REGULAR SESSION     RUSH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS    AUGUST 3, 2009
The Rush County Board of Commissioners met in regular session, Monday, August 3rd, 2009 with Commissioners, Tom Barnes, Marvin Cole, Ken Masters, Deborah Adams, Auditor, and Leigh Morning, County Attorney in attendance. 
Commissioner Tom Barnes called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the July 20, 2009 meeting was approved as presented on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

SHERIFF


Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff, reported thirty-five (35) inmates currently housed in the Rush County jail.  Five (5) are sentenced and thirty (30) are pre-sentenced inmates


Sherwood reported that July 22nd the department did a county wide CodeRED notification.  The current phone system was discovered unable to handle the quantity of calls.  Sherwood noted that the public can sign up through the Rush County Website for CodeRED notification.


Sherwood reported that the public is very supportive of the department acquiring a canine dog.  Josh Brinson will be the canine officer.  Chief Deputy Duane Raab had prepared a Rush County Community Foundation grant application for the commissioner’s approval and signature.  Marvin Cole made the motion to approve, sign and submit the grant application.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Sherwood anticipated that the canine will be purchased within the next couple of weeks, with training to begin in September.  The training of Deputy Brinson and the canine will be held in Marion County.

Sherwood approached the commissioners regarding their desire of jail inmates being used to transport the clay roof tiles located in the clock tower of the courthouse.  Sherwood shared his concerns of the height of the clock tower area being unsafe and a possible high liability for DOC (Dept of Corrections) inmates.  Sherwood did offer the possibility of trading out of labor, with the construction company doing the clock tower roof, using Rush County inmates.   County Attorney Leigh Morning gave her opinion that if the job involves the risk of an inmate then it is probably not a good idea to use them.  Commissioner Barnes noted that he would contact Henry County regarding utilizing their DOC inmates.
HIGHWAY


Jerry Sitton, Highway Superintendent, reported on the progress of Phase II of the Carthage Pike Project.  Ken Masters made the motion to sign the $6,800 agreement with Butler, Fairman, & Seufert for the design of the wetland area.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

The commissioners approved and signed the Title Sheet for bridge #143 located on 725 West, South of St Rd 44 on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion Carried.  Butler, Fairman & Seufert are the engineers.


The Title Sheet for bridges #158 and #159 located on 365 East, between St Rd 52 and 450 South was approved and signed on a motion by Marvin Cole.  Seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Sitton submitted the July Highway monthly report.

AREA PLAN


Bill Todd, Area Plan Director, questioned Leigh Morning as to if the posting of the APC and BZA meeting agenda’s and minutes on the county website would meet the Open Door Law.  Morning informed Todd that yes, according to Public Access Laws the agenda’s and minutes could be posted on the county website and also meet the Open Door Laws.
AUDITOR

Deborah Adams, Auditor, received approval of the bi-weekly claims on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.  Adams noted that bi-weekly claims will continue to be posted on the county website and the bulletin board allowing the public to review.


Adams received approval of payroll claims submitted for the payroll of August 7th on a motion by Marvin Cole, seconded by Ken Masters.  Motion carried.


Adams reported that the distribution of the spring tax collections was released to the taxing units Friday July 31st.


The Declaration of County Tax Rates for the fiscal year October 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010 was approved on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.  The current, proposed and adopted CAGIT (County Adjusted Gross Income Tax) rate is 1.00% the current, proposed and adopted CEDIT (County Economic Development Income Tax) rate is 0.50%


Adams reported of the notification of a Tort Claim being filed by a Carthage resident against Rush County and the Town of Carthage.


Tom Barnes requested that Adams post the county budget on the county website.  Adams reported that she is meeting with the DLGF (Dept of Local Gov. Finance) later in the day to review the proposed budget.  Adams reported that the state required budget form #3 that is advertised in the newspaper will also be posted to the website. 

EMS


The commissioners reviewed the July Raleigh Fire Department run report.  The commissioners also received a letter of thanks from the officers of the Raleigh Fire Department for their support of the 2010 funding request. Thanks were also offered for the commissioners words of praise that the department has provided to other areas of Rush County.

COURTHOUSE RESTOURATION


Tom Barnes reported that he has researched and located a possible grant to restore the courts located on the third floor of the courthouse.  Barnes reported that he had discussed the grant application with both Judge Northam and Judge Hill.  The grant is a non-matching grant.  A facility committee is necessary Barnes reported.  The committee will consist of Commissioner Barnes, Judge Northam, Judge Hill, Surveyor Marvin Rees, a council appointment along with possible interested individuals.  Ken Masters made the motion to appoint Barnes as chairman of the committee.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT


Tom Barnes reported that Dr. Morrell had resigned from the Health Board several months ago.  Barnes noted that one must be either a nurse, doctor or licensed pharmacist to be appointed to the board.  Ken Masters made the motion to appoint Greg Pratt, a Licensed Pharmacist, to serve as Morrell’s replacement and continue the vacated term until December 31, 2011.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
MILROY EMS


The commissioners questioned Sherwood regarding Milroy EMS dispatch and response problems.  Sherwood reported that currently Rush Memorial Hospital Ambulance is dispatched along with the Milroy EMS unit.  Sherwood reported of recent situations and the response time by Milroy EMS.  Commissioner Barnes asked Sherwood for his recommendation as to if the county should look at another alternative regarding the future of Milroy EMS.  Sherwood stated that he preferred to not give a recommendation.  After further discussion, Sherwood did state that after eight months he felt the service was not getting any better.  The commissioners had further discussion taking into consideration reported private conversations with individuals and a township trustee.  Commissioner Barnes stated that Rush Memorial Hospital will continue to be the primary backup for Milroy EMS.  The commissioners finished by reporting that they were close to making a decision regarding the future of Milroy EMS.

Upon further discussion by the commissioners concerning Milroy EMS, Leigh Morning informed the commissioners that their contract requires a thirty (30) day written notice of termination.  Marvin Cole made the motion to have the county attorney notify Milroy EMS of the termination of their EMS contract.  Ken Masters seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Tom Barnes commented that each commissioner has done their individual homework and that any questions should be addressed thru the county attorney.  It was noted that Milroy Volunteer Fire Department which is a separate unit from Milroy EMS does have the qualifications to respond to the area emergencies.  Barnes clarified that all should not interpret that Milroy Volunteer Fire Department would be awarded the EMS contract.
COURTHOUSE


Deborah Adams reported that one of the chiller compressors went down during a recent Public Service power surge.  QPH Plumbing has determined that the compressor needs replaced.

At 10:00 the Clock Tower Roof Bids were opened.  The county attorney opened and reported on the received Four (4) bids.  

· Midstate Contractors

$  95,595.00

· E. Lee Construction, Inc.

$143,960.00

· Olentangy Restoration

$124,400.00

· Wellman Brothers, Inc.,

$  79,455.00

Marvin Cole made the motion to take the bids under advisement.  Ken Masters seconded

motion.  Motion carried.

MISC.

· Carole Yeend asked for assistance with posting department information on the county website 
· Received and reviewed the July County Treasurers Monthly Report

· Signed the Key Benefit Administrative Services Agreement on a motion by Ken Masters, seconded by Marvin Cole.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn was received from Ken Masters.  Marvin Cole seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
_______________________________  ____________________________  ___________________________

Tom Barnes, Chairman
                   Marvin Cole                                   Ken Masters
