REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    NOVEMBER  24 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, November 24th, 2008 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the November 10th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

PAYROLL


Deborah Adams, Auditor, Asked the Commissioners to approve employee payroll claims submitted for the period ending November 28th.  Payroll claims were approved on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

R.C.H.S. MADRIGAL SINGERS


Paul Grizzard, R.C.H.S. Choir Director, asked for the authorization to utilize the courthouse first and third floors during the annual Madrigal production on December 2nd through the 7th.  Ken Masters made the motion to once again allow the usage of the courthouse for the Madrigal production.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Grizzard reported that set up for the productions will begin at 4:00pm and the performances will be finished by 8:30 pm.  Grizzard was asked to make sure that the I-T room is locked and not entered.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE


Pam Leisure, Chamber Director, provided a chamber quarterly report.  Leisure reported that the chamber is in the process of transiting various responsibilities and projects (Ag Program, Wind Project) over to E.C.D.C.  Leisure reported that the chamber will instead focus on taking care of existing committees.


Leisure went on record to state that the local Rush County Chamber is in no way affiliated with the Indiana Chamber of Commerce.  Rush County dropped their affiliation with the state and does not support or endorse the Indiana Chamber of Commerce agenda of streamlining county government.  Leisure stated it is her belief that one size does not fit all regarding the structuring of local county government.


Commissioner Tom Barnes questioned Leisure as to the status of the Lily Grant.   Leisure reported that the Lily Grant is in the middle of “Round I” and Rush County is currently on hold.  Leisure reported that several concerns are currently being addressed such as ownership of the Moscow School, and definition of the Bridge Restoration Fund.  These items of question will be sorted and addressed during Round II of the Grant.  Leisure will notify the commissioners when Round II begins.

EMA


Rob Puckett, Assistant EMA Coordinator, speaking in the absence of Coordinator Mike Ooley, reported on the CDBG (Block Grant) phone conference held Friday, November 21st.  

Puckett reported on GETS (Government Emergency Telecommunication System) which will focus on key responders.  The GETS card will allow key responders to dial in and giving priority to tracking and responding.


Puckett reported that he met with FEMA officials doing a damage assessment of the clock tower roof.  The auditor is in the process of gathering necessary information for FEMA.  Commissioner Tom Barnes reported that he has contacted three (3) contractors regarding receiving an estimate for repairs to the clock tower roof.  Puckett reported that FEMA questioned as to if any work has been done on the tower to secure any of the tiles.  The commissioners confirmed that no work has been attempted or completed to secure any of the loose tiles.  Puckett reported that FEMA has agreed that this would qualify the county for a “B” Emergency Protective Measures.

Puckett spoke of the LETPP/GIS Grant.  Puckett reported that the state wants a link to all systems and are currently working towards “Real Time”.  Deborah Adams, Auditor mentioned that she had several concerns.


Puckett reported that Lake Innovative donated four (4) stadium lights to be utilized by Homeland Security.


Puckett reported that RushShelby Energy has made a 1999 Ford F-350 flatbed one ton truck available to Homeland Security for the price of a $1.00 Puckett noted that Ooley will work the vehicle expenses within his budget.


Puckett reported that Mike Ooley is requesting Blackberry services through Verizon.  Puckett reported that often e-mails are missed.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that Verizon had contacted her earlier the previous week and she instructed Ooley to first receive authorization prior to being activated on Verizon.  County Attorney Leigh Morning indicated when questioned that the county policy would need updated to include county employees usage of a Blackberry.  Adams asked that the additional cost be taken from the individual’s department budget and the commissioners agreed.  Marvin Cole made the motion to allow the addition of the Blackberry services for Ooley with the expense to be paid from the EMA budget.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Puckett reported that there are grant opportunities available to purchase CodeRed.  Sheriff Jeff Sherwood made note that the County Council has not turned down funding of CodeRed especially if grant funding opportunities are available.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that the Area Plan Commission had met Tuesday evening, November 18th to consider the revisions to the APC ordinance.  The minor changes included Wind energy, and flood plains.  Todd reported that the APC gave a favorable recommendation for a public hearing to be held to adopt the revised ordinance.  Ken Masters made the motion for the Public Hearing be held during the regular scheduled commissioner meeting of December 22nd at 9:30am, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Todd will provide the auditor with the legal notice for advertising purposes.


Todd asked for assistance with what he considered an administrative and possible legislative problem regarding the auditor accepting any and all deeds.  Todd explained the potential and current problems of the APC sixty (60) day process for Deed of Dedication.  Auditor Deborah Adams explained that Indiana Code does not allow the refusal of a deed unless certain criteria is not met such as name, correct acreage or legal description is not met.  Adams explained the current situation that brought the issue to head.  County Attorney Leigh Morning agreed that the auditor cannot refuse a deed and must follow state statue.  Todd noted that the APC laws are in direct conflict with state code.  The commissioners asked Morning and the APC attorney Gilda Caviness to get together and work on a possible solution.

