REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    FEBRUARY 2, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, February 2nd, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the January 20th, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that he had filed his Annual Report as per State Statue on January 30th.


Todd reported that the updated Zoning Ordinance was being submitted to the printer.  The fee schedule is $20 for the zoning ordinance.  Todd informed the commissioners that the public does not wish to purchase the complete ordinance.  Todd asked for authority to offer the ordinance on the county website at no charge.  Ken Masters made the motion to offer the zoning ordinance on the county website at no charge.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  County Attorney Leigh Morning noted that the current fee ordinance will need altered.

BOARD OF FINANCE


Mary Ann Beard, Treasurer and Secretary to the Board of Finance, supplied minutes from the January 20th meeting for their approval.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the minutes.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
HOMELAND SECURITY


Mike Ooley, Homeland Security Coordinator, discussed the various emergency levels established for the county. Ooley explained that the local levels are the opposite from the state levels.  Ooley noted that the state levels are inline with NIMS.  Marvin Cole made the motion to amend the current ordinance to coincide with the state.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Ooley reported that the state is currently presenting classes on the EOC website.  The emergency information available is password protected
I-T


Randy Herbert, I-T Director, reported that he will be attending a 211 meeting on Thursday, February 5th.


Herbert reported that he had met with E-911 director and discussed economic growth and the possibility of utilizing unused fiber.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-eight (38) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Eight (8) inmates are sentenced and thirty (30) are pre-sentenced.

Sherwood reported that payroll claims have been high due to the holidays and residential burglaries.  Sherwood noted that his department has worked with the state which has increased the total man hours worked.


Sherwood reported that the 4-wheel drive vehicles worked well during the recent snow emergencies.  Sherwood did note that one vehicle sustained damage during the snow emergency.


Sherwood reported that the back detached garage has been cleaned allowing room for the Veterans Affairs Van. 


Sherwood reported that he will be attending the Sheriffs Association conference in Madison, Friday, February 2nd through February 6th.


Sherwood questioned County Attorney Leigh Morning regarding the status of the Livestock Ordinance.

HIGHWAYS


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that overtime will have taken a huge increase due to the snow emergency.  Sitton updated the commissioners regarding damages to equipment and plows.


Sitton reported that the department had received many phone calls regarding mailbox damages.  Sitton reported that the recent snow was heavy.  Sitton outlined the damages made by snow clearing the snowplow and damages made by the plow hitting the mailbox.  Sitton reported that according to the insurance adjuster the county is not responsible if the snow comes off the plow.  The county is only responsible if the plow actually hits and removes the mailbox post and box.  Sitton noted that approximately 100 to 200 boxes had been hit throughout the county, but 90% was due to snow hitting the box.  Commissioner Ken Masters reported of phone calls made by citizens John Doggett and Bob Gotwalls.

MOSCOW COVERED BRIDGE


Jerry Sitton updated the commissioners on the status of the Moscow Covered Bridge.  Sitton shared concerns that contractor Dan Cullum has regarding insuring volunteer workers.  Sitton reported that the Insurance Company is requesting letters from the Commissioners stating that no volunteers will be used. 


State DOC workers will be covered under state statue.  Other volunteers (citizens off the street) are not covered.  Sitton reported that these volunteers will be used to paint the bridge siding on dry land.


Sitton discussed other contract issues, finishing with how the savings on material donations would reduce the contract overall costs.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the payroll claims for the period ending February 6th.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the claims.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Twice monthly claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  Jerry Sitton shared his concerns regarding the submission of twice monthly claims and utility claims.

Adams reported that Doug Kinder had paid the second half of the county farm rent ($18,700)
MISC.

· Commissioners reviewed the January run report for Raleigh Fire Department

· Commissioners received and reviewed the December Treasurer’s Report
· Commissioners received and reviewed the Application Standards and Eligibility for Township Assistance submitted by Rushville Twp Trustee, Mike Justice

· Approved and signed the Sub recipient Semi-Annual Report for Manilla Community Fire Department on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion Carried.

· Approved and signed the Sub recipient Semi-Annual Report for Western Rush County Regional Water and Sewer District on a motion by Ken Masters.  Seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion Carried.


Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
