REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    OCTOBER  14, 2008
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Tuesday, October 14th, 2008 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the October 6th, 2008 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.

EMA


Mike Ooley, EMA Coordinator, asked permission for him and Rob Puckett to attend an EMA conference.  Ooley reported that the conference is over the allowed travel of $250 Ken Masters made the motion to allow both Ooley and Puckett to attend the conference. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Ooley reported that Rob Puckett met with FEMA October 8th regarding the wind damage Rush County received from Hurricane IKE.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, was asked to find the liability limits and to request that Schroeder Insurance attend the next commissioners meeting.


The commissioners approved and signed the “Contract for Emergency Management Agency Deputy Coordinator Services” with Rob Puckett on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters Motion carried.  It was noted that the $3,000 contract is for the period from October 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008.  Puckett will be an Independent Contractor and not an employee.
SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-eight (28) inmates currently housed in the jail.  Six (6) inmates are sentenced and twenty-two (22) inmates are pre-sentenced.

Sherwood asked permission for him and chief deputy Duane Raab to attend the Indiana Sheriff’s Association Conference November 14, 15, 16 in northern Indiana.  The conference is over the $250 limit.  Ken Masters made the motion to allow Sherwood and Raab to attend the conference.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sherwood reported that during the September Council meeting approval was received to trade in four (4) sheriff deputy vehicles for four (4) Durango’s.  The final cost including the trade in is $78,548.  Sherwood noted that the vehicles will be delivered within the next four weeks.

Discussion was held regarding the “Code RED” proposal presented for Rush County. “Code RED” is a Reverse 911-high speed outbound notification.  Tom Barnes explained the process of the information going thru dispatch to an individual’s phone.   The pricing for basic Emergency Information is $10,000 and to be tied into the National Weather Service is an additional $5,000 Notification to cell phones in addition to land lines is optional.  Tom reported that clarification and authorization has been received from the state and recommended that the county contract $15,000 from E-911 fees.  Ken Masters made the motion to approve and sign the contract for a one (1) year trial.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Sherwood reported that a possible roll over of fuel bids was discussed during the September council meeting.  Sherwood reported that he increased the maximum gallons from 25,000 to 30,000 gallons. The 2008 bid for Gas is $2.642 per gallon and Diesel is $2.826 per gallon.  Harvest Land Co-Op received the 2008 bid and has offered to “roll-over” fuel prices for the calendar year 2009.  The roll-over was offered for The Rush County Highway Department, Rush county Sheriff Department and the Rush Memorial Ambulance’s.  Leigh Morning, county attorney, telephoned Brad Smith, CEO of Rush Memorial Hospital, and received approval to include Rush Memorial Ambulance’s in the “roll-over” Ken Masters made the motion to accept the “roll-over” Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Duane Raab discussed submitting an application to Rush County Community Foundation for eleven (11) Automatic Electronic Defibulators for sheriff deputy vehicles and one (1) to be installed within the jail.  The cost of the Defibulators is $19,000 and Raab noted that the county could possibly end up with only a partial funding.  Jeff Sherwood shared his support and discussed the necessary training for the department.  Ken Masters made the motion to sign the grant application.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, had nothing to report.

AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the commissioners to approve the Holiday Calendar and the commissioner meetings scheduled for the 2009 year.  Adams noted that claims are being changed from being paid once a month to being paid twice monthly. This will reduce the need for extra meetings.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve the presented 2009 calendar.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Adams noted that the council has yet to approve their meetings scheduled.

Payroll claims received approval on a motion from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams asked for clarification regarding departments making changes to the new telephone system and from what appropriation these claims should be paid.  Adams referred to an invoice received from Blue River Telecommunications for work done in the Extension Office and the Prosecutor’s Office.  Adams noted that Randy Herbert, I-T Technician, has referred the departments to utilize Blue River Telecommunications.  Marvin Cole made the motion asking Adams to write a directive to all departments that any requested modifications or changes will need to come before the commissioners first, and that each individual department will pay for their modification or change.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Adams asked permission to attend the State Board of Accounts called Indiana County Auditors’ Association meeting in Clarksville.  Adams reported that two staff members will also be attending the conference, and that the conference is over the approved $250 allowed by the commissioners.  Ken Masters made the motion to allow Adams and two staff members to attend the conference.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, reviewed the Indiana Code regarding Welfare Debt. 

 Morning provided a “Certificate of the Director of the County Office of Family and Children of Rush County, Indiana” a copy will be forwarded to the Department of Local Government and Finance.
Marvin Cole made the motion to approve and Sign Resolution 2008-4 Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The “Official Notice of Bond Sale $425,000” will be advertised in the Rushville Republican Newspaper October 17th and October 24th.
The “Notice of Public Hearing Concerning an Additional Appropriation” of $425,000 will be published in the Rushville Republican October 17th for the council to consider and approve during their special meeting scheduled for October 31, 2008.

COURTHOUSE


Leigh Morning provided the commissioners with the letter issued to R.J. Kunkle of The Traditions Group.  The letter informed Mr. Kunkle that Rush County no longer has need of their services and that any future communications should be directed to the county attorney.

2-1-1 SERVICE


Tom Barnes reported that the 2-1-1 Humaritian Service is going well and will be up and running soon.
FIBER BOARD


Tom Barnes reported that the Fiber Board met recently and signed a contract for two (2) strands going across the street to the 201 building with the industry to pay for the boring.

E.C.D.C.

Ken Masters reported that the North Industrial Park is going well and that the traffic study has already been completed.

MOSCOW RECONSTRUCTION BRIDGE COMMITTEE


Marvin Cole reported on the October 8th committee meeting.  Cole reported that the committee is currently working on funding and will meet again October 29th.

MOSCOW SCHOOL


Tom Barnes reported that the council has zero funds to be utilized for the demolition of the Moscow School.  Barnes reported that he has documents regarding FEMA approval of the condemned building.  


Barnes reported that Kevin Orm of D.O.C. (Department of Corrections) has offered their abatement team and are interested in the removal of the asbestos.  Barnes indicated that he will appear before the council at the beginning of 2009 asking them to reconsider the project.

MILROY E.D.C.


Milroy E.D.C. will hold a meeting October 23rd regarding TIF for Residential.  Karen Arland of Ice Miller will be on hand to answer any questions.  Tom, Marvin and Deborah will be attending the meeting.

AREA PLAN

Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, addresses the Un-Incorporated Milroy Area of Anderson Township zoning maps.  Todd noted that the proposed changes will go before the Area Plan Commission.

MISC.

· Reviewed the Treasurer’s September Monthly report

· Received a written concern from Clerk Linda Sheehan regarding county employees utilizing courthouse parking spaces thus creating a parking problem for the public.  Ken Masters made the motion requesting the auditor to issue a notice to all county employees to NOT Park in the parking spaces surrounding the courthouse. Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn was received from Marvin Cole.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
