department’s endeavors.  Smith noted that monthly meetings have been held and the Rush County Sheriff department has been very supportive.

CODE RED


Discussion was held regarding possible funding in 2009.  The council will wait on information from Rob Puckett regarding a possible five (5) year funding opportunity.

SOLID WASTE


Warren Norris reported of the e-scrap day scheduled for Saturday, February 21st
FIBER


Bruce Levi reported that the Fiber Board is currently waiting on a contract for Omnicity

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


John Pavey reported that the January meeting had been cancelled.  Pavey noted that lots was going on in the North Industrial Park

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, had nothing to report

MISC.

· Gerald Mohr was appointed to be the council representative on the Personnel Policy Committee on a motion by Bruce Levi, seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried

· Norman Winkler recommended that the county consider four (4) ten (10) hour days for the courthouse.  It was noted that this could present a problem for the courts.

Motion to adjourn was initiated by John Pavey.  Gerald Mohr seconded the motion, motion carried.
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