REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    DECEMBER 8,  2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, December 8th, 2008 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the December 1st, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

ASSESSOR


JoAnn Herbert, Assessor, introduced Brian Booker of X-Soft to discuss assessor property records software.  Herbert reported that X-Soft is the only state certified assessor software currently within Indiana.  Herbert reported that the state now requires counties to utilize only state certified software systems.  Booker explained the proposed software and how it allows the working ahead and working behind of which the current Manatron Pro-Val software does not allow.  X-Soft will automatically update the X-soft Assessor’s website.  Herbert explained that the state now requires newly purchased software to be placed for public bid.  Herbert explained that the current personal property assessment is farmed out, but would be encompassed within the X-Soft software thus providing a savings to the county. The approximate cost of the software package is $90,000 plus an annual maintenance cost of $15,000.

Ken Masters made the motion to take the matter under advisement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

CONCERNED CITIZEN


Chris Ripberger, concerned citizen, approached the commissioners with his concerns regarding the “S” curve south of Glenwood on the Rush/Fayette county line.  Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, informed Ripberger that engineers are currently working on a proposal to address the alignment changes.  Sitton explained that the state performed a traffic study two years ago and the average speed is 53mph in the posted 20 mph.  The cost to change the alignment would be approximately $2 million if utilities are involved.  If done locally and no utilities the cost would be approximately $100,000 
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty (30) inmates currently being housed in the Rush County jail.  Eight (8) inmates are sentenced and thirty-two (32) are pre-sentenced inmates.

Sherwood shared his concerns of individuals hunting on the county owned farm property.  Sherwood reported that one of his deputies along with a conservation officer had discovered individuals hunting on the property.  Sherwood reported that targets at the sheriff department shooting range have been destroyed by deer slugs.  The issue of “NO HUNTING” was addressed a year ago with Mr. Kinder renter of the property.  Commissioner Barnes will once again discuss the matter with Mr. Kinder.  The media was asked to assist with alerting the public of the “No Hunting” on the county owned farm.

E-911


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported on the E-911 wireless meeting attended by himself and I-T technician Randy Herbert.  It was reported that the cell towers located on the north end of the county will need to be tweaked to cover more o f the Rush County area.  


Sherwood reported that the 300’ cellular tower located on 550 West and 950 norths will need a BZA agreement written to allow emergency access.  Sherwood reported that Bill Todd Area Plan Director has been informed and is involved in the discussion. 

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, had nothing to report.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported that the two bids opened during the December 1st meeting and taken under advisement regarding plastic pipe.  Sitton reported that the state has yet to release the list the certified suppliers.  After further discussion the commissioners decided to continue to take the matter under advisement until the December 22nd meeting.


Sitton reported that a bid from Southern Indiana Supply, Inc. arrived late after the 9:30 bid deadline.  Sitton sent a letter to the company notifying them of the late arrival.

EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Coordinator, asked the commissioners to approve and sign the $1,860 CERT Training Sub-Grant Agreement.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the agreement, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion made.

Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that she had met with Sidwell regarding the GIS grant.  Adams reported that the state will not actually connect to the county GIS computer software but would connect to the main Sidwell server, thus no compromise to the county data or software.


Charlie Smith, Posey Twp Fire Chief, appeared before the commissioners to address the previously denied $529.16 claim for the replacement of equipment.  Smith cited Section 12 of the EMA Ordinance regarding the replacement of equipment lost during a department providing assistance to areas outside their area.  Smith reported that the equipment was utilized on a patient that was transferred to Methodist Hospital and not returned to the fire department.  After further discussion Marvin Cole made the motion to give a favorable recommendation to the County Council for the payment of the submitted claim.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
SOLID WASTE


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, updated the commissioners of the various changes necessary to be compliant with the State Board of Accounts.

Ken Masters made the motion to approve Resolution 2008- 7 authorizing Solid Waste employee to participate in the County Public Employees Retirement Fund.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.




Place Resolution here


Ken Masters made the motion to approve the transition plan for two grants currently in place with the county.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.




Place transition plan here


Ken Masters made the motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the County and the Solid Waste District.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.





Place the interlocal agreement here

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received concerns from the commissioners regarding the submitted payroll claims to receive their approval for the period ending December 12, 2008.  The commissioners shared their concerns of the $1,443.20 overtime submitted for one (1) year from a deputy of the clerk’s office.  Clerk Linda Sheehan was out of the office and was unable to answer their questions.  Commissioner Tom Barnes produced a memo dated back to 2001 that informed county employees of work taken home would not be compensated.  Ken Masters made the motion to disallow the overtime on employee #1016, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
FAMILY & CHILDREN


The commissioners approved the $10,000 payment to Barnes & Thornburg for the fees and expenses associated to the issuance of bonds for the Family & Children debt.
MISC.

· Approved the placement of a live Christmas tree on the first floor of the courthouse by Clearview Christmas Tree Farm on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

· Reviewed the November EMS run report submitted by Raleigh Fire Dept.  No comment was given of the letter dated November 13th regarding 800 MHz radio equipment. 
· Approved the Extension Contractual Services Agreement with Purdue University on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.   Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
