REGULAR MEETING                
RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                        NOVEMBER 12, 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Bruce Levi, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance. 

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the October 1, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by John Pavey, seconded by Bruce Levi.  Motion carried. Minutes of the October 31, 2008 Special Meeting were approved on a motion by Jerry Kent, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried.
RUSHVILLE TWP ASSESSOR

Deborah Adams, on behalf of Mary Ann Bridges, former Rushville Twp. Assessor, requested an additional appropriation in the amount of $4,000.00 into 1-11-1-1 salary.  The $1,000 is allowed yearly for receiving and maintaining a level II assessing certification with the DLGF.  The certification allotment Bridges requested is for the years 2004 to 2008.  Motion made by Gerald Mohr and seconded by Bruce Levi to allow the request.  Motion carried.


The 2009 Salary Ordinance allows for the Rushville Twp Assessor to be paid $1001.00.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, requested that salary be paid bi-annually instead of bi-weekly.  After discussion, it was decided to pay the $1001.00 at one time at the beginning of the year.

FAMILY AND CHILDREN


Deborah Adams requested an additional appropriation on behalf of the Dept. of Family and Children budget.  This will allow for expenses through the end of 2008.  Motion was made to approve by Jerry Kent and seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried.


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, informed the council the loan for the Dept of Family and Children should close around December 1, 2008.  City Securities in Indianapolis was awarded the bond bid.  The interest rate for the first two years (2009, 2010) is 4% and for the last two years(2011, 2012) is 5%.

AREA PLAN COMMISSION


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, requested a transfer of funds from 1-23-3-11 ordinance printing to 1-23-1-3 part time in the amount of $800.00.  Motion was made to approve by John Pavey and seconded by Gerald Mohr.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS FOR 2009


The council was reminded they will need to make their 2009 appointments at their December meeting.  Bill Alsman is the current appointment to the Alcoholic Beverage Board and is not interested in serving next year.  The council instructed the auditor to advertise for the appointment.  Chairman Winkler will contact the other appointees to confirm their desire to be reappointed in 2009.

RUSH MEMORIAL AMBULANCE


Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital, presented the council with an up to date volume report for the ambulance service and the most recent financial statement for the ambulance service.  Smith noted that RM Ambulance is currently running under budget and things are going well.  All vehicles are in working condition.  The funded depreciation is on schedule.


The only suggestion Smith had for the council is for the county to possibly work with the city to combine motor vehicle and liability insurance.  This would help resolve the issue of whether city employees, township volunteers and county employees can assist with each other’s vehicles.  Currently, by having different insurance carriers, issues do arise as to who can work out of an ambulance and who can drive it.


The council had two issues that have been brought to their attention regarding the ambulance.  The billing of ambulance services are being handled the same as all other hospital accounts.  Several attempts are made to work with patients before the claim is turned over to a collection agency.  The other concern is that two ambulances and a chase vehicle being sent to all emergencies.  Mr. Smith stated that due to the insurance liability issues, they are sending one ambulance and the chase vehicle to each emergency.  This allows an extra pair of hands if needed.  He is not aware of sending two ambulances unless it is requested.
MERIT BOARD


Bruce Davis, spokesman for the Merit Board, was present to see if the council had any questions or concerns for them regarding the sheriff retirement fund.  It has been over a year since the Merit Board has reported to the council.  Funding for next year should be covered.  The council did not have any concerns or questions.


Sheriff Jeff Sherwood informed the commissioners that Stanley Morgan has been in close contact with him since right before the economic bailout plan passed by the federal government.  They are working to keep the loss to the retirement plan at a minimum.


Councilman Jerry Kent stated that he feels Sheriff Sherwood is doing an excellent job handling the finances at the sheriff department.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty four (34) inmates being housed in the Rush County Jail.  He is allowing a couple of inmates to assist the Rush County Highway Department in Moscow.

The new vehicles are in.  They are being painted and wired at this time.  He will be requesting a transfer within his 2008 budget to cover the lighting expenses so that he does not have to pay it out of his 2009 budget.


Sheriff Sherwood also notified the council that Randy Chandler is in the process of signing up for the Drop Program as of 1-1-09.

REVERSE 911/CODE RED PROGRAM

Sheriff Jeff Sherwood introduced Michelle Edrington of Code Red.  Edrington had previously made a presentation to the City of Rushville and Rush County Commissioner Tom Barnes regarding the program.  The program is designed to notify, by phone, residents of emergencies in their geographical area.  There would be a prerecorded message that would play to any phone number registered with the Code Red Program.  Separate list can be set up with groups of numbers to notify of certain situations such as water boil emergencies, street closings, fire, etc.  Code Red will build our data base using E911 information, utility data and whatever other resources the county has.  If an answering machine answers, a message will be left.  There is also an option to notify them of weather emergencies.  Citizens would have to sign up to be notified of weather notices.  The only way to register for the Weather Warnings is by internet.  The county would have to notify citizens who do not have internet access of locations in the county where internet is accessible.  Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial, stated the hospital has public terminals with internet access and the hospital would work with the county to get everyone registered.   The data base is secure.

The cost of the program is $10,000.00 annually for the Code Red program and $5,000.00 annually for the Weather Warning.  Once signed up the county rates would not change.  Funding was discussed.  There is possibly E911 funds available or the 2009 Homeland Security Grant may cover it.  Sheriff Sherwood will speak with the EMA office regarding this.

The only other comment made by the council is that the management of the program will need to be looked at closely.

Motion to adjourn was initiated by Jerry Kent.  Gerald Mohr seconded the motion, motion carried.
___________________________   ____________________________   ____________________________

Norman Winkler, Chairman
     John Pavey


        Gerald Mohr
__________________________   ____________________________   ____________________________

Warren Norris


      Bruce Levi


        Kevin Spilman



___________________________   

Jerry Kent