Todd finished by reporting new abatement possibilities for property owners to receive on new housing.  Todd reported that ECDC is currently working on new legislation.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, asked the commissioners to approve and sign the cover sheets for the Bridge 12 and Carthage Pike Project located on 550 W to 3 Mile Road.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign the cover sheets.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Sitton reported that Phase III of the Carthage Pike has been “Hell” regarding redesigning the “S” curve to stay out of the wetlands.  Sitton reported that every option has been explored to maintain the 45 mph.  Sitton explained that thirty feet (30’) still needs removed in front of the historic Gates house, thus placing the road twenty feet (20’) from the house.  This will indeed upset the home owner Sitton indicated.

Sitton reported that the county can move the road or prepare the road as it was first originally planned at thirty (30) mph.  Sitton explained that the original design would stay out of the cemetery, not get closer to the Gates house,  and would only require a little fill dirt on the West side.  Sitton report that this would be a 30 mph curve on a 45 mph road, and would be a tremendous cost savings to the county.  

The commissioners and Sheriff Jeff Sherwood discussed the reports of foul weather slide offs with the road being a 45 mph curve.  Ken Masters made the motion of reverting the “S” curve back to the original plan under advisement.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The media who was present agreed to assist with press releases to the public as to the county doing an improvement of the existing curve.

 Wanda Henderson, Carthage Town Councilwoman, was in the audience on other business and was asked as to her thoughts.  Henderson invited Jerry Sitton to attend the upcoming Carthage Town Council meeting scheduled for December 3rd at 5:30pm and to discuss the proposal of the “S” curve.
SOLID WASTE


Carole Yeend, Solid Waste Director, reported that individual recycling bins have been placed in each office.  Yeend reported on Shares involvement and noted that she is currently going to each school for classroom education.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-seven (27) inmates currently being housed in the jail.  Nine (9) inmates are sentenced and thirteen (13) pre-sentenced inmates.

Sherwood commended Public Defender Byron Barrett and his work on behalf of the county and the inmates housed in the county jail.


Sherwood reported that all the newly purchased deputy vehicles were on the road by Friday December 21st.


Sherwood reported that the inmates have completed with the sorting of the recovered Moscow Bridge timber and are now available for the painting project of the I-T room.


Sherwood reported of another fatality on county roads within the county due to the usage of cell phones.
SENIOR CENTER


Wanda Henderson, Senior Center Director, asked the commissioners for their approval and signing of the INDOT Local Operating Grant.  Ken Masters made the motion to approval and sign the grant, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve and sign the “Disaster Recovery Agreement” with Komputrol Software Systems.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and sign the agreement.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

COURTHOUSE


Tom Barnes, Commissioner, reported that complaints have been received over the years especially during the elections regarding the deteriorating and potential hazardous condition of the south side courthouse steps.  Bowles Construction provided an estimate of $13,524.22 to replace the concrete on the south entrance to the courthouse and $2,000 for replacement of the handrails.  Ken Masters made the motion to accept the estimate and to have the replacement completed ASAP. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
JAIL


Commissioner Barnes reported as a follow up to the 2008 Jail inspection.   Bowles Construction submitted an estimate of $11,998 for the wheelchair ramp replacement and $2,000 for the handrail replacement.  Ken Masters made the motion to accept the estimate and to have the replacement completed ASAP.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
FAMILY AND CHILDREN


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, provided Resolution 2008-6 (An Order of the Board of Commissioners of Rush County, Indiana With Respect to the Borrowing of Funds for the Family and Children’s Fund) for the commissioners to approve and sign.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the resolution.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.




ENTER RESOLUTION HERE


Morning reported that there was a mix up regarding the closing documents.  Morning explained that they would be sent to the Auditor for the necessary signatures.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the Auditor contacting all necessary parties for their signatures.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Morning finished my reporting that the closing will be Monday, December 1st with City Securities.

BASE ROAD – GLENWOOD


Concerns were raised regarding accidents on Base Road out of Glenwood.  Jerry Sitton, Hwy Superintendent, reported that engineers gave a prelimary estimate of $3 to $4 million to address the area in concern.  Sitton explained that if the county does anything to the road the county must also take care of the Fayette County side.


Sitton recommended that the four-way stop sign be returned and placed just prior to the 90 degree turn.  Sitton reported that the curve is a 30mph curve, yet the public runs it at 50mph.

MISC.

· Reviewed Milroy EMS run reports submitted for August, September and October
· Commissioner Barnes reported that 211 Service will be active at  9:30 Tuesday, December 2nd

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
