REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    OCTOBER  27, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, October 27th, 2008 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the October 14th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Coordinator, reported on the recently attended EMA Conference.  Ooley reported that he is currently finalizing the grant for the 800 MHz radios.  Ooley finished by reporting that Rush County had received the Presidential Declaration of a disaster allowing Rush County to receive assistance.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-four (24) inmates currently being house in the Rush County Jail.  Seven (7) inmates are sentenced and seventeen (17) inmates are pre-sentenced.

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, had nothing to report

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of submitted payroll claims for the period ending October 31st on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.


Adams noted that she continues to receive communication from R.J. Kunkle of The Traditions Group.


Tom Barnes read a Belated Birthday Proclamation in honor of the 50th birthday of Deborah Adams, Auditor.




Insert proclamation

M.E.D.C.


Tom Barnes, Commissioner, reported that he along with Commissioner Marvin Cole, County Attorney Leigh Morning and Auditor Deborah Adams attended the Milroy Economic Development Corporation meeting on Thursday, October 23rd.  Barnes noted that roll call was taken during the meeting since two commissioners had attended.  

Commissioner Barnes reported on the qualifications and the possibility of TIF being granted to an area in Milroy to allow residential housing.

COURTHOUSE ELECTIONEERING POLICY


Tom Barnes discussed the recent incident of granting premature usage of the courthouse during polling hours.  Barnes recommended that the courthouse grounds be off limits, allowing no electioneering during absentee voting.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve Barnes recommendation, Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The auditor will forward a notification letter to both party chairmen’s.

E.C.D.C.


Brad Buening, E.C.D.C. Director, provided the commissioners with the East Central Indiana Eastern Sector Area Labor Availability Report.  Buening reviewed the summary of findings with the commissioners.


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, asked the commissioners to allow soil borings on the site of the former high school located at 7th and Perkins Street.  Todd reported that he has funds available within his budget under trash removal.   The cost of the boring is $5,000 and will benefit future development in the area.  Marvin Cole made the motion to allow the soil borings, Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
JOHN HANCOCK FINANCIAL NETWORK


Carol Monroe, Marketing Representative of John Hancock Financial Network appeared before the commissioners seeking their approval to privately discuss with employees their financial futures.  Monroe informed the commissioners that the financial analysis is at no charge to the county or the employees.  Monroe asked for office space for one day and noted that all employee discussions were confidential.  Ken Masters made the motion to allow the employee financial analysis.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Monroe will provide a flyer to be attached to all employees’ paychecks on the first paycheck in November.

RECESS

Ken Masters made the motion to recess the meeting until 9:55 for the public hearing scheduled for 10:00

AREA PLAN

At 10:00 the commissioners held a public hearing, to hear the petition of Allan C. and Misty D. Thompson, 313 East Main Street Milroy, to amend the zoning maps to change from Commercial to Residential.  Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, reported that the Area Plan met September 23 and gave a favorable recommendation.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the re-zone.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

At 10:15 the commissioners held a public hearing to consider the adoption of amendments to the Rush County Comprehensive Plan.  Bill Todd reported that the Area Plan met September 23rd and gave a favorable recommendation to forward to the legislative body.  Todd reported that the comprehensive plan was last amended in 1974.  Todd noted that the Town of Carthage met October 20th to adopt the amendments.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve the amendments.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
