REGULAR MEETING                
RUSH COUNTY COUNCIL                        OCTOBER 1, 2008

The Rush County Council met in regular session on Wednesday, October 1, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. with Norman Winkler, Chairman, John Pavey, Gerald Mohr, Warren Norris, Kevin Spilman, Jerry Kent, Bruce Levi, Leigh Morning, Attorney, and Deborah Adams, Auditor in attendance. 

Chairman, Norman Winkler called the meeting to order.  Corrected minutes of the September 10th and 11th, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by Jerry Kent.  Motion carried.

MOSCOW SCHOOL

Mike Ooley, EMA Coordinator, discussed and updated the council regarding the Moscow School.  Ooley provided photo’s and reviewed the FEMA project worksheet with council members.  Ooley reported that $91,500 has been approved for the demolition of the school.  Ooley reported that they recommended the bid submitted by RL Coon to be accepted by the commissioners. 


Leigh Morning, County Attorney, informed Ooley and the council that the bid submitted by RL Coon could not be considered due to not meeting bid specifications by not including asbestos abatement as part of the bid package.  Discussion was held as to how to address the issue.  

Ooley reported that he is waiting on paperwork from the State Fire Marshall indicating that the Moscow School is a Public Health and Safety Hazard.  Concerns were raised and discussion held surrounding Moscow being private property, lack of available county funds, no guarantee of 100% reimbursement from FEMA, and who retains the property after the school is torn down.

The council instructed Morning and Ooley to work together to resolve the concerns and to cross all t’s and to dot all i’s.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked Ooley to provide photo copies of the school for the master file.


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, later shared his concerns surrounding the demolition of the Moscow school.  Sitton stated that the county would be setting a precedent, and no statue is in place addressing the private property.  Sitton continued to explain that the county brought the State Fire Marshall to the site to condemn the school building.  Sitton suggested that the approximately seventy (70) acres that is part of the estate could be utilized to finance the demolition of the former school.  Sitton noted that it is possibly that FEMA will reimburse the estate.
EMA


Mike Ooley asked the council to approve a transfer of $3,000 from Emergency Operations (1-29-4-4) into Contracted Services (1-29-3-7).  Ooley explained that the transfer was to address future services for Volunteer Assistant EMA Coordinator Rob Puckett.  Concerns and clarification were given that Rob Puckett would not receive overtime pay for his coordination efforts during the June Moscow tornado/flood disaster as provided in the FEMA project worksheet, and that paying overtime to any volunteer sets a precedent for the future.  The transfer was approved on a motion by Jerry Kent, seconded by Kevin Spilman.  Motion carried.  


Ooley reported that the county needs to continue to document names, times, where worked for all volunteers and civilian volunteers.  Ooley noted that 10,000 volunteer hours had been claimed by the county and were included in the project worksheet.  The council advised Ooley to go before the commissioners regarding a future contract for Volunteer Coordinator Rob Puckett.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported twenty-eight (28) inmates being housed in the Rush County Jail.  Sherwood reported that sheriff departments back garage roof replacement has been completed.


Sherwood reported that he has received pricing for four (4) new 2009 Durango’s.  The vehicles will be purchased from Rushville Chrysler.  The total cost with trade in is $78,548 and is $2,000 less than last year.  Sherwood noted that delivery could be within four to six weeks.

Sherwood reported that the department will be short $4,000 to $5,000 in the fuel appropriation for the year 2008.  Discussion was held on possible options, as transferring unused salary appropriation into the fuel appropriation, and the possible roll over of the 2008 fuel bid.  Sherwood was instructed to contact the school regarding a possible co-op with the highway, school and county fuel bids.

Sherwood provided a Commissary fund report for the period ending August 31, 2008 for the council to review.  Sherwood asked to utilize $3,500 of Commissary funds towards the Annual awards dinner.  John Pavey made the motion to approve the use of the Commissary funds for the awards dinner.  Jerry Kent seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


Sherwood reported on the concrete work for the front entrance to the jail building and the south entrance to the courthouse.


Sherwood invited the council to attend the October 9th merit board meeting with Morgan Stanley.  The meeting will be to update the board and merit employees regarding retirement investments.
AUDITOR


Deborah Adams, Auditor, asked the council to approve the 2009 Salary Ordinance 2008-6.  The ordinance was approved on a motion by Gerald Mohr, seconded by John Pavey.  Motion carried.






Insert ordinance here

SOLID WASTE

Deborah Adams, Auditor, reported that she was meeting the DLGF regarding establishing a tax rate for the Solid Waste District for the 08 pay 09 tax year.
HEALTH


Councilman Jerry Kent, provided a September 26th, 2008 letter prepared by Health Board Attorney, Julie Newhouse for the council to review.  The letter provided Indiana Code surrounding if the county council can fix compensation of the employees of the Health Department.  Questions were raised as to if a county councilman can also serve on the Health Board.  Deborah Adams, Auditor, explained that she has met with members of the health department to answer their tax rate and levy questions.  Jerry Kent and Kevin Spilman will continue to meet with the health board.
MOSCOW COVERED BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE


Norman Winkler and Jerry Sitton updated the council members regarding the Moscow Covered Bridge Reconstruction Committee.  Sitton reported that the most pressing issue is obtaining a materials list from Engineer, Jim Barker.  Sitton reported that the county is currently working out the details of a contract with Barker.  Sitton reported that Dan Collom of Square and Level Construction is the contractor for the covered bridge project.  
COURTHOUSE CLOCK TOWER ROOF


Jerry Sitton updated the council regarding the repairs and replacement of tiles located on the Clock Tower Roof of the courthouse.  Sitton reported that another contractor was brought on site to inspect the roof.

RUSH MEMORIAL AMBULANCE


The auditor was instructed to contact Rush Memorial Hospital CEO Brad Smith regarding the council not receiving the required ambulance report.

Motion to adjourn was initiated by Gerald Mohr.  Bruce Levi seconded the motion, motion carried.
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