REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    JANUARY 5,  2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in first meeting of the New Year, Monday, January 5th, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the December 22nd, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, had nothing to report


Lisa Carpenter of Caldwell Gravel Services appeared before the commissioners to discuss the recently discovered a remaining dumpster utilized during the clean up of the Moscow tornado and flood disaster.  Carpenter reported that the dumpster was full of debris and weighed 21.93 tons.  The county was originally invoiced at $810.44.  CGS has reduced the invoice to $500.00.  The commissioners will forward the invoice to Mike Ooley for payment from the EMA/Homeland Security budget.


Carpenter introduced Roger Laird who will be joining her on the sales team for Caldwell Graves Services.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, submitted the December monthly report for the commissioners to review.


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to sign the Covered Bridge Certification form.  The certification will allow the county to receive a stipend from the state for each standing covered bridge.  Marvin Cole made the motion to certify four (4) covered bridges located in Rush County.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-three (33) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County Jail.  Four (4) inmates are sentenced and twenty-nine (29) inmates are pre-sentenced.


Sherwood reported that the kitchen door located on the east side of the jail needs replaced.  Sherwood reported that the door is the original door and frame, is no longer secure.  Sherwood will research replacement and report back to the commissioners as to the cost.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the first payroll claims for the period ending January 9th.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the payroll claims.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams reminded the commissioners that monthly claims will now be paid twice a month.  This change will assist Utility companies and other vendors.  Commissioner Tom Barnes made note of the high fuel bill for the courthouse.  The bill from Vectren in the amount of $5,096.15 created a discussion.  The commissioners discussed changing the timers controlling the on/off periods of heating the courthouse.  The auditor will contact QPH.  Ken Masters made the motion to pay the submitted claims.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Adams reported that Treasurer Mary Ann Beard has certified parcel #70-09-15-402-007.000-014 owned by Robb P. and Virginia L. Biddinger in Manilla has been offered at two or more consecutive tax sales and have received no bid.  Adams explained that the commissioners can elect to take possession of the certified tax sale property.  County Attorney Leigh Morning advised the commissioners to pass on the property and to contact the adjacent land owners and question their possible interest.  Ken Masters made the motion to act upon the recommendations of the county attorney and to have the auditor to contact the adjacent property owners by letter.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

EMS


The commissioners reviewed EMS run reports submitted by Raleigh Fire Department for the month of December and Carthage Fire Dept for the months of November and December.

County Attorney Leigh Morning questioned the commissioners regarding their decision of signing ambulance contracts with Carthage Fire Department and Milroy Ambulance.  Sheriff Jeff Sherwood reported that the response time has improved with Carthage.  Sherwood encouraged the commissioners to have a meeting with both departments.

COURTHOUSE


Commissioner Tom Barnes reported that he has discussed the clock tower roof replacement with two contractors.  Barnes reported that each contractor is unable to review the roof until better weather.  Barnes noted that the roofing plywood seems to be holding the weather and no damage has been noticed within the building clock tower.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
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